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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — The Palestinians have asked 
donor nations to continue bankrolling their daily government 
expenses until they become self-sufficient, a top economic official 
said Wednesday. The donor nations agreed in September to 
support the Palestinian National Authority's (PNA) budget 
through March 199$. "This from the beginning was an optimistic 
| point of view," said Samir Abdullah, a director of a Palestinian 
a -gency in charge of administering the foreign aid. “if the donors 
| adhere to this agreement and don't understand the miscalculation 
| made at the time, th«; Palestinian government will be in big 
I trouble," Dr. Abdullah added. The running costs of the Palesti- 
jj a tan autonomy established last May in Gaza and Jericho are 
a estimated at $600 million annually. The Palestinian economy has 
| suffered from extended closures imposed bv Israel. Dr. Abdullah 
* said Israel has also delayed transferring to the Palestinians revenue 
tom value-added and other taxes collected on their behalf. "This 
tax clearance is a major source of revenue, over the local purchase 
tax and local income taxes." Dr. Abdullah said. 



An independent Arab political daily pu6tishedtjy ; ftie Jondan Press Foundation 


HAPPY ’EID AL FITR 

TODAY WILL be the first day of the 'Eid Al Fitr fee*. \ 
making the end of the Holy Month of Ramadan. Chie. 
Islamic Justice Sheikh izzeddin Al Khatib Al Tar.if.-ii !. 
Wednesday announced. Congratulating His Majesty King : 
Hussein, the Jordanian people and the Arab and Isienvc 
nations on the occasion, Sheikh Tamimi said the crescent : 
of the month of Shawal was sighted Wednesday evening 1 
which means the end of the month of Ramadan. On -he 
occasion, the Jordan Times will not appear on Saturday 1 
and Sunday, March 4 and 5. The next issue of the peoer 
will be published on Monday, March 6. The Jordan Timas ;• 
wishes its readers and advertisers a very happy 'Eid A) Fitr 
holiday. 
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promises to 
cooperate 
with Israel 

GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
rJsation (PLOl Chairman 
Yasser Arafat met with 
Israel's Police Minister 
Moshe Shahal in the self-rule 
Gaza Strip for the first time 
Wednesday, and promised to 
cooperate for Israeli security. 

"I repeat that we under- 
stand totally Israel's security 
needs,” Mr. Arafat told re- 
porters after a two-hour 
faceting with Mr. Shahal. 
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“we will try to overcome 
; problems) with more joint 
cooperation." Mr. Arafat 
said, 3 riding that the talks 
liso covered Palestinian pris- 
oners, safe passages between 
Uie autonomous Gaza Strip 
^nd Jericho and the borders 
of self-rule areas. 

Israel has pressed Mr. 
Arafat to do more to prevent 
attacks by Palestinian mil 
tants before proceeding 
the next stage of autonomy: 
Israeli army redeployment or. 
tie West Bank and Palesti- 
nian elections. 
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debates 
unlikely 


Mr. Shahal said he brought 
best wishes from the govern- 
ment to Mr. Arafat and ths 
Palestinian people for the 
’Eid Al Fitr holiday starring 
Thursday. 

Chief Palestinian nego- 
tiator •'•Jabii Shaath said n? 
agreements were expected 
:Vom Wednesday's meeting. 

"He (Shahal) came aiso to 
listen very carefully, and our 
primary problem was the 
prisoners... we appreciate the 
il.ui HS. nil iwt lie,,* to 
.-lake decisions." Dr. Shaath 
said. 


j UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
j cies i — The Security Council 
j has launched a debate on 
j Israeli settlements in the 

■ occupied territories but it was 
! seen unlikely that it would 
j adopt any serious action after 
! the VS. asserted that the 

council should stay out of the 
?viidd!e East peace process. 
Israel's U.N. Ambassador 
j Gad Yaacobi declared 
j Wednesday that the world 
I body's failure to censor Jew- 
j ish settlement on Tuesday 
j was "a major success." 
j The Palestine Liberation 
i Organisation (PLO) sought a 
i condemnation of continued 
{ settlement, but the Security 
j Council made no decision in 
j New York on Tuesday night. 
I "I am pleased that “the 
j Security Council took no de- 
i cision at the meeting, it's a 
j major success for Israel." 
j|:„ | Ambassador Gad Yaacobi 
j tola Israel R.adio over the 
j telephone from New York, 
j “The PLO representative 
{ ar the U.N. admitted he had 
; failed to achieve his goal," 
• Mr. Yaacobi said, 
j Israel Radio said the Un- 

■ ited States put pressure on 
, other Security Council mem- 
: sen to block any resolution 

"which might harm the peace 



process. 

PLO envoy Nasser AI.Kid- 
wa, backed by Egypt, deman- 
ded “the immediate and total 
cessation of any settlement 
activity." 

The council was to meet 
again Wednesday to resume 
its consideration of the situa- 
tion in the occupied Arab 
territories. 

Speakers at the council on 
Tuesday said Israel's resump- 
tion of settlements in the 
occupied Arab territories 
posed a serious threat to the 
success of the peace process 
and must be halted im- 
mediately. 

Such settlement activity 
represented an effort to pre- 
judge future negotiations on 
the quesiton of settlements, 
by establishing a pre-existing 
situation on the ground, at a 
time when Israel had been 
expected to engage in 
confidence-building mea- 
sures in support of the peace 
process, many speakers said. 

Speaking on behalf of the 
European Union, the repre- 
sentative of France said the 
settler colonies were in con- 
travention of the 1949 Gene- 
va Convention, as well as of 
the Tsrael-PLO declaration of 
principles — a view express- 


ed by many speakers. 

The EU appealed to Israel 
to resolve the matter while 
respecting international law 
and the commitments it had 
made. He urged a prompt 
resumption of negotiations 
on all outstanding issues. 

Statements were also made 
by the delegates of Germany, 
Oman, Nigeria, China, 
Czech Republic, Argentina, 
Botswana, Jordan, Japan, 
Tunisia, Malaysia, Iran, 
Pakistan. Morocco, Brunei 
Darussalam, Turkey and 
Sudan, as well as by the 
observers for the Organisa- 
tion of the Islamic Confer- 
ence and for Palestine, and 
the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the 
Palestinian People. 

U.S. Ambassador Edward 
Gnehm said while the United 
Nations has a vital part to 
play in the Mideast peace 
process, pushing the Security 
* Council to take a decision on 
Israeli settlements in the 
occupied territories “can only 
sour the atmosphere and de- 
flect the parties &om the 
need to work together.” 

Mr. Gnehm said the Un- 
ited States supports “the vital 


work of the United Nations 
agencies and the U.N. special 
coordinator to improve eco- 
nomic conditions. We must 
disapprove, however, of any 
effort to redirec; a negotiat- 
ing process agreed to pre- 
viously by the parties.” 

The council held the de- 
bate at the request of 
Djibouti, the current chair-, 
man of the Arab Group. 

Citing “the dangerous con- 
sequences of (Israeli) activi- 
ties on the Palestinian people 
and on the Middle East peace 
process,” Djibouti Ambassa- 
dor Roble Olhayesaid a 
mood of “mounting disen- 
chantment” is permeating the 
Arab world as a result of a 
near total lack of progress in 
the Palestinian-Israeli talks. 

Mr. Gnehm told the coun- 
cil that Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher is visit- 
ing the Middle East in early 
March to explore ways to 
consolidate the agreements 
already reached and lay the 
groundwork for future prog- 
ress. 

“Therefore, the U.S. de- 
legation must oppose any 
activity that would only com- 
plicate efforts to spur the 
negotiating process,” the 
ambassador said. 
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autonomy, wnicn wouic 
iTiean by May 1996. 

Israeli ministers said mean- 
while five weeks of calm are 
paving the way for Israel ie 
negotiate the long-delayed 
redeployment of troops on 
the West Bank for the next 
stage of Palestinian seif-ruie. 

“the future of the peace 
process is based on arracks.” 
said Justice Minister David 
Libui. 

“if there are none for two 
or three more weeks the 
question of the second pher . 
o? riRonomy will te settled.' 

Israeli s£ab« Arab 

A Jew stabbed and wound- 
ed ? Palestinian in the back ir. 
Arab East Jerusalem's .valie J 
Old City on Y; ednesdry. 
police said. 

“The victim was taken to 
hospital in (Y/esi) Jerusalem 
with moderate wounds.” s 
police spokeswoman said, j 
The attacker was in c::sb.’d> ; 
she said. 

Police said the Israeli, ab- j 
out 24 years oid. was talking ! 
with border policemen on j 
patrol when suddenly he j 
brandished a knife and stab- • 
bed an Arab youth in the } 
back. # : 

The border policemen j 
Seized the man and arreveu • 
him but he refused to cooper- 
ate during queitmrrg ; 
the motive for i ; := ■. . ■■ 

not immefT.Jeiy -rioar. ooli:-.- j 
said. * [ 

Dr. Shaath meanwhile j 
warned of "catastrophe” up- ! 
less the peace process me\es i 
ahead, and urged jumping re ] 
talks on a finai settlement. ' 

"We want to enhance me ' 
peace pTocss5.” Dr. S!s?ath i 
said. ‘If. God forbid, the j 
peace process Fails, if:?;: v.e j 
Will be up against a cor- ; 
frontation that wit: wieci; e*.- \ 

Ptythmg ue butit "?soih:-r. i 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
f ran on Wednesday implicitly 
confirmed a U.S. report that 
it had deployed anti-aircraft 
missiles on its islands at the 
entrance Ic the Gulf but in- 
sisted such actions were 
Siricciy for defence. 

“It is surprising to us that 
the United States would start 
such a noisy propaganda 
against our air defence readi- 
ness, as if U.S. officials have 
forgotten recent threats o? 
attack by the Zionist reg- 
ime." Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Morteza Sarmadi 
said in a statement sent to 
AFP. 

U.S. Joint Chief of Staff 
Genera) John Shalikashvili 
said Tuesday that U.S. recon- 
naissance had sported Iran 
putting Hawk missiles onto 
launchers on the islands. He 
did not name the location. 
Western military sources in 
Dubai quoted by Reuters 
identified the site as the Sirri 
Islands. 

Western and Arab diplo- 
mats in the Gulf said the 
United States saw the deploy- 
ment as significant, even 
though U.S. President Bill 
Clinton, speaking in 
Washington on Tuesday, 
played down the threat, 
savmg there was no cause for 


immediate concent. 

The deployment meant 
Iran now had missiles on both 
sides of a deep-water channel 
that loaded tankers are 
obliged to use when plying 
their trade between Gulf oil 
ports and consumers, mainly 
in Asia and the West, West- 
ern and Arab diplomats in 
the Gulf said. 

Iran is involved in a territo- 
rial dispute with the United 
Arab Emirates over three is- 
lands — Abu Musa, Greater 
and Lesser Tunb — which it 
controls at the entrance to 
the vital waterway. 

Gen. Shalikashvili said the 
reconnaissance had also de- 
tected the Iranians moving 
artillery into forward posi- 
tions on the islands in the 
Snait of Hormuz, through 
which one-fifth of the world’s 
crude oil is shipped. 

But Mr. Sarmadi said the 
United States was "undertak- 
ing a vain effort to portray 
Iran's defensive readiness as 
a threat against its Persian 
Gulf Arab neighbours and as 
a threat to world trade. 

“Our neighbours are well 
aware of the destructive role 
of the Zionist regime and its 
threats against security and 
stability of the region," he 


said. 

The New York Times 
newspaper has quoted Israeli 
officials as saying the Jewish 
state could be forced to con- 
sider attacking Iran’s nuclear 
reactors if it does not stop its 
alleged programme to secure 
nuclear weapons. 

Earlier on Wednesday, the 
official Iranian news agency 
ERNA quoted an unnamed 
Iranian diplomat in Greece as 
denying the U.S. missiles re- 
port as "unfounded and 
false.” 

Gen. Shalikashvili said 
Iran has the potential of re- 
placing Iraq as the main milit- 
ary threat m the Gulf region 
around the turn of the cen- 
tury. 

Iranian state radio fired 
back that “the United States 
wants to portray Iran as a 
menace to the Persian Gulf 
countries and limit the influ- 
ence of its Western rivals in 
the region.” 

The Nicosia-based Middle 
East Economic Survey 
(MEES) said Monday that 
the bill put forward by Sena- 
tor AJfonse D’Amato would 
end ail U.S. commercial and 
financial transactions with 
the Islamic republic. 
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ml plays down news of 
e&kthrough with Syria 


TEL AVIV i Agencies.) — 
■sr?d played down a report 
in ii»e United States on 
Wednesday of a behind-the- 
v:enes breakthrough in dead- 
locked peace talks with Syria. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peref he expected no 
progress until U.S. Secretary 
:if State Warren Christopher 
visits Syria and ,‘vrael on i 
reace drive next wee!:. 

in vYaihington the Cable 
v'cv.s Network (CNN I re- 
ported Israel and Syria made 
progress or. a compromise to 
demilitarise the Israeli-held 
Goisn Heights avi exchange 
ambas;sod:s. 

Olflcials Isr.-eli-Syrian 
•t'l'.s have bee - .', stuck since 
their start three years ago. 
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negotiate the e.’trent of a 
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experience,” Mr. Peres said 
In a speech to visiting Amer- 
ican Jewish leaders. 

“Maybe the Syrians spoke 
with the CNN or somebody 
else, I wouldn’t deny that. 
But for the time being, it is 
more of a media event than a 
political event,” he said. 

“I know that there are no 
negotiations,” Mr. Peres told 
Israel Radio. “It is possible 
that this is a trial balloon (by 
Syria), it could be that this is 
a fabrication.” 

Asked whether he pinned 
any hopes on the Mideast 
shuttle by Mr. Christopher, 
Mr. Peres said: “There could 
be pleasant surprises.” 

CNN reported that Israeli 
and Syrian negotiators are 
working out details of a peace 
agreement that includes a de- 
militarised zone between the 
two countries, and Israeli 
troop withdrawal from the 
Goian Heights in stages and 
the exchange of ambassa- 
dors. The two sides have not 
agreed on a final border, the 
report said. 

U.S. officials have told 
both sides a draft agreement 
could be written any time, 
according to CNN. 

Tie network quoted Syrian 
sources as saving that Syrian 


President Hafez Al Assad 
was aware of the domestic 
restraints faced by Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

Elections are scheduled in 
Israel for next year, and a 
majority of Israelis oppose 
giving back most of the 
Golan. 

Mr. Assad recently wrote 
to U.S. President Bill Clinton 
that he has concluded that 
Mr. Rabin may be losing 
some of his ability to deliver 
on an agreement, according 
to CNN. 

Israel’s deputy foreign 
minister, Yossi Beilin, said 
Wednesday that Israel and 
Syria only had a short time to 
conclude a treaty. 

“It is a question of months 
now. Either we will have a 
significant breakthrough or 
because an election year is 
coming up both in the United 
States and Israel it can’t be 
done,” Mr. Beilin told the 
Associated Press. 

Mr. Beilin said that once 
negotiations begin in earnest, 
Israel and Syria would not 
need much time to reach 
agreement because, unlike 
on the complicated Palesti- 
nian track, issues were clear- 
cut. 


Israeli 
tanks hit 
Lebanese 
villages 

NAB ATIYEH (AP) — 
Israeli tanks blasted villages 
in South Lebanon Wednes- 
day as gunboats carried a 
fishing blockade along the 
region's coast into a fourth 
week. 

Police said no casualties 
were reported in the day- 
break barrages on Jabal 
Rafih, a hilltop stronghold of 
the Hizbollab group racing an 
Israeli-occupied border en- 
clave. 

Also targeted were the vil- 
lages of Milta and Loweizeh 
and olive groves leading to 
the central sector of the en- 
clave, which Israeli calls a 
“security zone,” said a police 
statement. 

The statement, released in 
the market town of Naba- 
tiyeh, said guerrillas of Hiz- 
bollah struck back with mor- 
tar rounds from the highlands 
of Iqlim Al Tuffah. 

The duels came hours after 
an Israeli helicopter gunship 
demolished an unfinished 
two-storey house suspected 
of being a guerrilla hideout 
facing the western sector of 
the “security zone” with two 
air-to-surface Tow missiles. 
No casualties were reported. 

The heightening tension on 
the last active Arab-Israeli 
war front clouded next 
week’s Middle East shuttle 
by U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, who 
will try to break a year-old 
stalemate in Syrian and 
Lebanese peace talks with 
Israel. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of 
fishermen remained idle 
along a 50-kilometres stretch 
of South Lebanon's 
Mediterranean coastline, 
blockaded by Israeli gun- 
boats since Feb. 8. 

Police said Israeli gunboats 
cruised about five kilometres 
off the coast of Tyre, the 
fishing harbors of Adloun 
and Sara fan d and the oil port 
of Zahrani, often firing warn- 
ing shots. 

Israeli leaders say the 
blockade was intended to 
pressure the Beirut govern- 
ment into disarming Hizbol- 
lah and ending alleged 
Lebanese army harassment 
of travellers in and out of the 
“security zone.'* 

Foreign Minister Faris 
Bouez said the military res- 
trictions were aimed at pre- 
venting car bombs coming 
out of the enclave. He said 
Lebanon could not disarm 
fighters against occupation 
before Israel withdraws un- 
conditionally from the 
“security zone.” 
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U.S. Marines patrol a position on Green Beach 
in South Mogadishu alter arriving in Somalia 


to assist with the final withdrawal of U.> 
peacekeeping troops (AFP photo) 


Militia takes over Mogadishu 
airport after U.N. forces leav 


& 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) 
— Somali militia forces took 
control of Mogadishu airport 
and chased away looters who 
invaded the airfield after the 
withdrawal Wednesday of the 
last U.N. peacekeepers from 
the city. 

The militiamen, aboard 
armed four-wheel-drive bat- 
tle wagons known as “technic- 
als,'’ took up positions 
around the airport shortly af- 
ter the last foreign troops left 
under the guard of a U.S.-led 
multinational force. 

The fighters were all mem- 
bers of the Habr Gedir dan 
of the most powerful Moga- 
dishu warlord, Mohammad 
Farah Aideed. who later vi- 
sited the area. 

Gen. Aideed, who was 
hunted fruitlessly for five 
months by U.S.-led forces in 


1993, toured the airport 
directly under beach re- 
doubts manned by U.S. and 
Italian .Marines covering the 
U.N. withdrawal, his follow- 
ers said. 

His militia and a rival force 
loyal to the self-styled interim 
president of Somalia, Ali 
Mahdi Mohammad, 
announced last week the 
creation of a joint force to 
take over the city's port and 
airport after the U.N. with- 
drawal, but no members of 
Mr. Ali Mahdi's Abgal clan 
were seen at the airport. 

The dans have been bat- 
tling for control of Moga- 
dishu since the January 1991 
ouster of dictator Moham- 
mad Siad Bane. 

Before taking up positions, 
the militia chased away hun- 
dreds of dvilian looters who 


bad invaded the airport as the 
last Pakistani U.N. troops 
pulled back to the dty’s port 
to board ships and leavfe the 
country. 

As the last Pakistanis were 
leaving the zone, a U.S. 
Marine sharpshooter fired 
shots in the air to warn the 
militia fighters no: to 
approach the U.S. and Italian 
soldiers deployed to guard 
the U.N. withdrawal. 

Two Italian attack helicop- 
ters from a warship offshore 
swooped over the runwey 
what the commander or c 
U.S. -led, six-nation cash 
force protecting the U.N. 
withdrawal told journalists 
was another warning. 

U.S. Super Cobra attac!: 
helicopters swooped over th? 
chaotic scene 


Rebuilding 
Grozny 
could take 
three years 

MOSCOW (AFP) — A 
senior Russian offidal esti- 
mated Wednesday that re- 
building the war-bartered 
Chechenya capita] of Grozny 
would take three years and at 
least three trillion rubles 
($680 million) 

Russian Construction 
Minister Yefim Basin said in 
an interview with the news 
agency Interfax that his esti- 
mate covered the restoration 
of houses and social services, 
but did not include repairs to 
roads or Grozny’s airport. 

Large parts of Grozny have 
been left in ruins after mas- 
sive Russian bombardments 
of the city since December to 
drive out its rebel Chechen 
defenders. Russian forces 
seized control of most of 
Grozny in mid-February. 

Mr. Basin, speaking at the 
Russian military base of Moz- 
dok in North Ossetia, near 
Chechenya, said 3.5 million 
square metres of residential 
apartments had been des- 
troyed in Grozny, along with 
37 schools, 12 hospitals and 
14 clinics. 

The minister said the Rus- 
sian authorities intended to 
rebuild 800,000 square 
metres of living accommoda- 
tion and 15 schools this year. 

“However, construction 
can be started only after hos- 
tilities are stopped and mines 
are cleared,” he said. 

The Russian military de- 
clared this week that its 
forces had completely sealed 
off the city, preventing 
Chechen secessionist rebels 
from entering or leaving, it 
said rebels still in Grozny 
were being hunted down. 

But shelling of some parts 
of the capital continued, par- 
ticularly in the southern 
Chernorechye district. 

Russian Defence Minister 
Pavel Grachev said that the 
strength of rebel forces in 
Chechenya had been con- 
siderably weakened because 
Russian forces bad knocked 
out 90 per cent of their 
weapons. 

Quoted by the news agency 
Interfax at a Defence Minis- 
try conference, he said 90 per 
cent of the rebels’ equipment 
had been captured or des- 
troyed. 


Iraq rejects proposal tc 
raise limited oil export 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
on Wednesday condemned a 
U.S. proposal to raise the 
limit of oil Baghdad could sell 
under U.N. resolutions as a 
manoeuvre to maintain crip- 
pling sanctions. 

Madeleine Albright, 
Washington's ambassador to 
the U.N., said in Prague 
Monday that the U.S. was 
ready to support raising the 
limit of oil Iraq could sell 
under U.N. resolutions 706 
and 712 to provide humanita- 
rian relief to the Iraqi people. 

The daily Babel, run by 
President Saddam Hussein’s 
son Uday, said Ms. 
Albright’s offer was a 
"underhand manoeuvre 
aimed at spreading confu- 
sion. changing the current 
thinking (of the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council) and maintaining 
the embargo.” 

Baghdad had rejected the 
two U.N. resolutions which 
required monitoring of the 
proceeds from the sale of 
SI .6 billion of oil, saying they 
were a violation of its 
sovereignty. 

The U.S. and Britain 
opposes the liftiong of the oil 
and trade embargo imposed 
by the U.N. after Iraq’s 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Ms. Albright is on a tour of 
U.N. Security Council coun- 


tries to build up a “block;-.;; 
coalition” against French zr.i 
Russian moves to ease the 
sanctions. 

Iraq's ambassador to the 
U.N. Nizar Hamdun, said 
Tuesday that most Security 
Council members supported 
a lifting of the embargo an: 
described Ms. Albright’s mis- 
sion as “desperate." 

"They can block any prog- 
ress but I think it would be ar. 
embarassment for the United 
States to use veto against t’.io 
will of the majority of tLe 
council members," Ambassa- 
dor Hamdun said. 

Hamdun, speaking at z 
news conference, said severe.! 
council members had (old 
Iraqi officials privately tprr 
they supported an end tc the 
sanctions. 

“If a secret vote too:: 
place, I am sure we would get 
a majority," Mr. Hamdur. 
said, adding that “at least 
nine” of the 15 council mem- 
bers were in favour o? i 
partial or total lifting of t!:e 
sanctions. 

Russia, France and China 
are advocating an easing of 
the oil embargo in the up- 
coming months if a U.K. 
report on Iraqi disarmarr.en. 
indicates that progress his 
been made. 





Upon the Occasion of 
EID AL-FITR 



is honoured to convey to 
HIS MAJESTY KING HUSSEIN 
and to the 

ARAB & ISLAMIC NATIONS 
Its most cordial wishes and greetings 
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NPT push runs intoU.S. pressure 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Arab 
states are running up against 
the diplomatic clout of the 
United States in their cam- 
paign to force Israel ' to sign 
the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
• rcaty (NPT). 

l.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher starts a 
new Middle East tour next 
west: partly ajined at nudging 
th-.- Arabs into signing an 
indefinite and unconditional 
e.'iiension of the NPT at an 
April -May U.N. conference 
in Nev. York. 

The European Union (EU) 
and Russia back the U.S. 
stand. 

One of Mr. Christopher’s 
stops t*i F.gyps. a U.S. ally 
which is spearheading a 
threat not to renew -nem- 
bership of the NPT inde- 
finitely if Israel — considered 
the region's undeclared ato- 
mic giant — refuses to sign 
on. 

Washington provides Cairo 
with around $2 billion in 
annual aid. 

Backing Egypt so far are 
The Gulf states of Kuwait. 
3star and Bahrain as well - as 
Syria, Lebanon. Sudan and 
Iraq. Baghdad's advanced 
nuclear weapons programme 
was reported destroyed and 
dismantled since the 1991 
Gulf war. 

Financial power Saudi 
Arabia, another major U.S. 
illy which Mr. Christopher 
plans to visit, said it will not 
take a stand until an Arab 
conference later this month. 

But the editor of the Cairo 
magazine Mussaw.tr who is 
close to Egyptian President 
Hcsni Mubarak was sceptical 
about how successful the 
campaign will be. 


“All the indications are 
that the United States will 
pressure a number of Arab 
countries to ensure the 

Q uorum necessary for an in- 
efinite extension of the 
NPT," Makram Mohammad 
Ahmad said. 

Washington will try to 
block a joint Arab stand be- 
cause it would "not please 
the Israelis who determine all 
American decisions concern- 
ing the Middle East." Mr. 
Ahmad added in this week’s 
edition. 

Israel, which is angry at its 
Egyptian partner in peace for 
taking such a tough stand, is 
adamant it cannot sign the 
NPT because it is the only 
state in the region whose very 
existence is threatened. 

The Jewish state opposes 
international control over a 
nuclear arsenal reported to 
include some 200 warheads. 

However, newspaper re- 
ports said last week Israel 
was for the first time con- 
sidering joining the NPT two 
years after a global peace 
settlement in the region in- 
cluding Iran. 

Egypt’s final position will 
not be announced until the 
April 17 to May 12 confer- 
ence when the 170 states 
which signed the NPT for 25 
years in 1970 will vote an 
indefinite extension or a li- 
mited renewal for five, 10, 15 
or 25 years. 

Whether Cairo votes for or 
against it, the treaty would 
still apply to Egypt unless it 
formally suspends its mem- 
bership — a step which Arab 
diplomats said would be un- 
likely. 

Egyptian officials mean- 


while have given up hope 
they can influence the out- 
come of the conference and 
have sought instead to push 
for three kinds of guarantees 
from Israel, Arab diplomats 
said. 

Cairo wants Israel to sign a 
formal declaration of intent 
to set a date for joining the 
NPT in the future, open faci- 
lities to international or 
Egyptian inspection, and 
pledge to join negotiations on 
drafting a treaty to eliminate 
'weapons of mass destruction 
from the Middle East. 

Iran, unlike Egypt and the 
Arab countries, has not link- 
ed its position to that of Israel 
although it has raised the 
problem of the Jewish state 
to justify its demands: equal 
rules for everyone, access to 
civilian nuclear technology, 
and guarantees of security 
from nuclear powers. 

Tehran is hoping for a li- 
mited renewal of the treaty 
but has said it was ready to 
sign the NPT without condi- 
tions. 

Mexico, Indonesia, and 
Nigeria have also expressed 
doubts about the NPT. and 
Egypt has been in diplomatic 
contact with them, an Egyp- 
tian official said. 

But the head of the U.S. 
delegation on the NPT, Tho- 
mas Graham, said on Jan. 28 
he was convinced a “signifi- 
cant majority" would support 
an indefinite extension of the 
NPT. having counted already 
more than 60 firm commit- 
ments. 

Lynn Davis, the U.S. 
undersecretary of state for 
arms control and internation- 
al security, told reporters 
Tuesday Washington was on 


Israel's side on this issue. 

“We are impressing upon 
Egypt our desire to have 
them support an indefinite 
extension of that treaty," she 
said. “We very much hope 
that at the end of the day the 
Egyptians can join'- us." 

In theory the U.S. goal is 
for the NPT to be extended 
to all countries in the region 
to make the Middle Easr a 
nuclear-free zone, including 
Israel, Ms. Davis said. 

But she immediately 
added, “we're also very 
realistic, and we would not 
expect the Israelis to take 
steps inconsistent with how 
they see their security to- 
day." 

Earlier in the day in Cairo. 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said his country 
wanted its nuclear row with 
Israel to figure on the agenda 
of Mr. Christopher's mission 
to the Middle East. 

“Contacts are underway to 
deal with this crisis as well as 
the dangers threatening the 
peace process and the feeling 
of disappointment among the 
Palestinians," he told repor- 
ters. 

Separately, the State De- 
partment announced that 
Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud A1 Faisal would 
pay a two-day visit to 
Washington, starting Thurs- 
day and including meetings 
with Mr. Christopher. 

The prince also will meet 
with President Bill Clinton, 
said the source speaking pri- 
vately. 

His talks with Mr. Christ- 
opher should include the 
Mideast peace process and 
the renewing the NPT. 


Marines find abandoned Somali orphans 


MOGADISHU (R) — Few 
Somalis seem to be weeping 
about the departure of fore- 
ign troops from their soil this 
week — but orphaned urchi- 
ns Abdullah and Ahmad 
cried their eyes out. 

Burly U.S. Mariner, who 
came ashore to cover eva- 
cuating United Nations 
peacekeepers on Tuesday 
were at a loss about what to 
do with the young children 
who wailed and sobbed when 
Pakistani soldiers who took 
care of them for months left. 

“The Pakistanis too!: oaje 
of them but now they have 
nowhere tt> go." said 
Sergernt Ron Turner. 

The children were clearly 
terrified of the uniformed 


American men wielding guns 
who seemed deeply touched 
by the boys' distress. 

“I gave diem some candy. I 
haven’t got any left,” said 
one soldier. 

But the sympathy of the 
Marines seemed to symbolise 
efforts by the world to do 
good in a country where the 
people often appeared un- 
grateful — and where the 
crisis was too great for all the 
money and military might of 
the West to solve. 

The Marines were able to 
discover through Somali 
translators th3t the two boys 
had no parents and came 
from weak clans that live far 
from Mogadishu, capital of a 
country which foreign in- 


tervention foiled to pull out 
of tribal anarchy. 

If they were turfed out 
onto the streets, the tiny boys 
would join thousands of 
homeless children who lost 
their families in civil war and 
famine. 

Somalis have a strong clan 
network which means those 
in need can always rely on 
relatives for help. But Abdul- 
lah and Ahmad told transla- 
tors they had nobody they 
knew to go to. 

The Marines asked Somali 
police- stationed at the sea- 
port for advice, but the men 
lounging about in the shade 
said they should simply be 
thrown out. 

When U.S. and Italian 


marines troops abandon the 
beach-head bases as the last 
U.N. forces leave in the next 
couple of days, the boys 
could be left behind as mobs 
of gunmen move in to loot 
the empty foreign bases. 

Sgt. 'Dimer said be had 
tried to get in touch with an 
orphanage set up by U.S. 
Marines when they first land- 
ed in Mogadishu to end 
Somalia's famine in Decem- 
ber 1992.... .. ... . 

. He said thal tbe Somalia-run. 
institution, known sas* the- 
“Restore, -Hope Orphanage” 
after the mission in which 
thousands of U.S.-led ‘troops 
arrived in a landmark huma- 
nitarian effort two years ago, 
had been closed down. 



TALIBANS: Two Afghans of the militant Taliban move- 
ment stand at their Charasyab base 25 kilometres southeast 
of Kabul where nine Russian-made battle-tanks are parked. 


mwm 

The Taliban's have reiterated their demand for the evacua- 
tion of the Afghan capital by troops loyal to President 
Bnrhanuddin Rabbani (AFP photo) 



Indyk 

appeared 

as U.S. 
envoy 
to Israel 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee Tuesday 
approved the nomination of 
Martin Indyk to be the first 
Jewish ambassador to Israel 
from the United States. 

The committee acted by 
voice vote without debate 
sending Mr. Indyk’s name to 
the full Senate for final ac- 
tion. 

Mr. Indyk, 43. has been 
director of Near East and 
South Asian affairs on Presi- 
dent Bill Cliton's National 
Security Council since 1993. 
He came to the United States 
m • 1982 from' Australia- and 
became a naturalised U.S. 
citizen two years ago. ( 

Until now, the State De- 
partment has felt that a Jew- 
ish ambassador to Israel 
might have a conflict of in- 
terest. 


Tour of Kabul is a lesson in survival skills 


By Greg Myre 

The * -senate d Press 

> l - .Vhen the fight- 
’•= .manuilab com- 
government 
i uo:. near the front line. 

Inc Nhooiir.g -lops, 
he runs a prosperous cur- 
rc.isy exchange shop cut of 
•-* old vhippinz container. 

Am :< nullah, like every 
Kabul raJdent. knows that 
fo :u:viv_* in this shattered 
ci.y y m: have to be flerjble. 
Th's rugged Asian ration 
been at war for 16 years 
?.p.d it' robust people have 
Itw.isu to cope, and in a 
fcv.- instances thrive, under 
the most extraordinary cir- 
c'.'mstances. 

Kaiul. once a lively city 
*■: buying markets, ha; 
C’- .i! In the Isfcmic 

militias that have t:. tiled 
for power since oorring a 
communist gove movent in 
1992. 

TV e has not been elec- 
tric:;. or running water for 
almost two vears. The 


nominal government does 
not function, schools are 
rare and there is no formal 
economy. 

None of this stops the 
enterprising Afghans, who 
are legendary for their sur- 
vival sk'lls. 

When the money- 
changing market was wiped 
out by heavy battles along 
the Kabul River last year, 
the industry^ quickly 
reemerged in the less vola- 
tile western side of town as 
dozens of operators set up 
shop in shipping containers. 

Amanullah, a husky, 
bearded man who wears a 
camouflage jacket and a 
bandolier of bullets, keeps 
in contact with his troops 
across town via walkie- 
talkie. 

“People have bad a bad 
life the past few years.” said 
Amanullah from the com- 
fort of his office, warmed 
by a stove. “What we all 
want now is peace and 
security." 

Piled on a nearby chair 
were about 50 separate 
stacks of Afghan money. 


each as thick as a brick and 
each one worth the equiva- 
lent of $1,000. As the busi- 
ness day closed, Amanul- 
lah’s assistant piled the cash 
into a suitcase for safekeep- 
ing at home. 

On Chicken Street, a 
shopping district catering to 
rich Afghans and the city's 
handful of foreigners, shop 
owners take orders for 
whiskey, vodka and beer — 
all illegal in the Islamic 
state — and deliver to your 
home. 

The government has tried 
to crack down on drag deal- 
ers selling hashish and gun 
sellers offering a wide array 
of weapons. But the offi- 
cials are always a step be- 
hind the businessmen, who 
never seem to lack for sup- 
plies or customers. 

In a city with few schools, 
boys become breadwinners 
at an early age. Boys no 
older than 10 often tug at 
your elbow to otter 
cigarettes. Others fill in 
potholes with dirt and try to 
flag down passing motorists 


for a tip. 

There are so many 
grease-stained kids working 
at Syed Rahman's car re- 
pair shop that it could be 
mistaken for an orphanage. 

Mohammad Hamid, who 
looks younger than his 14 
years, has in fact lost bis 
parents to the war and he 
supports his three yo&nger 
brothers on his monthly sal- 
ary of 12,000 Afghanis, the 
equivalent of S5. 

“It's not enough for all 
us, but we sometimes get 
free food, too,” said 
Mohammad, who was busy 
repairing the front wheel of 
a taxi. 

With so many people liv- 
ing at the marging, precious 
little is wasted. Carts of old 
tyres are hauled to a shop 
where they are made into 
shoes. Phone and electrical 
lines have been torn down 
{ot the copper, which can 
be resold. 

One man was seen hack- 
ing apart rockets — before 
they had been fired — to 
sell as scrap metal. 

Kabul has seen only spor- 


adic shooting for tbe past 
few days as a U.N. mission 
tries to establish a ceasefire 
and create a multiparty gov- 
ernment. But the relentless 
fighting over the past three 
years has caused about half 
the city's 1.5 million people 
to flee. 

Thousands of those still 
in Kabul now live in mos- 
ques, schools or badly scar- 
red apartment buildings. 

On the dusty streets, 
chaos reigns At almost every 
intersection, a hapless 
police officer in a white hat 
tries to impose order on the 
traffic only to find himself 
ignored by man, beast and 
vehicle. 

Many of the men on bicy- 
cles are small-time traders 
who regularly risked death 
and crossed the front line, 
which was a free-fire zone 
recently. 

There were almost daily 
casualties among the trad- 
ers who brought loads of 
flour or wood into tbe city 
for no more than $2 or S3 a 
day. 


U.S. travel curbs on Lebanon extended 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — The United States extended for 
six months restrictions on travel to Lebanon which were 
imposed nine years ago for security reasons, a State 
Department official said. Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher signed the extension of the measures, which were 
first taken after a TWA jetliner was hijacked to Beirut in 
1985, an official told AFP, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. The measures forbid U.S. nationals to travel to 
Lebanon and ban flights between Beirut and U.S. cities. 
They are reviewed every six months by the State Depart- 
ment. “We need concrete improvements,” the official said, 
adding that Washington hopes a dialogue with Lebanese 
officials on the issue would continue. An official Lebanese 
delegation, including Lebanese security officials, were in. 
Washington in February to try to persuade tbe U.S. 
administration to ease up on flic measures, as did an 
economic delegation. Lebanese Foreign Minister Fares 
Bouez said afterwards he expected a gradual lifting of the 
U.S. restrictions. 

17 ‘collaborators’ to be tried by PNA court 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The Palestinian 
National Authority's £ NA) state security court will next 
mouth try 17 Gaz^cs accused of killing a teacher and six 
guerrillas on orders from Israel. PNA Justice Minister 
Freih Abu Middein told A3 Nahar daily newspaper that the 
17 .were suspected of collaborating with Israel since- the 
September 1993 autonomy agreement. Several of them 
would be charged with the murder of Hani Abed, an 
Islamic fundamentalist who taught science in Khan Yunes. 
He died in a car bomb on Nov. 2 which the authorities 
blamed on Israeli agents. Others among the group would 
were accused of murdering six members of the Hawks, the 
armed wing of Fateh, Mr. Abu Middein said. Yasser 
Arafat set up the military court last month despite criticism 
from human rights group. There will be no appeal against 
sentences which Mr. Arafat himself must approve. 

Cyprus quake damage put at around $5 million 

NICOSIA (AFP) — An earthquake that killed two people 
in Cyprus last week caused two to three million Cypriot 
pounds (four to six million dollars) worth of damage, the 
government said Tuesday. Close to 700 homes were 
destroyed or damaged in 50 villages in the quake on 
Thursday which measured 5.2 on tbe Richter scale. Interior 
Minister Dinas Michaelides said. Tbe government will 
immediately rebuild 76 demolished homes and plans to 
cover the cost of damages in full, the minister said. The 
worst of tbe damage took place in the Paphos area on the 
west of the island, where an elderly couple were killed and 
six people were injured. Seismology officials in Cyprus said 
weak aftershocks continued to hit the island on’Tuesday. 

Bushido wrestlers visit Jerusalem sites 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Far East met Mideast 
Tuesday when Japanese oushido wrestling champion Novo- 
hiko Takada knelt in prayer at a holocaust museum and 
then visited tbe western wall. Takada is here along with 
with 15 other wrestlers from tbe United States and Japan 
for a tournament Thursday in Tel Aviv. Rachel Goldblatt, 
a spokeswoman for the wrestlers, said it would be the first 
time bushido, a Japanese form of martial arts, would be 
performed professionally outside Japan. Takada, draped ir. 
a knee-length black leather coat, donned a cardboard 
skullcap at die wall. Surrounded by photographers, camera 
crew and fans, Takada wrote a short note in Japanese and 
placed it in a crevice in the ancient stone wall, in tbe 
manner of religious Jews. He shook hands with police and 
greeted Israelis with the Hebrew word “Shalom." 


Algeria 

shows 

alleged 

presidential 

assassin 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Alge- 
rian authorities showed the 
alleged assassin of President 
Mohammad Boudiaf on tele- 
vision late Tuesday to quash 
rumours he had been killed in 
the bloody crushing of a prih 
on mutiny last week. 

Lembarek Boumarafi, a 
junior army officer who had 
not been seen publidy since 
Boudiaf s assassination on 
June 29, 1992, was relaxed 
and smiling as he answered 
questions from an interview- 
er during a two-hour prog- 
ramme on the mutiny. 

The revolt at the Serkadji 
prison in Algiers was put 
down last Wednesday by die 
security forces with the death 
of 96 inmates. 

Boumarafi said the 
mutineers had taken him 
from his cell, and he had 
subsequently been slightly 
wounded in the leg but was 
well. 

Other detainees testified 
that Boumarafi had seemed 
to be on good terms with die 
rebellious prisoners. Some, 
who had been -held hostage 
by the mutineers, said they 
had been injured by their’ 
captors and not by die secur- 
ity forces. 

They said that a leader of 
the banned Islamic Salvation 
Front, Abdul Kader Hacha- 
ni, had tried to act as a 
mediator between the rebels 
and the authorities to avoid a 
confrontation. 

The Algiers prosecutor 
confirmed that Hasfaani and 
Abdul Hak Layada, a former 
leader of the other fun- 
damentalist group at war with 
tbe Algerian government, the 
Armed Islamic Group, had 
met officials outside the pris- 
on gate and offered to medi- 
ate. 

Meanwhile in London, 
Amnesty International added 
its voice to calls for an inde- : 
pendent enquiry into the pris- 
on mutiny to determine the 
exact circumstances sur- ] 
rounding the carnage. 

In a statement published in : 
London, the human rights 
organisation called for the ; 
results of the enquiry and the 
names of those who died in 
tbe incident to be made pub- 
lic “as soon as possible.” 
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Sl. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swrifefc. Tel. 810740 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

On Thursday , clouds arc expected 
to appear at different altitudes with 
a dunce of showers particularly in 
the southern and eastern regions of 
die Kingdom. On Friday, warm 


weather conditions arc expected to 
prevail with skies partly cloudy and 
winds southeasterly moderate. On 
Saturday, temperatures are ex- 
pected to rise slightly with winds 
'southeasterly moderate. 

Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 7/15 

Aqaba 11/22 

Desens 5/ 18 

Jordan Valley 10/21 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 17. Aqaba 23. Humidity 
readings; Amman 47 per cent. 
Aqaba 40 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghazi Abdullah ...,,,...884286 

Dr. Yousef Sammour 663254 

Dr. Nidaj Asad 751672 

Dr. Khalid M'addi 743500 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrduws pharmacy 778336 

AJ Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

A1 Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Sbmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


CRB ID: 

Dr. Ali AI Omari 272032 

Alquds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yahya Tarifi 981520 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661 111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Poliec 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Pblicc 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Depa rtmen t 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605WW 

Price Complaints 66] 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints .. 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electric, ty Authority 

815615 


Electric Power 

Company 636361 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 03-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hossein Medical Centre 813813/32 
khalidi Maternity. J. Amo 

644281:6 

AkDeh Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Maihas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisam 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

U2ivcrsity Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AI>Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrccn ... 777I0IQ 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marfcj 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ....602240/50 

Amai Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital f09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 
.. „ . . (09)900560 

Ibn Sma Hospital (09)986732 

« H gaa Modem Hospital ((N)9W9W 

toinccn Basins Hospital (021275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 02)272275 
loo AI Nafccs Hospital 102)247100 
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SteSsyd 22g z'z&z Crpwa Prince 
:.7^irci ;&e2o) 


Hassan 'Wednesday chairs a meeting of Islamic 


> 0 W 3 i Prince urges preachers 
promote guidance of youth 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Rg;'&! Highness Crown 
i.ince Hsssan Wednesday 
u.-ged the Ministry of Awqaf 
arid Isiamic Affairs and its 
appointed mosque preachers 
to ‘nay pc. r^oilar attention to 
tecchies ycirth and deepen- 
fcg j-=ir faith. 

Addressing the first meet- 
ing by !■■£ councils and com- 
raiSces cf the various minis- 
try departments, the Crown 
Prince' suggested the creation 
o: a task force to include 
young Muslims to help 
spread the message of the 
mrsque. 

He told the' audience 
gathered at die Islamic Cultu- 
ral Centre at the King Abdul- 
lah Mosque in Amman that 
the massage c? the mosque 
should be based cn a univer- 


sal Islamic perspective, and 
that scholars and religious 
leaders should pool their re- 
sources in helping the youth 
understand and deal with the 
developments of the modem 
age. 

Prince Hassan also called 
on the ministry to help orga- 
nise meetings with Muslim 
scholars from other nations, 
to seek a twinning of Jorda- 
nian mosques with other 
mosques in the Arab and 
Islamic worlds, and to prom- 
ote and highlight Jordan's 
call for the creation of an 
international Zakat fund to 
help the poor in the Muslim 
world. 

At the outset of the meet- 
ing. Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abdul Sal am 
A1 Abbadi reviewed ministry 


plans for improving the de- 
partments 1 various functions 
and the execution of plans set 
by the ministry to upgrade 
preaching and other services 
to the public. 

Among topics discussed at 
the meeting were: the mos- 
que's mission, the Friday ser- 
mons, schools for teaching 
the Holy Koran, iftaa, Isla- 
mic publications. Sharia 
teaching, the Zakat hind, and 
issues related to Haj (pilgrim- 
age to Mecca). 

Present at the meeting 
were Chief Islamic ■ Justice 
Sheikh Izzeddin AJ Khatib A1 
Tamimi. Minister of Public 
Works and Housing Abdul 
Razzaq Eosour, Prince Has- 
san’s advisor, Mohammad 
Saqaf, and other officials. 


Ismsli esavoy- designate makes 
k Amman visit — embassy 


3? a Jordan Times 
3$s££ Reporter 

AMMAN — The Israeli 
cassador-designatetojor- 
can. Shimon Shamir, paid a 
.few-hour visit to Amman on 
v/ednesday and held talks 
wits officials at the Israeli 
embassy and drove around 
the capital, an Israeli embas- 
sy spokeswoman said. 

7 k spokeswoman said it 
wco “premature" to discuss 
anything about Mr. Shamir’s 
p'ans since his nomination as 
Israel's first ambassador to 
Jordan had yet to be con- 
^irrr,ed by the Israeli cabinet. 

“ike ambassador- 
designate was here on a pri- 
vate visit that lasted a few 
hoars, and there was nothing 
official about the visit," said 
the spokeswoman, adding 
that no Jordanian officials 
had met Mr. Shamir. 

Other reports suggested 
that Mr. Shamir might have 
been here for “orientation" 
ahe"d cf a possible appear- 
ance before the Israeli 
cabinet prior to his appoint- 
ment, although such an en- 


counter is not obligatory. He 
was also believed to be look- 
ing for a possible residence in 
Amman. 

Foreign ministry officials 
.said the Jordanian govern- 
ment had not received any 
official notification of Mr. 
Shamir's nomination. In any 
event, such a notification, 
which would seek Jordanian 
approval of the nomination, 
could come only after the 
Israeli government itself 
approves it. 

The officials, who prefer- 
red not to be identified, said 
they did not expea any prob- 
lems with Jordan approving 
Mr. Shamir, an academician 
and expert on Middle East 
affairs. 

Mr. Shamir, a professor at 
Tel Aviv University, served 
as Israel's first ambassador to 
Egypt. 

His possible nomination as 
ambassador to Jordan was a 
compromise between Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres who favoured 
rival candidates, according to 
reports in the Israeli press. 


The Israeli foreign ministry 
finalised Mr. Shamir as 
ambassador two weeks ago, 
but the cabinet has not taken 
up. the issue yet. 

In the meantime, Marwan 
Muasfaer, Jordan's 
ambassador-designate to 
Israel, was sworn in early this 
week in the presence of His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

Dr. Muasher, who served 
as head of the Jordan In- 
formation Bureau in 
Washington and then as 
spokesman for the King- 
dom's peace negotiators with 
Israel, is expected to leave 
for Tel Aviv after the Eid 
holidays. 

Israel and Jordan opened 
embassies in Amman and Tel 
Aviv respectively in Decem- 
ber, but both the facilities are 
operating out of hotels pend- 
ing the location of suitable 
premises. 

The Jordanian embassy in 
Tel Aviv, as and when fully 
functional from proper pre- 
mises, is expected to have up 
to seven diplomats supported 
by administrative staff, local 
reports said. 


GOING ON 


Tee foliowing listings ore compiled from 
monthly bulletins and the daily Arabic press. 
Renders are advised to verify the listed time 
and place itirn the concerned institutions. 


Lecture (in Arabic) entitled “The Correct 
Crisis of the Oslo Accord: Causes and 
Horizons*’ by Mr. Nabil 'Amr, Fateh 
Revolutionary Council member, at Abdul 
SsfflKCKj Shaman Foundation oa Sunday, 


March 5, at 6:00 p.m. 


Jordan River Designs (a Save The Chil- 
dren Prqject) featuring hand embroi- 
dered, home furnishing, and fashion 
accessories during the Eid holiday (Tel. 
628760). 

■h “Young America” exhibit (with photo- 
graphs featuring Americans of all ages) 
at the American Centre. 


‘Cabinet decision to raise pensions 
in line with King’s directives’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
Cabinet decision issued Tues- 
day evening raising the pen' 
sion of retired civil and milit- 
ary personnel whose services 
were terminated before De- 
cember 1994 came in imple- 
mentation of His Majesty 
King Hussein’s directives in 
recognition of their vital ser- 
vices to the nation over the 
past yearn. Minister of In- 
formation Khaied Karaki 
said Wednesday. 

Dr. Karaki said the in- 
creases, ranging between JD7 
and JD23 a month, would 
raise the retired servicemen’s 
and civil personnel’s pensions 
to the same level of those 
who retired before December 
1, 1994. 

He said, however, that 
since the increases amount to 
a JD36 million — something 
for which there was no alloca- 
tion in the 1995 fiscal budget 
— the Council of Ministers 
decided to spread the in- 
creases gradually over the 
next three years ending May 
1, 1997 when all retired per- 
sonnel from the civil service 
and military would be receiv- 
ing the same amount of pen- 
sion regardless of the dSt^ of 
their retirement. 


Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
dan eh said in a statement 
earlier that the measures are 
designed to remove differ- 
ences in the amount of pen- 
sion, received by eailier and 
new pensioners. 

He said the total number of 
retired personnel — civil and 
military — who would benefit 
from the plan is 160,175. 

The plan was submitted to 
King Hussein at a Cabinet 
meeting held Tuesday even- 
ing. 

The King voiced apprecia- 
tion of the government’s 
efforts to come to the aid of 
military and civilian person- 
nel who had offered vital 
services to the nation over 
the years and to the families 
of martyrs. 

King Hussein directed the 
government to speed up 
study on other laws and reg- 
ulations which are needed to 
cater to the requirements of 
the current stage of con- 
structing the country’s in- 
stitutions and achieving over- 
all development. 

•The King listened to a de- 
tailed briefing by the prime 
' minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker about the govern- 
ment's programmes aimed at 


implementing its policy state- 
ment as presented to parlia- 
ment and in implementation 
of royal directives to the gov- 
ernment. 

The Cabinet said that Jor- 
dan would attend the 103rd 
Arab League Council session 
due to be held on March 22 in 
Cairo, and said that the 
Jordanian delegation will be 
led by Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Abdul Karim Kabar- 
iti. 

The Cabinet also formed 
Jordan’s delegation to attend 
an international conference 
on investment opportunities 
in tourism and hotel sectors 
in Arab countries to be held 
in Damascus on March 12. 
Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Abdul Ilah A1 
Khatib will bead Jordan's de- 
legation to that meeting. 

The Cabinet also formed 
Jordan’s delegation to a 
meeting by the Arab Satellite 
Communications Organisa- 
tion meeting to be held in the 
United Arab Emirates on 
March 27, and another de- 
legation to attend the 11th 
meeting of the International 
Labour Organisation’s com- 
mittee on chemical industries 


to be held in Geneva in May. 

Also Wednesday the 
Cabinet announced its 
approval of recommenda- 
tions submitted by a ministe- 
rial committee set up to study 
the fete of workers at the 
defunct Jordan Class Indus- 
tries Company (JGICO) 
which had suspended opera- 
tions as of Dec. 31, 1993 due 
to heavy losses. 

According to a statement 
from the Cabinet, the com- 
pany’s estimated 300 workers 
will be absorbed by govern- 
ment departments and pnblic 
shareholding companies and 
given new jobs. 

The statement said that all 
the company workers will re- 
ceive a 13tb month salary for 
last year and that care would 
be taken towards appointing 
these workers in establish- 
ments as dose as possible to 
their present place of resi- 
dence. 

According to the state- 
ment, 131 workers will be 
given jobs in share-holding 
companies and 103 in govern- 
ment departments, while the 
rest wfll later be found jobs in 
accordance with their skills 
and experience. 


The Council of Ministers 
had entrusted the ministerial 
committee on Feb. 11 to 
undertake a frill study of the 
company’s affairs and come 
up with recommendations. 

The company, which was 
established in 1974 near 
Maan with a JD1 million 
capital, started production in 
1984, and its capital was 
raised to JD9 million in 1987. 

It suffered losses of more 
than 75 per cent of its capital 
mainly as a result of obsolete 
technology and production 
methods, according to ex- 
perts. 

The main problem was the 
below-standard quality of 
sheet glass produced by the 
company’s factory causing 
the company to ran into se- 
rious troubles over the past 
few years. 

Experts said that the com- 
pany’s assets are estimated 
between $35 million and $40 
million. 

Several proposals submit- 
ted to the Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade about mod- 
ernising the plant are still 
pending, and the Cabinet 
statement made no mention 
of any plans in this respect. 


Premier inaugurates 
QA1A link bridge 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The new 
bridge linking the Abdonn 
area with the Queen Alia 
International Airport high- 
way and the Seventh Cirde in 
Amman was formally inaugu- 
rated Wednesday by Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker at a ceremony 
attended by Amman Mayor 
Mamdouh Abbadi and other 
officials. 

The bridge was to have 
been opened for traffic three 
weeks ago, but work was 
delayed temporarily follow- 
ing the collapse of dart of the 
construction on Jan. 3, in 
which workers were injured. 

According to Amman 
Municipality sources, the 
bridge, which cost 
JD400,000, is linked to a 
one- kilometre-long stretch of 


road connecting the indust- 
rial zone of Wadi Seer with 
the Abdoun district, and is 
considered of important to 
helping motorists avoid the 
usually congested road lead- 
ing to the Seventh and Eighth 
circles. 

The prime minister and the 
mayor toured the area and 
was told that the total cost of 
the construction was borne 
by the municipality which 
also financed the construc- 
tion of traffic lights, street 
shoulders . 

Dr. Abbadi said that the 
municipality worked around 
the dock against the odds of 
shorter working hours during 
Ramadan and cold nights to 
finish the job and present the 
completed bridge to the pub- 
lic as a gift on ’Eid AlFitr. 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker -and attmH the inanguratioa of the QA1A link 
Amman Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi Wednesday bridge (Petra photo) 


JPA board member resigns in protest 
over ‘cooperation in curtailing press’ 



By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment closure of two weekly 
newspapers has led to the 
resignation of Jordan Press 
Association’s (JPA’s) 
board member Musa 
Hawamdch in protest 
against what he terms as 
the association’s coopera- 
tion with the Minister of 
Information to curtail press 
freedoms. 

“The association has 
been transformed into 
another department of the 
Ministry or Information,’’. 
Mr. Hawamdeb charged 
Wednesday in an interview 
with the Jordan Times. “It 
is being used as the means 
to muzzle all voices that 
oppose the government.’' 

In his resignation that he 
submitted to the JPA Tues- 
day Mr. Hawamdeh, a 
senior journalist with A1 
Dus tour daily, said the key 
reason behind .it was his 
failure to achieve any of the- 
objectives he was elected’ 
for. 

“The association is in 
very bad shape," be said. 
“If we aren’t able to come, 
crp with a really good asso- 
ciation that would defend 
and protect journalists’ 
rights, then journalism as a 
whole would not be im- 
proved.’’ 

Mr. Hawamdeh, an au- 


thor of several booklets 
and former columnist at 
Sawt A1 Sbaab and A1 Dus- 
tour, accused the Press and 
Publications Department 
(PPD) of forgetting writers 
and opposition papers. 

Mr. Hawamdeh said the 
Press and Publications De- 
partment was only tolerant 
of “the same old type of 
monotonous journalism. It 
cannot tolerate serious and 
professional journalism.’’ 

In a letter sent on Sunday 
to the two tabloids A1 Bflad 
and Ha wade tb A1 Sa’ah — 
a copy of which also sent to 
A1 Dustour publishing 
house where the two pap- 
ers are regularly printed — 
the director of the Press 
and Publications Depart- 
ment, Mohammad Amin, 
called on the two periodic- 
als to stop their publication 
until their status is rectified 
in accordance with the law. 
He told the Jordan Times 
that the chief editors of the 
pvo weeklies could not be 
considered as full members* 
r of the JPA since they have 
not been sworn in. 

On Monday, Mr. Amin 
sued A1 Majd weekly for 
publishing a riddle that is 
considered offensive to the 
president of the United 
Arab Emirates, Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan A1 
Nahayan. The riddle, 
printed in Monday's paper, 
asked readers to identify an 


imaginary animal “with 
one eye, one ear, lives in 
the wilderness, eats honey 
and stings like a bee. The 
creater is homosexual, 
bates women and is short- 
sighted.” 

A1 Majd printed the rid- 
dle under a headline iden- 
tifying the author as Sheikh 
.Al Nahayan. It said the 
riddle seems to be written 
by Sheikh Zayed but “dis- 
tributed by his enemies.'' 
The weekly readers should 
send answers to the royal 
palace in the UAE capital. 
Abu Dhabi, to qualify for a 
prize of one million UAE 
dirhams. 

Mr. Amin said AI Majd 
violated Article 40 of the 
Press and Publication Law. 
'Hie article bans all publica- 
tions “from publishing arti- 
cles or information that 
would slander the personal- 
ity of presidents of Arab 
countries, Islamic or 
friendly countries or beads 
and members of diplomatic 
missions.” 

The chief editor of A I 
Majd, Fabd Rimawi, said 
the article altogether with 
all its clauses should be 
cancelled. 

“There is no such article 
in any press and publica- 
tion law all over the 
world,” Mr. Rimawi said. 
“In a couple of months 
they would sue us if we 


utter a word against 
Israel." 

Mr. Rimawi accused the 
government of attempting 
to wipe out all weekly 
opposition newspapers by 
using a “law that is filled 
with gaps.” 

“There is no democracy 
anymore,” he said. 
“Democracy can't survive 
in such an environment.” 

JPA President Suleiman 
Qudah rejected all accusa- 
tions against the associa- 
tion and said the associa- 
tion would stand by Al 
Majd in court but bad no-’ 
thing to do with the dosing 
down of Al Bilad and 
Hawadeth Al Sa’ah. 

“Can one consider 
Hawadeth Al Sa’ah as an 
opposition newspaper?" 
Mr. Qudah asked. “We 
were' asked by the PPD if 
die newly-appointed chief 
editors were JPA members 
or not, and we said mem- 
bership could not be com- 
plete unless they took the 
oath.” 

Hilmi Al Asmar, a JPA 
board member, said he 
opposed the closure of any 
newspaper but that “things 
have gone out of hand.” 

“It is a very complicated 
issue;” Mr. Asmar, chief 
editor of the Islamist week- 
ly Al Sabeel, said. “Tire 
publication of sensational 
news ... we have employed 


all means but nothing 
seems to work, out." 

Al Bilad, Hawadeth Al 
Sa’ah and Shihan have 
come under criticism from 
the JPA because they were 
“overstating facts and pub- 
lishing material that in- 
fringe upon the general 
ethics." The JPA cited 
Article 40-a-9 that bans the 
publication of any news, 
reports, letters and photos 
that are in contradiction 
with the general ethics and 
moral standards. 

In a memo sent last 
month to the three week- 
lies, the JPA threatened to 
refer them to a disciplinary 
council if they did not stop 
publising “fabricated news, 
obscene photos and inaccu- 
rate news.” 

“It is not a story of pub- 
lishing obscene photos or* 
fabricated crimes," Mr. 
Hawamdeh charged. 
“They are targetting 
opposition papers because 
they publish true and real 
information that has never 
been published before and 
that influences decision- 
makers.” 

“Bat our values are diffe- 
rent from those in Euro- 
pean countries,” Yasser 
Abu Hi I al eh, managing 
editor of Al Sabeel, said! 
“We have constants and 
fixed principles that cannot 
be changed.” 


Reports of liquidation of media production firm 
false; company progressing well, says chairman 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Recent reports in 
the Arabic press 10 M of the 
liquidation of the Jordan Radio, 
Television and Gnema Produc- 
tion Company which were close- 
ly followed by a denial issued by 
its board of directors chairman, 
Fahed Fanek, stating that the 
company was in fact progressing 
well. 

“There is no reality whatsoev- 
er*’ in the reports of liquidation, 
“the company is operating and 
has rented its studios to JTV 
(Jordan Television) for two 
months, and Shaikh Saleh Kamel 
for another two,” Dr. Fanek told 


the Jordan Times Wednesday. 

AHntaj, the shortened Arabic 
name for the production com- 
pany, almost met financial ruin 
last autumn. 

F.stablished in 1983, the com- 
pany over expended its original 
capital of JD 5 million (S15 mil- 
lion in 1983) by a further JD 5 to 
5.5 mOlioa to build two state-of- 
the-art studios and purchase 
equipment. 

The expense incurred soft 
loans from foreign hanks which 
became increasingly bard to re- 
pay as production dropped off. 

Former Al-Intaj General Man- 
ager Jawad Maraqefa Mamed de- 
creased production upon the 
trend towards outdoor shooting 
and the loss of the company’s 


best market: the Gulf states. 

The Gulf crisis of 1990-1991 
led to a strain- in relations be- 
tween Jordan and the Gulf coun- 
tries. 

In a bid to Stem its insolvency a 
management committee, 
appointed last July, derided 
upon tearing the studios. 

In late September the lease 
was awarded to Saudi business- 
man and Rome-based Arab 
Radio and Television (ART) 
owner Shaikh Saleh Kamel. 

Despite the management com- 
mittee’s approval of Sheikh 
Saleh's offer of 5500,000 annual- 
ly for four yean, the lease has 
not yet been activated. 

Mr. Maraqeh resigned from 
his position as gencfral manager 


last November, and in mid- 
December the trouble-shooting 
management committee was re- ■ 
placed by a board of directors. 

The board and its chairman. 


■ ■** ••• vuouiuau, 

Dr. Fanek, were elected by foe 
company's general assembly. 

Although foe terms of the 
lease have not been concluded, 
said Dr. Fanek, Al-lntaj has 
made short-term agreements 
with JTV and ART to rent them 
the dse of the studios and equip- 
ment. 

The government and 
government-guided agencies 
own between them 85 per cent of 
the company’s shares. 


Therefore, regarding foe bank to ZaidFeri 
loans be said: "The loans are reply of acce 
guaranteed by Jordan Invest- Si awaited. 


ment Corporation and are the 
liability of the Ministry of Fi- 
nance." 

“We do not have to worry 
about foe loans. We worry about 
/he day-to-day affairs, and cur- 
rently foe company is doing well 
and is liquid," he added. 

“In fact, we are having second 
thoughts about a long-term lease 
because the (production) dimate 
is more favourable,” said Dr. 
Fanek. adding that the company 
is awaiting the arrival of a new 
genera] manager. 

The position has been offered 
to Zaid Feriz of JTV, but Ills 


reply of acceptance or refusal is 
stul awaited. 
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‘tan president calls 
t® stop hostility 


--ns pay tribute to Marshal 


... '.Ai ) 
:!• ‘i ::w 


i-;;> ill- 
•'■1 >.im 


place a i the Sejong Cultural 
Centre in downtown Seoul 
v.itli some 4.00U prominent 
Koreans participating, in- 
cluding children of those who 
:cuk part in the independ- 
ence struggle. 

"it is a national shame for 
our countrv to remain di- 
vided after half a century." 
Mr. Kim said, standing in 
front of a huge mural depict- 
ing women and men waving 
Korean flags and marching io‘ 
demand freedom. 

"Our patriots of old 
dreamed of an independent, 
r.iiiiled and advanced home- 
land. not one which was di- 
vided Both the South and 
Well: must now strive in 
-V.'neV: for unification." 

On March I. 1«1 9. 
■housjnds »*f Koreans took to 
the '■■freer? to declare inde- 
pendence from Japan. Hun- 
dreds were injured and taken 
prisoner. Dozens were killed. 
Schools were closed as a 
and many fled to Chi- 
oa .*-.td the United States to 
v "C persecution. March I is 
national holidav in South 


Relations between North 
in.1 .S'^ii-h Korea are still 
frost;. . mid government -level 
Milk.t on improving ties have 
L'-.vii suspended since 1995. 

With no peace treaty 
signed, the two sides remain 
technically at war. with near- 
's I million troops faring off 
across the demilitarised zone. 

world’s most heavily 
;• .-Jed border. 


Recent attempts at restart- 
ing talks have been fruitless, 
with both sides suggesting 
meetings only to have the 
other side reject each offer. 

North-South dialogue was 
supposed to occur with the 
implementation of a nuclear 
deal between Pyongyang and 
Washington. 

Meanwhile. North Korean 
Wednesday bid a final 
farewell to Defence Minister 
O Jin-U. number two in the 
Communist state's hierarchy, 
who died of lung cancer 
Saturday at 78. 

The official Korean Cen- 
tral News Agency (KCNA). 
monitored in Tokyo, said 
Kim Jong-II attended a 
solemn state funeral for Mar- 
shal O. a rare public appear- 
ance by the isolated country's 
shadowy leader. 

"The great leader of our 
party and our people Com- 
rade Kim Jong-Tl. chairman 
of the National Defence 
Commission of the DPRK 
{ Democratic People's Re- 
public of Korea) and sup- 
reme commander of the Ko- 
rean People’s Army, was pre- 
sent at the funeral," KCNA 
said in a dispatch from Pyon- 
gyang. 

“Comrade Kim Jong-U 
together with senior party 
and state officials paid a mo- 
ment’s silent tribute to the 
memory of O Jin-U." the 
agency said. 

Marshal 0's death compounds 
the mystery over develop- 
ments in the corridors of 


power of the secretive state, 
which continues to recover 
from the shock of losing 
founder Kim FI-Sung, Km 
Jong-ITs father, last July. 

Radio Pyongyang had said 
Kim Jong-II would head the 
240-member funeral commit- 
tee, which included senior 
party and state officials. 

Prime Minister Kang Song- 
San. previously ranked third 
in the country's hierachy, was 
named just behind Kim' Jong- 
II in the list of funeral com- 
mittee members, meaning 
that Mr. Kang had virtually 
inherited the number two 
position from Marshal O, 
South Korean officials said. 

“I don't think there will be 
major changes in the hierar- 
chy until Kim Jong-II formal- 
ly assumes top positions in 
the North." said Choi Sang- 
Chol. an analyst at the Uni- 
fication Ministry in Seoul. 

The junior Kim has been 
hailed by North Korean 
media as his father's succes- 
sor but has yet to be elevated 
to the key posts held by his 
father — state president and 
general secretary of the all- 
powerful Communist Party. 

KCNA said Marshal O was 
buried in the Revolutionary 
Martyrs Cemetery on Mount 
Taesong in Pyongyang. 

"A bust of O Jin-U was set 
up in the cemetery.” it 
added. 

Before the funeral, North 
Koreans paid tribute to the 
late defence minister in Pyon- 
gyang. 



Ecuadoran President Doran Bailen stows on a 
map tbe disputed border area between Peru 
ai>j Ecuador during a press conference in 
Montevideo. Mr. Duran Bailen was in Monte- 


Ecuador, Peru agree to abide by truce 


ov. r s to keep 


Simpson prosecution 
given tape of alibi witness 


keep Lb? United States 
•a' ; r the United N;t- 
li.'nt in peacekeeping, to 
: i> supporting an active 

rc-ic in :!:e world." Mr. Clin- 
•or. vvid during an exchange 
•O'b reporters. 


’! beiievs the American 
i-c- ipie understand that we're 
tc-.tc- ofl having these bur- 
d.r.-» shared with ail the na- 
IS r f lb? world," Mr.-Clin- 
ii’s: '’.aid. 


LOS ANGELES (R) — O.J. 
Simpson's defence team 
Tuesday gave prosecutors a 
tape of" an interview with a 
key alibi witness who says she 
saw ;he American football 
legend's white vehicle outside 
his estate at the time he was 
alleged to be murdering his 
ex-wife and a friend. 

Prosecutors have accused 


the defence of trying to, 
“sandb3i!'-"their case by with- 


"if we walk away as some 
suggest we should in our 
! .'on grew. L*nd don’t spend 
■i.r. cy on the this, all 
going to do is make the 
v. ,i rld's problem; worse." he 

J 

aJiu 
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The Liqiriza incident has 
Also refocused world atten- 
Csss Timor which 
.ndcr.esia invaded in 1975. a 
move never recognised by the 
’ ‘ s, ' c ” or ' i - 
: ? Rights C«n- 

Mj; v:on':; findings were sur- 
tough riven its offi- 
pcsittor., and directly 
: or, : r; Jici ed in ve stigations 
■r:--- the incident carried out 
by the powerful military. 

'Vhre admitting troops de- 
■•ir.iod from procedures, the 
insist 1 ; two of the 
, "tv-nre were guerrillas and 
' ■'? i. t ’err '-ympnthiscrs. 

• • - -m :n rights groups, East 
■ ;'*sofi , 'ir chiles and local re- 
have Mid all along the 
•\\ were only villagers." 

Smcc invading East Timor, 
•r.donerin has laced dwind- 


? 'sandbau'"their case by with- 
holding the tape, made July - 
29, and even denying its ex- 
istence. 

In a separate development, 
transcripts released Tuesday 
of an in-chambers hearing 
between Judge Lance Ito and 
the attorneys indicated the 
judge might dismiss a juror 
Wednesday for misconduct. 

The panel member is juror 
: 620, a black man who re- 
! ported!) 1 made a bet with a 
colleague at work before 
being chosen for the panel 
that Simpson would be found 

■ not guilty- 

The juror was also seen 
sporting a San Francisco 
i 49ers lapel pin. The 49ers was 
] the last team Simpson played 

■ for in his illustrious career as 
! a running back. 

! Judge Ito told the attor- 
1 .ncys he would deal with the 
{ ’■problem" of Juror 620 when 
the jury returns to court 
Wednesday. 

After listening to the taped 
conversation between witness 
; Rosa Lopez and defence in- 
| vcstigatc! William Pavelic 
; Tuesday. Deputy District 
! Attorney Marcia Clark told 
Judge Ito she hud never 
heard anything like it in her 
career. 

"I have never heard a wit- 


v'ueTriiic, resistance spd \ basically coached and 


•'•■eaeri civilian unrest. j 

Tiler :rer* of the year-old J 
':.: c:i::ssion — which has 1 
’.-■Jen ^-uispnlvcnly critical on i 
. _» jrc! key cases — returned i 
froT. Dili Sunday i 
:v,y ir.vesiieatior.s into | 

1 -• vcit-jnt. ’ ■ 

MaracV:; Darusman. a i 
— Tivior. member, told the 
conference it would | 
.rra ent the findings of the j 
to the government i 
:i‘\ he: no declined tc ! 
• dc'jl! 4 . | 

in the ~ftermn:b of the I 


told what to say through ev- 
ery bend and turn." she said. 
She said the audio tape. 


when compared to Ms. 
Lopez's testimony on the 
stand Monday, contained 
“many glaring inconsisten- 
cies." 

Although Ms. Lopez testi- 
fied to seeing Simpson's Ford 
Bronco on the night of the 
murders last June,* there is no 
mention of the vehicle on the 
tape. 

In addition,. Ms. Clark 
said, Ms. Lopez talks oh the. 
tape. about hearing.. a con- 
versation between Simpson 
and another man at about 10 
p.m. that night, but that fact 
was never brought out in her 
testimony. 

Ms. Clark said that for 
once in her career she was at 
a loss for words. “I'm speech- 
less... that tells you some- 
thing," she said. 

The prosecution Monday 
called on Judge Ito to disci- 
pline Simpson's so-called 
"dream team" for concealing 
the tape. 

Defence attorney Carl 
Douglas, who is in charge of 
exchange evidence with the 
prosecution under Califor- 
nia’s law of discovery, said 
Monday he was not aware of 
the tape. 

Mr. Pavelic testified Tues- 
day it was only when he 
heard prosecution lawyer 
Christopher Darden's state- 
ment that he remembered 
having the tape and brought 
it to the attention of the 
defence. 

Ms. Lopez had been due to 
take the stand for a third time 
Tuesday morning, but the i 
judge and attorneys spent the 
morning having the tape 
copied 

Ms. Lopez testified Mon- 
day that she saw Simpson's 
Bronco parked outside his , 
home at around 10:15 p.m. 
on June 12. 1994, I 


MONTEVIDEO (AFP) — 
Ecuador and Pern have 
agreed to halt their month- 
long border war and abide by 
their Feb. 17 ceasefire pact, 
during a four-boor meeting 
with international mediators 
in Montevideo. 

The “Declaration of Mon- 
tevideo" was signed at mid- 
night Tuesday (0300 GMT 
Wednesday) by Foreign 
Ministers Gaio Leoro of 
Ecuador, Efrain Golden berg 
of Peru, Guido di Telia of 
Argentina, Luiz Lampreia of 
Brazil and Jose Miguel Insul- 
za of Chile. 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of 
State for Latin American 
affairs. Alexander Watson, 
also signed the agreement. 

Argentina, Brazil, Chile 
and the United States, who 
guaranteed a flawed, 1942 
border treaty between the 
two countries, have stepped 
in as mediators since the 
latest fighting began on Jan. 
26. 

The ministerial meeting 
here was convened last week 
by Ecuador after it became 
dear that neither country was 
complying with the ceasefire 
agreement that was signed in 
Brasilia last month. 

The four-point Declaration 
of Monetvideo calls for an 
immediate ceasefire in the 
disputed border area along 
the Andes* Condor Range, 
and for both sides to with- 
draw their troops to previous- 
ly' designated areas — Coan- 


gos in Ecuador and PV1 in 
Peru. 

“It was a positive meet- 
ing... we have witnessed in 
Ecuador and Peru a genuine 
willingness to begin a peace 
process with a total affirma- 
tion of an immediate cease- 
fire,” Mr. Lampreia told re- 
porters after the agreement 
was signed. 

The Brazilian minister 
cautioned, however, that the 
agreement was “only an ini- 
tial step” towards negotai- 
tions to settle the Ecuador- 
Pcru border dispute once and 
for all. 

“We will reach that stage 
after the (border) area has 
been demilitarised,” Mr. 
Lampreia said, adding that 
the guarantor countries of the 
1942 Protocol of Rio de 
Janeiro would send military 
observers “immediately” to 
78-kilometre (48-mile) 
stretch of Amazon jungle 
claimed by both countries. 

Mr. Lampreia said finding 
a lasting settlement to the 
border dispute between 
Ecuador and Peru was vital, 
“otherwise this military crisis 
will be repeated over and 
again.” 

Border clashes have been 
frequent since Ecuador in 
I960 withdrew from foe Rio 
Protocol, which failed to 
properly demarcate the are in 
the rugged jungle area at the 
bead of the Cenepa River. 

Mr. Guido Di Telia said be 
felt confidence the latest, 


Bomb hurled at U.S. 
embassy in Tima 


Meanwhile suspected re- 
bels buried a bomb outside 
the U.S embassy here late 
Tuesday, shattering some 
windows, and tossed two 
other bombs at police sta- 
tions, injured seven passerby, 
police said. 

There were no injuries re- 
ported in the blast at the U.S. 
embassy, which also dam- 
aged some nearby store 
fronts. The bom& was hurled 
from a passing car, police 
said. ” 


Embassies prepare to return to Berlin 


BERLIN (AFP) — Foreign 
embassies are slowly prepar- 
ing to return to Beilin as the 
capital of a united Germany 
for the first time for 50 year* 
or more. 

Last week Britain became 
the first country to unveil its 


plan for a new mission, to be 
built on tbe site of its former 


built on tbe site of its former 
embassy in the Wfihclmstras- 
se, the original diplomatic 
quarter conceived under 
Adolf Hitler’s Third Reich. 

Work is to begin at the end 
of 1996, some two years be- 
fore more than 100 countries 
are due to move their diplo- 
mats from Bonn to Beilin in 
the wake of the German gov- 
ernment. 

In the same area by the 
Brandenburg Gate the 
French and U.S. embassies 
will also rise again in a rebuilt 
Pariser Platz, which after 
being destroyed in World 
War n then isolated in the 
no-man’s land created by the 
Berlin Wall, is set to become 
the new capital’s heart, com- 
plete with a new Adlon 
Hotel. 

Washington invited sub- 
missions from architects a 
few months ago. while the 
French are winding up nego- 
tiations for a plot adjacent to 
the one they have possessed 


since 1860 to enable them to 
construct a bigger and more 
suitable mission. 

When die French embassy 
was last in Berlin it bad 45 
diplomats. In Bonn at pre- 
sent Paris has 260 representa- 
tives, tbe bead of the Berlin 
diplomatic team, Christian 
Conan, stressed. 

“The architectural com- 
petition will be launched this 
year, and we mil be ready for 
when the government ar- 
rives," Mr. Conan said. 

Some countries already 
have embassies in the eastern 
part of the city, the former 
capital of East Beilin. 

The Russians, for example, 
will stay in their mission on 
the prestigious avenue Unter 
Den Linden, but many others 
have buildings that are un- 
suitable, or only on a lease. 

Greece plans to move back 
into its prewar building in the 
Wilbelmstrasse area, which is 
at present in ruins, with win- 
dows walled up and a pile of 
rubbish accumulating in 
front. 


Italy and Japan can also 
move back into their former 
homes, which were already 
rebuilt before the fall of the 
■Wall and retain their old 
fasdst-style architecture of 


heavy columns and porticos, 
reflecting their former 
alliance with Hitler. 

At present they house an 
Italian consulate and a 
German- Japanese cultural in- 
stitute respectively. 

Other countries, which 
sold their Berlin rites during 
the cold war and set up in 
Bonn instead, are negotiating 
their repurchase with federal 
or dty authorities here. 

The municipality has laun- 
ched an embassy fund to help 
countries look for sites, 
promising a 25 per cent re- 
duction on the price of land 
bought before the middle of 
this year. 

With 1998 still some way 
off, and the considerable in- 
vestment a new embassy re- 
quires, many of tbe smaller 
countries are still hesitating. 
But the suggestion that de- 
veloping nations remain in 
Bonn, which will still be the 
home of Germany’s Foreign 
Aid Ministry, has had a 
mixed response. 

“It would be perceived as 
degrading, with first-class 
ambassadors living in Berlin 
and second-class ones in 
Bonn,” commented Martin 
Loer, deputy director for 
protocol in the Berlin region- 
al government. 


After years of delay, Irish lawmakers to face abortion 


ore'gn journalists 


!:. bi'cr denied permits to 

a:*: Timor. 

The commission's report 
c.v. vv. an earlier attack on 
military' ’s role in East 
~”7iCT. when several senior 
oTcers were removed after 
’•c shooting of more than fO 
Hay. Timorese protesters in 
I 4- .-* Dili in November 


A L'.iiicd Nations human 
investigator urged In- 
Jonssja Tuesday tc* reopen 
“iquirics Into that incident, 
vrtt cli he described as the 
.ii.-.Vthier by troops of up to 
2 .*l« civilians. 

Presenting his report on 
The territ ory to the U-N. Hu- 
man Rights Commission, 
3acre Waiy Ndiayc said that 
i.:.a of the mast distressing 
uspecU” of his inquiry was 
that nobody had yet’ been 
cVrged for the killings. 


! DUBLIN (AP) — Abortion. 
| long taboo in this predomi- 
! nantly Roman Catholic couu- 
j try where the constitution 
bans it as murder, faces a 
historic trial this week. 

| Lawmakers have shied 
j away from the issue for more 

I than two years. But on 

Thursday, Ireland’s parlia- 
j ment plans to debate a bill 
l setting roles on how Irish 
j women get information on 
; abortion services in neigh- 
j touring England, 
j The Abortion Information 
| Bill — pending since Irish 
i voters appToved’the principle 
; in a 1992 referendum — 
j marks the first time that law- 
makers have seriously consi- 
dered liberalising abortion 
law. 

Bitterly familiar battle 
lines are being drawn. Ire- 
land's ruling three-party 
coalition is aiming for unani- 
mous support, but members 
of Raima Fail, the largest 
political bloc, are considering 
restrictive amendments. 

"This bill will pass,” pre- 
dicted Health Minister 
Michael Noonan. "Whether 
it will satisfy activists on 
either side is doubtful.” 

The pro-life campaign. Ire- 
land’s leading anti-abortion 


group, says the bill represents 
a first step towards legalising 
abortion services wi thin the 
Irish Republic and is “certain' 
to foster an abortion cul- 
ture." 


In a statement, the cam- 
paign's 41 national chapters 
said the bill “proposes an 
intolerable contradiction: 
namely, that we may assist in 
bringing about the destruc- 
tion of the lives of unborn 
babies... as long as that des- 
truction takes place outside 
the jurisdiction." 

Women’s rights and pro- 
choice groups say the bill 
provides testimony to law- 
makers' cowardice. 

“We’ve waited two years 
for this? It’s a legal mess and 
a disgrace,” said Anne 
Taylor, president of the 
Council tor the Status of 
Women in Ireland. 


"Women cannot get aocess 
to information easily avail- 
able elsewhere and cannot 
get any help in what is, for 
many, a prohibitively expen- 
sive journey overseas,” Ms. 
Taylor said. “Tins bill does 
little to change that.” 

Each year, an estimated 
5,000 women cross the Irish 
Sea to get abortions in Eng- 


land, reflecting nearly one in 
10 pregnancies in a country of 
about 3.5 million people, 
according to British govern- 
ment statistics. 

Catholic traditionalists 
want to ensure that doctors 
aren't put in the position of 
referring women to clinics. 

“In A one-to-one situation, 
where the doctor sits down 
with a woman who indicates 
she’s pregnant — ‘look. I'm 
pregnant and I've discussed it 
with my husband and I want a 
termination* — he must 
counsel her on tbe other op- 
tions,” Mr. Noonan said. 

Counseling is required “to 
see if we can reduce the 
Dumber of women who have 
to go abroad for abortions,” 
said Mr. Noonan, a lawmak- 
er in Fine Gael, a socially 
conservative party that since 
December has governed tbe 
Irish Republic alongside two 
liberal parties. 

If after counseling, a pre- 
gnant woman still sees abor- 
tion as her best option, the 
proposed law would allow the 
doctor to provide the woman 
with a list of reputable clinics, 
but not to make a phone 
or write a letter on her be- 
half. 

In contrast to past political 


controversies — most notably 
the 1983 referendum that en- 
shrined “the right to life of 
the unborn” in the constitu- 
tion — the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy has avoided seek- 
ing to sway opinion. 


“While we are the experts 
on the word of God,” said 
Brendan Comiskey, Bishop 
of Ferns in southeast Ireland, 
‘The development of legisla- 
tion in relation to abortion 
should be left to expens in 
the field” such as lawyers, 
nurses and doctors. * 

In November 1992, voters 
a narrowly approved two 
parts of an abortion referen- 
dum, affirming a woman’s 
right to receive information 
on overseas abortion services 
and to use them. They re- 
jected a provision that would 
have allowed abortions with- 
in the country if the woman’s 
life was deemed in danger. 

That three-pronged re- 
ferendum came after a Dub- 
lin court ordered that a 14- 
year-old girl — ■ molested by a 
family friend — could not fly 
to England for an abortion 
because it would violate the 
constitution. After the girl 
threatened suicide, the Sup- 
reme Court overturned the 


travel ban, arguing it had to 
protect her life. 

Mr. Noonan's bill lays 
down narrow guidelines for 
disseminating abortion in- 
formation. It would allow Ir- 
ish newspapers, magazines 
and broadcast media to 
advenise English family- 
planning clinics, but only if 
the ads do “not advocate or 
promote abortion." 


_ Advertising on biU boards, 
via leaflets or by other public 
means would remain mega] 
and be punishable by fines. 

British newspapers and in- 
ternational magazines such as 
Cosmopolitan Tong have had 
their classified sections 
purged of abortion clinic ads 
before distribution in the Ir- 
ish Republic. 

Most lawmakers hope this 
measure will remove abor- 
tion from Ireland’s political 
landscape. They may get 
their wish. 



The Irish Times of Dublin 
jibed in an editorial: “As a 
society we are content, it 
soems, to continue to export 

1 l to England, 

while congratulating 
ourselves that we have 
banished the troublesome 
business from our state.” 


Mardi Gras 
downpour falls to 
dampen festivities 


video to attend the inauguration of Uruguay’s 
President-elect Julio Mhria Sangulnetti (AFP 
photo) 


ceasefire would be binding. 
“It was clear during the meet- 
ing that Ecuador and Peru 
had decided to stop the fight- 
ing.” 

“We (the guarantor coun- 
tries) have been relentless in 
our effort and it looks like 
this time we were convincing. 
But let us wait and see what 
happens,” the Argentine 
minister said. 

The casualty toll from the 
border war has left many 
more troops dead than either 
government has acknow- 
ledged, according to the 
Uruguay-based Latin Amer- 
ican Association of Human 
Rights. 

Ecuador bas acknowledged 
the deaths of 27 troops, 77 
injured and 10 disappeared. 
Peru has announced 38 
deaths, 60 injured and 10 
missing soldiers. 


NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana P. 
(AFP) — Torrential rains 
failed to dampen the annual [fl 
Mardi Gras saturnalia here ^ 
Tuesday as revelers hit the 
streets for the pre-Lentenfes- |P 
tival of costume parades, < 
mass quantities of chink and 
wild acts. Rains pounded the 
streets, soaked parade floats - v , 
and generally made life mis- • 
erable except for those who 
administered generous por- 
dons of the legal form of 
general anesthesia — alco- ; 
hoi. "The only bad thing is it 
waters down my beer,” said * 
Ron Edmund, 38, of Chica- . ~ 
go. Each year thousands of . 
tourists descend upon the 
quaint French colonial quar- 
ter of this southern city to ' 
celebrate Mardi Gras, the 
French term for Fat Tuesday : 
which comes the day before, 
Ash Wednesday when Lem 
begins. Estimates placed the .'l> 
number of tourists in tbe city -- 
at 300,000, but the wet 
weather kept a good portion 
of the 1.2 million festival 
goers indoors. For Ada Lang- 
ford, 31, of Boston, the rain V 
was only- somewhat of a mo- 1 L, . 
sance. “I think I should get> : '".- 
extra to pull up my blouse b 
this stuff,” she said. Parade*) l-': 
watchers standing on bako- 1 jv 
nies overlooking the march 
area throw cheap beads to 1 
the people below hi an effort ' -• 
to encourage them to expose 
themselves. : 


nv« d 


Indian eunuchs 
tackle status 
problem 


CALCUTTA (AFP) 
Thousands of Indian eunuchs' 
have threatened to launch a 


campaign against r 
Communist-controlled state 
government if it fails to im- 1 
prove their lot, a leader at 
the community said Wednes- 


day. The eunuchs, at c 
gathering in the state of Wes? 
Bengal last week, accused the 


Bengal last week, accused the 
ruling Communists of ignor-' 
ing the community and de-j 


manded a rehabilitation 
programme to better tbeirf 
soda! and economic status. 1 
Sita Rani said. “The confer- 
ence dedded to launch an 
agitation (campaign) if tbe; 
demand was nat tnet,” said 
Rani, who presided oyer ''the : 
Feb. 26 nie^tirig.'Soine ^OO^ 
ehnuchs from focSa attehddf 
the meeting at the village of 
Garbeta; nearly 200l 
kilometres (125 miles) from, 1 
here. Calcutta is the capita^ 
of West Bengal, which Jas 
been ruled by Communists^ 
since 1977. "The West Ben-' 
gal government is' ignoring, 
our plight." Rani said. Ram 
said there were some 20,000; 
eunuchs in West Bengal, oof 
of half a million in the coun- 
try. Rani said the Indian gov-! 
eminent recognised the; 
eunuchs as beggars. “We 
should be treated as hand-. 


icapped and given necessary' 
facilities and allowances,"; 


Rani added. "The Election 
Commission has begun giving- 
out identity cards for us. So v 
why is the government not* 
doing its bit?" “It is time ws 
are treated as normal citizens, 
and accepted by sodety,*^ 
Rani said. Indian eunuchs, 
live on the margins of society* 
and earn a living seeking alms' 
during marriages and births. 
Rani said their income was 
declining because more and! 
more people were having! 
small families. 


Maid ( bobblts p 
butler 


COLOMBO (AFP) — . Vw' 
teenager giri employed as a : 
domestic help agreed to have! *! • ' 
sex with a 60-year-old 
servant to avoid being Had- -y 
maijed but then sliced off faisi * 
penis while they were in beda f ; - 


*■ 

t . ' / l 
V - ■ . ■' 


police here said Tuesday, .. 
Simon decided to bbcktM3'> ' " 
Jeeva a day after be foutfC:.; 
her in a compromising posi- 
tion with a painter, polk**'-, 
said. Jeeva, 18, agreed to . 
demands but when tbe unsusr,.,<> . . 
peering Simon got into the 
Monday, the young girl lostj? . 
no time in severing his peins,:... 
with a fruit knife, police said. ;•>' 
Simon was rushed to hospital^ 
bnt doctors said they ba^ , 1 . , V 
problems re-attaching bis se-* ,*•' 
vered member. Jeeva ha%. ‘: 
been taken into custody. L 'o. y' 


a 1 


Bangladesh mail 
workers let cat 
out of the bag 


'K 


DHAKA (AFP) — A '-X . . 
cat used up nearly all 0* ? 

nine lives when it 
accidentally bundled up m 
mailbag and transported wv 'h : , 
kilometres (27 miles) in east-;** > r '’ 
era Bangladesh, Janakantha^v 
newspaper reported Wednes^> N 
day.' The groggy moggy was[£ 
released by postal workers!-,';- 
aftwr making? its unorthodox-. '' 




v‘f' 


after making its uMrthodox}- /’ ^ ^ 
trip in Chandpur district, 
said. The cat is being nuraed- 1 
back fo good health. 
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^f Asr! vitits ' elections 
aSgS' delayed 
'•SS& in - Indian 

sli state 

, ra “* f./lasa. NEW DELHI (AFP) — In- 
for officials said Wednesday 

ri f^ ^ they were delaying polls in 

t - fc;- the crime-prone eastern state 
^7* t! of Bihar for a week following 
' c ~> .k._ ^ a wave of campaign-related 

WfS ^ violence, including the mur- 

3>; rf'-M der of a candidate. 

1 v cdr Indian Chief Election 

- Commissioner T.N. Seshan 
:i..orS'‘ * decided to defer the state 

l>1< * ~u:h^ J*' assembly polls in Bihar after 
’ Mir-j. ' “reviewing the law and order 

p rw: fri r j: * situation in the state,” the 

wne*. ;h c ^‘'£5'- official Election Commission 
'dnejKti-. said in a statement. 

fiSiJiraTc'. It said the Bihar elections, 

**r’ tiasrii* 77"T» originally scheduled to be 
wj" *- U! heldon March 5, 7 and 9, 

j sr.^Z '** would- now take place on 
\ rri£.:,’,,lT f ,! st Man* 11, 15 and 19. 

foots i-_- : He' Indian government 

* •■■l ordered the deployment 

■ Wednesday of nearly 75,000 

I thin*. ‘ .77 .V - federal troops in Bihar to 
tm.! up oversee the elections, a day 

i ' -jy- ..V*. after a Communist Party 

candidate and his bodyguard 
were gunned down. 

ruw «;fi jj-" "J Santu Das, a candidate of 

_ ^ the Communist Party of India 

d??c f 1 (Marxist), was shot and killed 
' ‘ when he arrived for an elec- 

tion meeting in Bihar's Chat- 
ra district late Tuesday, the 
in eunuchs Press Trust of India reported 

e Status Wednesday- 

, * ' Bihar Home Secretary J.L. 

Arya described the killers as 
“extremists,*' an official 

* : ~ •' • ‘ F? . ’euphemism for the outlawed 

rids ; * ... Maoist Communist Centre 

_ r (MCC), which has urged vo- 
- 1 : * ■■ ■■ : i . r ters to boycott the polls. 

-_r: • Mr. Das running for an 
ii'C'i: assembly seat from Chatra, 

*nr.? _• one of 324 constituencies in 

r.m.us.:- v.. : Bihar, which has the reputa- 

fhc non 'of being India's most 

'g- ••.. lawless state. 

:av He was the second candi- 

f'.-nv • date to be murdered. Sus- 

- -.i _ pected political rivals earlier 

: > .» killed a candidate of the Con- 

miK v- ■ gress (I) . Party of Prime 
j.-V. Cw : . - Minister P.V. Narasimha 

jp. u. ! Rao. 

s^njc.: . Some 25 other people, in- 

duding party supporters and 
T a 1. \ ~ ■ - policemen, have been slain in. 

Bihar, spice. campaigning be-; 

f. *rj? -* - gan last month. Most of the 

' killings have been blamed op 

.... .. .■ - Maoist groups. 

- Officials here said 75,000. 

'* 4 .'.‘I., troops would be deployed in 

lt ~', Bihar to oversee the elec- 
^ f " " tions, the largest deployment 

rV F* -' 2 - *;; ever for a state election in 
"• - India. 

• A Home Ministry offidal 

said 41,500 troops had 
•: r -‘ - • already reached Bihar, which 

r - is India’s second most popu- 

* >, ' “ ' • - Ious state and shares a border 

! a with Nepal and the 

Communist-ruled state of 
r ■* West Bengal. 

t\ i- ■ The Bihar government, 

: : v - controlled by the centrist 

. Janata Dal (People’s Party), 

j -'' had sou^it 120,000 paramilit- 

; ary troops from New Delhi. 

r Tens of thousands of local 
. •- police will also be on duty 

■ ; ■ ■ "■ during the voting. 

' Bihar offidals have admit- 

. ... . ted that they may not be able 

* • -. V; to provide adequate security 

at all of the 82,459 polling 
^ Tt.“ - stations across the sprawling 

. . . "• state. 

-r - - “We will do all we can to 

* T\ ensure peaceful polling in 
' . . _ - _■ Bihar,” the Home Ministry 

1’. . - : official said. 

Bihar is one of six Indian 
states electing new legisla- 
tures in February and March. 
id ‘hobbits The polls are considered cru- 
i rial for Prime Minister Rao. 
Jef whose Congress Party is 

- widely expected to lose in 

> .. . r . • Bihar, where 8,400 candi- 

■■ dates are vying for 323 seats 
in the state assembly. 

k . : ’ The MCC and another 

-■ - ; i Maoist group have urged 
'7 ' Bflaris to boycott the polls, 
calling them a “bourgeois.” 

- -’ r ; But other leftist groups are 
.. taking pan. 

7* MeanwhOe, elections may 
\ In hold in Kashmir before 
„ • : July 18 to elect the first local 

.. . : . ' '■ . ; ’ . . government in five years, the 
... ■ ■ •* : ... a dministration of the trou- i 

■ l^d Indian state said in re- 

- - - V :■ fUarks published Wednesday. 

. Governor K.V. Krishna 

f • : ■ 1 . Rao told a meeting of politic- 
.. ... ‘ a} leaders and prominent 

otaens in the Kashmir winter 
' r . 1 ^pital Jammu Tuesday that 

■ ’ 7 _ .' ' ■ : ■ v - Delhi was keen to “res- 

-v a democratically-elected 

* i,ffS3'' gvwument in the state," the 
' \ ^oneer daily said. 

«gt Krishna Rao, a former 

Indian army, said 
. v Ration in the strife-torn 

* u f«shmir Valley “is steadily 

v , : uoptovmg and this should 

: *' cnsa te confidence among the 
' ■''7-7 • i 7- ' ; to express their will 

■ . 7 7 ’^hout fear." 

^ 7 3 : r '~- ^* an authorities 

- 7 '( „ ' ■■ re peatedly vowed to 

' u ‘ _i - • 7- *K Sections in the northern 
;i 7 7 : "• % 7. v has been admi- 

*V,V ? -'.•••>■ »•"*' directly by New De- 

* - :'* N ^J^annary 1990. But it 

•* .. . ■- : ’ first time a possible 

~ .1; v has been sounded. 
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wealth ;EmmanueIli on trial 



Pofish Partiament Speaker Jozef Oleksy nuris ABance (SLD). Hie coelitioa parties 
the media alto- the conference with members on forming a new government with Mr. Oleksy 
of the coalition gover n ment of the Polish as designated new prime minister (AFP photo) 
Paesant Party (PSL) and the Democratic Left 

Polish Sejm elects Oleksy premier 


WARSAW (R) — Poland’s 
parliament (Sejm) elected its 
ex-Co mmnnis t Speaker Jozef 
Oleksy as prime minister 
Wednesday, nandmg him the 
hard task of forming a 
cabinet in the teeth of Presi- 
dent Lech Walesa's naked 
hostility. 

Deputies voted 285 to five, 
with 127 abstentions, to re- 
place outgoing Premier Wai- 
demar Pawlak with his coali- 
tion partner Mr. Oleksy, the 
first minister of a former 
Communist government to 
return to power in post-1989 
democratic Poland. 

“I will try to ensure that 
the president will appoint me 


prime minister today,” Mr. 
Oleksy, 48, said after the 
vote. 

Mr. Oleksy's Democratic 
Left Alliance (SLD) party 
denounced the attacks by Mr. 
Walesa which prompted Mr. 
Pawlak to quit last month, 
including his refusal to sign 
the country’s 1995 budget. 

“I want to believe that 
there will soon be an end to 
the economic games... played 
by President Lech Walesa for 
political gain,” SLD chief 
Aleksander Kwasniewski 
told parliament. 

The cabinet change marks 
a shift of power in the leftist 
ruling coalition from Mr. 
Pawl St’s conservative, rural- 


based Polish Peasant Party 
(PSL) to Mr. Oleksy's larger 
and more reformist SLD. 

Even before the parlia- 
ment vote. Mr. Walesa was 
suggesting that be might re- 
fuse to sign the new cabinet 
into being. 

Asked whether Mr. Wale-; 
sa would approve the reshuf- 
fled cabinet line-up thrashed 
out in two weeks of tough 
talks between the coalition 
parties, the president’s 
spokesman would not say. 

“I don’t know. That’s not a 
question that can be 
answered at once,” spokes- 
man Lcszek Spahnskj told 
private Radio Zet. 


Police raid Winnie Mandela’s mansion 


SOWETO, South Africa (R) 
— Police investigating allega- 
tions of fraud and corruption 
raided the Soweto mansion of 
South African President Nel- 
son Mandela’s estranged wife 
Winnie Wednesday, a police 
spokesman said. 

“The house... and various 
other locations in Johannes- 
burg were searched," Cap- 
tain Dave Harrington told 
Reuters. 

Uniformed police aimed 
with automatic rifles were 
stationed on the high walls 
around the red-brick mansion 
in Orlando West, on the out- 
skirts of the sprawling Sowe- 
to township southwest of 
Johannesburg. 

Mrs. Mandela, 61, is visit- 
ing west Africa in defiance of 
the government, . in winch she 
is deputy minister of arts, 
culture, science and technol- 
ogy. 

Sources close to the South 
African embassy in Abidjan 
said she was in Ivory Coast 
Wednesday after visits to an 
African Fum Festival in Bur- 


kina Faso and to Ghana. 

Police Major Govindsamy 
Mariemutfaoo told Reuters 
outride her luxury home: 4 T 
can confirm that the commer- 
cial unit from Pretoria are 
conducting a search here on 
the strength of a search war- 
rant obtained yesterday from 
a magistrate in Johannes- 
burg. 

“The search is for fo- 
ments relating to commercial 
crimes. This is one of many 
searches which will be. con-, 
ducted in other areas outside 
r Johannesburg." 

He said 10 commercial unit 
detectives began their search 
at about 9:15 a.m. (0715- 
GMT). 

Presidential spokesman 
Paries Mankahlana said last 
week Mrs. Mandela left on 
the West African trip Thurs- 
day in defiance of instruc- 
tions from her husband. 

The government had asked 
her to remain in South Africa 
in case she was needed to 
answer inquiries into allega- 
tions concerning her activi- 
ties. 


Arrest of former Mexico president’s 
brother earns praise for Zedillo 


\i.i~ i ~ - _ 


MEXICO CITY (AFP) — 
The arrest of former Presi- 
dent Carlos Salinas’s brother 
on charges be masterminded 
l he murder of a top ruling 
party official last year has 
earned praise for President 
Ernesto ZediBo. 

“This president is really 
brave, and from now on 
things are goii^ to change," 
said a local resident on read- 
ing of Raul Salinas’s arrest. 

Mr. Salinas was charged 
Tuesday with ordering and 
financing the Sept. 28, 1994, 
killing of Jose Francisco Ruiz 
Massieu, the number two 
man in the Institutional Re- 
volutionary Party (PRI) that 
has ruled Mexico since 1929. 

Investigator Pablo Chapa 
Bezanilla, speaking at a news 
conference, gave no motive 
for the killing of Ruiz Mas- 
sieu, who was fatally shot on 
a Mexico City street in broad 
daylight after a meeting with 
newly elected legislators. 

Ruiz Massieu had been 
married to a sister of Carlos 
and Raul Salinas. 

Mr. Salinas’ arrest injected 
a new element of uncertainty 
into a country shaken in the 
past year by a rebel uprising 
m the south, two-high-level 
assassinations and economic 
turmoil sparked by the cur- 
rency’s collapse. 

Raul Salinas, 58, is the 
older brother of the former 
president and has been ac- 
cused of lesser offenses in the 
past, including influence- 
peddling connected to bank 
that was privatised. 

Mr. Carlos Salinas quickly 
came out in support of his 
brother, telling reporters he 
was '‘folly confident of his 
innocence," adding that he 
was waiting for authorities to 
give an explanation of the 
charges. 

The older Salmas was dose 
to PRI Deputy Manuel 
Munoz Rocha, an alleged 


conspirator in Ruiz Masrieu’s 
killing and now a fugitive. 

Raul Salinas told investiga- 
tors after the murder that he 
had not seen Munoz Rocha in 
more than 20 years but inves- 
tigator Chapa Bezanilla said 
his team had uncovered evi- 
dence or recent telephone 
contacts and financial trans- 
actions between the two. 

Munoz Rocha received “an 
order to kill a high-level gov- 
ernment offidal in 1993 but 
was not told his name.” said 
Chapa Bezanilla quoting 
testimony from an alleged 
accomplice in the killing. 

He learned the victim’s 
identity in August 1993 and 
began planning in January 
1994 but the first two assas- 
sination attempts were unsuc- 
cessful. 

The first investigator into 
the fatal shooting, then- 
Depnty Attorney General 
Mario Ruiz Massieu — who 
was also the victim’s brother 
— resigned on Nov. 23, 
saying the assassination was 
part of a plot ordered by PRI 
leaders. 

Ruiz Massieu, remarking 
on the “Kafkaian quality of 
Mexican justice," said Tues- 
day that during his brief in- 
vestigation he had found no 
evidence of Raul Salmas' in- 
volvement in his brother's 
murder, but did not rule out 
the possibility. 

Earlier Tuesday, Ruiz 
Massieu presented his book, 
I Accuse: Denouncing a Poli- 
tical Crime, in which he 
charges the PRI of being 
behind his brother’s assas- 
sination and of obstreuting 
his investigation. 

Ruiz Massieu said Mexican 
justice never applies “to the 
ruling PRI, which benefits of 
total impunity,’ 7 adding that 
the “immorality of its mem- 
bers has contributed to the 
hopelessness felt by the 


majority of Mexicans.” 

The Ruiz Massieu murder 
was the second political 
assassination to shake Mex- 
ico last year. The first was the 
shooting death of Luis 
Donaldo Colorio in March 
after an electoral campaign 
rally in Tijnnana. 

Although Colosio was 
then-Prerident Carlos Sali- 
nas’s hand-picked successor, 
there had been talk in the 
capital that his death has 
been planned by the PRI. 

That talk gained momen- 
tum Friday when Attorney 
General Antonio Lozano 
said that the probe into Col- 
orio’s death was “unques- 
tionably manipulated" and 
that a second alleged gunman 
had been arrested. 

Observers note that de- 
spite the accolades being 
headped on Mr. Zedillo for 
advancing the investigations 
into Ruiz Masrieu’s and Col- 
osio’s assassinations, it is not 
unusual for new presidents to 
go after the most notorious 
abusers of prior administra- 
tions in order to garner public 


support. 

lliey pointed out that at 
the start of Mr. Salinas’s six- 
year mandate, a prominent 
oil baron and a leading finan- 
cier were arrested. Before 
Mr. Salinas, President 
Miguel De La Madrid jailed 
two intimate friends of his 
predecessor. 

This six-year circle of 
cleaning house, according to 
historians, can be traced bade 
to the ancient Aztecs’ politic- 
al calender. 

In a separate announce- 
ment, the Justice Ministry 
Tuesday said that Deputy 
Agriculture Minister Jaime 
De La Mora had been 
arrested on charges of graft. 
Radio reports identified Mr. 
De La Mora as a personal 
friend oi Raul Salinas. 


Mr. Mankahlana said of 
Wednesday’s raid: “We don’t 
want to say anything about it 
at this stage. This is a police 
matter and the minister will 
make a statement ” 

He said the president’s 
office was informed about the 
raid through government 
channels and a message had 
been sent to the president in 
cabinet to inform him about 
the police action. 

Two weeks ago South Afri- 
can newspapers ran stories 
alleging Mrs. Mandela used 
her ministerial office and sta- 
tus to pressure a local govern- 
ment structure to settle a 
legal wrangle with a private 
electrical, contractor. 

Three weeks ago she was 
accused of using government 
letter-heads to invite people 
to her office for the launch of 
a tourism venture run by her 
daughter Zinzi. 

Eleven members of the 
powerful African National 
Congress (ANC) Women’s 
League, which she heads, 
resigned last month in protest 
at her leadership style. 


PARIS (AFP) — French pre- 
mier and presidential candi- 
date Edouard Balladur faced 
mounting pressure to disclose 
his personal wealth Wednes- 
day, amid calls for all candi- 
dates to reveal their holding 
to the public to allay suspi- 
cion of wrongdoing. 

His campaign spokesman 
Nicolas Sarkozy said however 
that Mr. Balladur was “un- 
likely" to publish such in- 
formation, saying it would 
amount to “exhibitionism.” 

“We should not confuse 
openness with exhibition- 
ism.” be said, declining any 
farther comment on the 
issue. 

On Tuesday far-right 
candidate Philippe De Vil- 
li ers explicitly called for all 
candidates in the forthcoming 
ballots to publish details of 
their assets to counter con- 
cern over corruption. 

He said such details were 
needed so that “the campaign 
proceeds without any hint of 
suspicion.” 

The main leftwing candi- 
date for the April-May bal- 
lots, Socialist Lionel Jospin, 
made a point of declaring bis 
worldly wealth when present- 
ing his campaign team last 
month. 

It consisted of a Renault 19 
and a Peugeot 605. The 
Socialist Party candidate said 
he owns do property, nor 
stocks and shares. 

Mr. Bahadur's presiden- 
tial campaign has been 
undermined by widespread 
investigations into corruption 
and illegal financing involv- 
ing parties and ministers in 
his center-right coalition gov- 
ernment 

Three ministers have 
already been forced to resign 
over eommtion scandals. 

Mr. Bahadur has failed to 
dispel questions about a sub- 
stantial monthly salary he re- 
ceived between 1988 and 
1993 from a company whose 
privatisation he facilitated. 

Although the payments 
from the company, GSI, a 
data-processing services com- 
pany, were not illegal, his 
spokesmen have never clar- 
ified what he did to earn the 
salary, or explained an earlier 


denial that he had links with 
the company at the time. 

He was reportedly paid 
200,000 francs (about 
520,000) a month. 

Under French law all 
candidates for the presidency 
have to provide details of 
their personal assets, but it is 
not made public. Under new 
corruption laws all MPs also 
have to make a similar pri- 
vate declaration.' 

Apart from Mr. Jospin, 
none of the other candidates 
in the elections to replace 
Socialist head of state Fran- 
cois Mitterrand, ’ including 
Mr. Ballad Ur’s main rightist 
rival, Paris Mayor Jacques 
Chirac, has yet published de- 
tails of their wealth. 

Meanwhile French Social- 
ist Party leader Henri Emma- 
nueili will go on trial here 
Thursday for an illegal party 
financing racket that marked 
the declining years of the 
Socialist government, but 
also led to the exposure of 
corruption across die political 
spectrum. 

Mr. Emmanuelli is appear- 
ing in this western French 
town with 16 other people in 


the case of the nationwide 
consultancy known as Uiba 
which systematically col- 
lected commissions on public 
works contracts and passed 
on a part of the proceeds to 
the Socialist Party and, to a 
lesser degree, the Communist 
Party. 

Between 1987 and 1989, 
around 100 million francs 
(about $20 million) went to 
the Socialists, the prosecu- 
tion maintains. 

The Urba case made the 
reputations of anti- 
comiption Judges Thierry 
Jean-Pierre and Renaud Van 
Ruymbeke and may have 
been a contributory factor in 
the suicide of former Socialist 
Prime Minister Pierre Bere- 
govoy in May 1, 1993. 

While investigating Urba, 
Judge Ruymbeke for his part 
uncovered a system for the 
illegal financing of the con- 
servative Republican Party 
(PR), via off-sbore accounts. 

In passing, 42-year-old 
Ruymbeke found out that in- 
dustry minister and PR baron 
Gerard Longuet had under- 
paid his second home on the 
French Riviera, forcing his 
resignation from Prime 


Minister Bahadur’s govern- 
ment. 

Under Mr. Balladur, par- 
liament has banned political 
party financing by industry. 
When the Socialists were 
trounced by the right in leg- 
islative elections in March 
1993 amid the Urba fallout, 
the prime minister made it a 
role that ministes involved in 
corruption would have to res- 
ign. 

Apart from Mr. Longuet, 
Communication Minister 
Alain Carignon and Develop- 
ment Aid Minister Michel 
Roussin had to quit the 
government. 

The trial, less than two 
months before the first round 
of the presidential polls on 
April 23, comes at a bad time 
for Socialist candidate Lionel 
Jospin, who has been trying 
to promote a “Mr. Clean” 
image. 

The Urba affair broke on 
June 1990 when Mr. Emma- 
nuelli was National Assembly 
speaker, third in the national 
hierarchy. By die following 
April, Judge Jean-Pierre had 
achieved notoriety when be 
earned out a spectacular raid 
ooUrba’s Paris headquarters. 



French Socialist pr esidential candidate Lionel in a second round run-off of the presidential 
Jospin (right) caresses the head of a cow poD on May 7, but in case of a Chirac- Jospin 
during his 'visit of the agri cul t ur e show in run-off Chirac would beat off the socialist 
Paris. The latest batch of pods stffl said that (AFP photo) 

Prime Minister Edooard Balladur would win 


Tokyo assembly threatens Murayama bailout plan 


TOKYO (Agencies) — 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama was hit 
by more bad news Wednes- 
day when Tokyo city 
threatened to withdraw from 
a b afloat scheme at the heart 
of a financial scandal involv- 
ing politicians and top civil 
servants. 

The bailout scheme, in- 
volving two foiled credit on- 
ions, was announced last De- 
cember but has become a 
thorn in Mr. MuXrayama’s 
shaky coalition. 1 

Coalition officials said it 
looked unlikely that the 
Tokyo Metropolitan Assem- 
bly would approve the plan to 
rescue the two credit firms, 
which racked up Sl.l billion 
in bad loans. 

On Thursday, two key 
committees of the Tokyo City 
Assembly will take a vote on 
the rescue package ahead of a 
full house decision on March 
9. 

The city had pledged 5300 
million, or about a fifth of the 
$1.6 billion bailout scheme 
arranged by the Bank Of 
Japan (BOJ) and the Finance 


Ministry. 

The BOJ and commercial 
banks pledged to provide the 
rest of the package. 

It was not dear what hap- 
pen if the city pulled out but 
one newspaper reported that 
Finance Minister Masayoshi 
Takemura might have to step 
down. 

“We do not have any 
alternative plan because we 
have a firm belief in pas- 
sage," Mr. Takemura told 
parliament Wednesday as the 
opposition turned up the heat 
over the affair. 

His defiant tone was in 
sharp contrast to a report in 
the daily Asahi Shimbun 
which quoted one of his top 
aides as saying the finance 
minister was in deep trouble. 
z'Asahi quoted a high- 
ranking official of Mr. Take- 
mura’s own small Sakigake 
Party as saying “naturally, 
the finance minister also has 
responsibility. The matter 
mi gh t even affect (the future 
of) the government." 

In Japanese politics, taking 
“responsibility" means res- 
igning. 


The scandal focuses on 
whether the former head of 
the two credit firms received 
favours from bureaucrats or 
politicians in winning the un- 
precedented bailout scheme. 

BOJ and Finance Ministry 
officials -deny influence- 
ped effing affected their deci- 
sion, saying the scheme was 
to maintain stability in the 
country's financial system. 

But the Tokyo district pro- 
secutor’s office said it opened 
an investigation into the case 
after receiving formal docu- 
ments of legal complaints 
against the head of the two 
credit firms. 

They are Hanmori Taka- 
hashi, former head of Tokyo 
Kyowa Credit Association, 
and Shinsuke Suzuki, former 
president of Anzen Credit 


The current management 
of the two credit firms ac- 
cused Takahashi and Suzuki 
of violating breach of trust 
codes. 

A preliminary probe by 
Tokyo city authorities re- 
vealed that Mr; Takahashi 
bad funnelled millions of yen 


in irregular loans into his own 
company, land developer Eie 
International Corp. 

In addition, there was talk 
of summoning politicians to 
parliament for questioning 
over the affair. 

“We must get to the bot- 
tom of this,” die parliamen- 
tary manager of Mr. 
Murayama’s Socialists said 
Wednesday. 

“We must presume we 
would summon some politi- 
cians whether they belonged 
to the ruling or opposition 
camps,” Chuiyo Morii told a 
news conference. 

Mr. Takahashi is known 
for wide connections to 
politicians linked to former 
Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshi ta. 

One of them, former 
Labour Minister Toshio 
Yamaguchi, resigned as de- 
puty secretary-general of the 
opposition New Frontier Par- 
ty after reports said firms of 
ms relatives received huge 
loans from Mr. Takahashi's 
credit firm. 


Pressure rises on key European arms treaty 


LONDON (R) — A land- 
mark European arms treaty is 
under increasing threat be- 
cause of problems in the for- 
mer Soviet Union, ranging 
from Russian discontent with 
the agreement to complaints 
from Belarus that disarma- 
ment is costing too modi. 

Signed in 1990 by members 
of NATO and the now- 
defunct Warsaw Pact, the 
Conventional Forces in 
Europe (CfE) Treaty pro- 
vides for the biggest cuts in 
arms control history. It in- 
dudes 30 nations and covers 
an area from the Atlantic to 
die Urals. 

Despite the end of the cold 
war, the agreement to scrap 
thousands of tanks, 
armoured vehicles and artil- 
lery pieces is widely viewed 
as a cornerstone of European 
security. 

But diplomats say discon- 
tent with the treaty’s terms is 
growing in the former Soviet 
Union, as a November dead- 
line for completing the des- 
truction of equipment 
approaches. 

Ru ssia has complained that 
CFE imposes unfair limits on 
where it can deploy equip- 
ment on its troubled southern 
flank, which includes 
Chechenya and the Caucasus 
region. 


Belarus said this week it 
had no more money to con- 
tinue paying for the destruc- 
tion of tanks and armoured 
ve hides, a costly process de- 
spite the popular image that 
disarmament would bring a 
quick “peace dividend.” 
Ukraine, too, has com- 
plained about the cost of 
destroying equipment co- 
vered by the treaty and is 
resentful that it imposes 
limits on where military hard- 
ware can be deployed. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel underlined 
Western fears this week that 
the treaty, which covers 
equipment but not troops, 
could foil apart. Belarus’ de- 
cision was a ’‘matter of great 
concern ," he said Sunday. 

“The CFE Treaty must not 
be put in question through 
unilateral measures,” Mr. 
Kinkel said. 

“In a Europe where all 
nations depend on each 
other, no country today can 
pursue its security concerns 
in isolation.” 

Diplomats said that 
although the most serious 
concern was over Russian 
objections to the treaty, fai- 
lure by any party to meet its 
commitments by the Novem- 
ber deadline would mean a 
breach of tbe agreement. 


“The more complaints, the 
more likely it is that the 
whole thing could unravel,’’ 
said one diplomat. “That 
could have very serious con- 
sequences in the present un- 
stable security environment 
for much of Europe." 

Moscow wants to renegoti- 
ate the deal, arguing that it 
was concluded when the 
East-West divide still existed 
and is therefore outdated and 
unfair to Russia. - 

Following the collapse of 
the Soviet Union in 1991, the 
Republics squabbled for 
months before reaching 
agreement on how to share 
out the treaty limits on milit- 
ary hardware. 

Western allies have refused 
to reopen negotiations, 
saying oat this would give 
every country the right to 
challenge its limits autf effec- 
tively till the agreement. 

Russia's relations with the 
West are already under se- 
vere strain over Chechenya 
and tbe prospect of NATO 
expansion into Eastern 
Europe. Diplomats said 
problems with Moscow over 
the treaty were likely to get 
worse, rather than better. 

Russia has deployed more 
equipment on its southern 
flank to deal with 
Chechenya, which means 


that it currently has for more 
hardware in toe region than 
the treaty permits. 

“There is some flexibility 
in the treaty if there is a crisis 
but Chechenya has still made 
it tougher for the Russians to 
meet the November dead- 
line,” said another diplomat. 

Officials in Belarus, which 
served as a major focus of 
Soviet military deployment 
and has had to destroy vast 
amounts of weaponry, said 
Tuesday tbe Republic had 
stopped scrapping weapons 
because of financial shor- 
tages. 

Belarus, which has won 
Western technical assistance 
to help with disarmam ent but 
no cash, says it does not 
intend to abandon the CFE 
Treaty — a line echoed by 
Moscow. 

Bat diplomats said failure 
to meet treaty limits would 
amount to the same thing 
even though most countries 
have destroyed much of the 
equipment as required by the 
treaty. 

Diplomats meet regularly 
in Vienna to dj scuss the prob- 
lems with CFE and a solution 
has to be found there. “We 
just hope that we can do *so 
before November," said one 
diplomat. 
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Separation incurs costs 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s 
decision to go ahead at foil speed with his 
decision to separate Israelis from Palesti- 
nians found an added expression when Rabin 
told his cabinet a few days ago that there are 
already 59,000 foreign (non-Palestinian) 
workers and another 11,000 are expected to 
arrive soon to replace Palestinian labourers 
working in Israel. At the height of coopera- 
tion between the two sides there were no less 
than 120,000 Palestinians earning their liveli- 
hood within Israel. In the wake of last 
month’s Beit Lid bombing, however, the 
number dwindled to about 15,000. No won- 
der living standards in the Gaza Strip 
f dropped by 25 per cent in the last six months 
alone. 

The main beneficiary of all these changes 
on the employment scene is of course Hamas 
and other anti-negotiations organisations 
operating in the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. Tie new economic hardships in the 
Palestinian territories have obviously com- 
pounded the longstanding economic woes of 
the Palestinian people and made the socio- 
economic climate favourable to more and 
greater violence. 

Granted that the Palestinian dependence 
on Israel for either employment or commerce 
and trade has never been healthy or viable. 
But sooner or later this inter-dependence 
could not go on for ever anyway. The 
Palestinians can no longer claim a legitimate 
right to seek work and business opportunities 
within Israel since they are opting for inde- 
pendence. On the other hand, normal econo- 
mic relations between the two sides would 
materialise only after Palestinian political 
rights have been satisfied. 

The interim period is obviously the most 
painful since this is the time when economic 
pressures on the people need to ease. 

Thus all parties which have a vested 
interest in the success of the Israeli- 
Palestinian peace talks are called upon to 
help in alleviating the terrible conditions that 
exist now. Israel has decided to transfer a 
small amount to the Palestinian side as an 
emergency grant to lessen the Impact of its 
decision to wean itself away from dependence 
on Palestinian labour. Israeli Environment 
Minister Yossi Sand has proposed that his 
government give the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) $333 millio n annually for 
this purpose. This would not be just Israeli 
charity but a token compensation to the 
Palestinians who have helped construct the 
Israeli economy for many years. There are 
other ideas floating in the area about estab- 
lishing joint Israeli-Palestinian labour- 
intensive industries on their “frontiers.” 
Whatever the panacea could be to this new 
negative development, more concerted 
efforts need to be made to stop and reverse 
the additional economic burdens on the 
Palestinian side so that peace between the 
two sides would have a chance to succeed. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE AMERICANS are trying by alt means to perpetuate 
the U.N. sanctions on Iraq, which has already implemented 
dll U.N. Security Council resolutions, simply to satisfy U.S. 
selfish interests, said Ibrahim A1 Absi, a writer in A! Ra'i 
daily. The U.S. administration is now claiming that Iraq 
possesses biological weapons and that it commits human 
rights abuses, which, in Washington’s views, warrant the 
, cwtiruatior. of the embargo, said the writer. To back its 
views, the US., administration has sent out its U.N. 
ambassador around the world to convince governments of 
its views before the time comes for the Security Council to 
review the sanctions by mid-March, continued the writer. 
The United States, added the writer, is not satisfied with 
four years of sufferings inflicted on the Iraqi people, and 
not satisfied by Iraq's implementation of all U.N. resolu- 
tions, including the recognition of Kuwait’s borders and 
sovereignty. 

THE AMERICANS and the Israelis like to describe the 
coming tour in the Middle East region by U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher as part of Washington’s drive to 
give impetus to the peace process. But in reality, this 
process does not exist any more in light of Israel’s actions, 
according to Taher AI Adwan in A1 Dustour. To abort Mr. 
Christopher’s mission before it begins, the Israelis resorted 
to maintaining a blockade on Lebanese ports and a siege on 
:*ie We* ; Bank and the C-ar? Strip, sold the writer. Ip the 
o f the *J:o placr*’ by Israel in !he path of rhe 
peace process, the U.S. secretary of state is unlikely to 
achieve any success and could rather seek to freeze the 
peace process for the time-being until probably after the 
Israeli parliamentary elections, said the writer. 


The View from Academiah 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Mqjdoubeh 


Formal traffic education: a task greatly neglected 


THERE IS no doubt that the formal traffic education that 
learners undergo, or ought to undergo, before they obtain 
the driver’s license can make a difference when and if 
handfal properly. The more effective die education is, I 
believe, the better the quality of motoring will be. As 
things stand at present, however, formal traffic education 
in our part of the world, a task which the private drivers’ 
training centres are expected to carry oat, is both greatly 
neglected and abused. 

All persons wishing to obtain a driver's license are 
required to take formal lessons at any of the many private 
centres. The lessons are, or are supposed to be, both 
theoretical and practical. With respect to the former, 
learners are required to receive 10 hours of instruction 
about the various aspects of motoring and the road 
situation. Specialists at the said centres are to teach the 
learners the rules, regulations and laws of traffic, and they 
are to teach them in a way which compels the learners not 
only to “know” but to value what they leant. In addition to 
the 10 hours of theoretical instruction, there is, of course, 
die practical training. The purpose behind the latter is not 
only to teach learners bow to start the engine, steer, shift, 
break and pull over but also to apply what they have 
studied during the 10 hours. 

Unfortunately, very little of this actualy materialises. A 
small minority of centres takes the theoretical part of the 
training seriously. Most centres either pay lip-service to the 
task or ignore it entirely. I have spoken with over 25 people 
who have recently gone through the process of obtaining 
die license. Five of them said they took one lesson only. 
They went to the centre, they said, were told to pay JD 10 
(the fee for the theoretical training*), were taken into a 
room for about 50 minutes during wmch a person came and 
talked to them about traffic rules, were then informed that 
they did not have to attend the rest of the lessons should 
they choose not to for they could teach themselves at their 
convenience. The other 20 told me they did not take any 


theoretical lessons. They paid the JD 10 and started the 
practical training right away. 

I understand perfectly the value and importance of 
self-leanring and self-teaching. A person does not haw to 
go to a centre to learn and learn to respect the regulations, 
rules and laws of traffic. All one has to do is to obtain the 
booklet, sit down and read. Easy and straightforward, 
right? Well, yes ami no. Yes, when we feel confident that 
learners will in fact take this simple assignment to heart, 
will actually read, attempt to understand and -value; and 
no, when we feel that they won’t. In the case of individuals 
in our society, my guess is that most of them cannot be 
trusted to rely cm themselves in this matter. While some are 
truly committed, most are too careless to devote enough 
time and effort. Generally, people in our society have not 
been trained either to rely on themselves or to take written 
material seriously. We are too reliant on teachers and 
instructors and oral discourse to read and learn effectively 
on our own. What happens is what has happened in the 
case of the 25 persons I have spoken to: they memorise the 
road signs and answers to questions in tire written test, 
questions and answers they obtain from those who have 
taken the test. 

But this is not what bothers me most here. The most 
upsetting thing about the centres’ oelgect of theoretical 
education has to do with the implications of their act. Not 
only are they breeching and violating a crucial trust and a 
crucial service and function, but they are abusing the 
learners and corruption them. What lessons are they 
teaching them when they take the JD 10 mid “exempt” 
them from the learning? What values? What ethics? Are 
not they teaching them that rules, regulations and laws are 
to be simply disregarded and ignored? Is not this a 
subversive act on part of these centres? Is not this 
destructive? Is not this a major cause of the bad traffic 
situation we are presently experiencing? 

What happens on the road, when the learner embarks on 
the practical part of the training, is not any better. In the 


vast majority of cases, the training is purely and entirely 
technical. This is good, of course. We do expect our future 
diviers to be in full control when they are behind the wheel: 
To know how to steer well, how to make a U-turn 1 swiftly 
and skilfully, how to shift gears smoothly, etc. Anti to tell 
the truth, most of our trainers do a good job at tins level. 
They are all skflfull motorists and they know what one 
ought to do to drive skilfully. 

But tins is not enough. The purpose behind faking the 
learner on the road is, in addition to the technical training, 
to teach him or her to recognise and obey the various 
regulations and roles. A learner is supposed to learn to stop 
when he/she comes to a stop sign, to give the right of way 
when he/she comes to an mteresection, to stay in his/her 
lane and signal when changing lanes, to recognise the 
presence andright of other road users. Hardly any of tins 
happens. Only three of the 25 learners I spoke with said 
their trainers paid significant attention to road echics and 
roles. The vast majority told me their trainers didnot draw 
their attention to any road regulations or laws. This is not 
surprising, for if the centre ignores the theoretical part of 
tire -process, why should the trainer bother about it? 

• Clearly, part of the solution lies in making the centres 
tearh the theoretical part. The authorities concerned must 
find ways of putting these centres under surveillance to 
male** sure they do instruct for the whole period after they 
collect the JD 10. We cannot leave the matter to the 
discretion or conscience of those in charge of these centres, 
many of whom seem to have no discretion and no 
conscience. The authorities must also find ways of pressur- 
ing centres to pressure trainers to teach regulations and 
rules on the spot. I am sure our authorities know exactly 
what to do to make centres and trainers observe and 
behave. 

What we teach is what we get, and when we do not do 
our homework faithfully and ably, the concerned author- 
ities must make sure that we do. 


Chechenya crisis shakes up Russian political scene 


By Timothy Heritage 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — The 
Chechenya debacle has 
radically altered Russia's 
political landscape, plung- 
ing the main democratic 
party into crisis and 
deepening splits among 
already fragmented fac- 
tious. 

Now, as Russia’s parties 
gear up for parliamentary 
elections next December, a 
bewildering array of posa- 
ble coalitions has appeared 
because Chechenya has 
broken old alliances, cre- 
ated new ones and shifted 
the natural fault lines in 
parfiament. 

Ultra-nationalist Vladi- 
mir Zhirinovsky has be- 
come an unlikely ally of 
President Boris Yeltsin by 
supporting the military in- 
tervention while Yegor 
Gaidar, a liberal and long- 
time Yeltsin supporter, has 
split with the Kremlin chief. 

Russian politics is now 
more than a question of 
Democrats against Com- 


munists or liberals against 
conservatives-. The 
Chechenya crisis has be- 
come a defining point for 
party relations. 

“The Chechen war dra- 
matically transformed the 
constellation of Russia’s 
political forces,” Michael 
McFanl, an analyst at the 
independent Moscow Car- 
negie Centre thinktank, 
said. 

Not surprisingly, political 
analysts are hedging their 
bets on who will win the 
election to the state Duma, 
the lower house, or the 
presidential election ex- 
pected in June 1996. 

But many agree that Rus- 
sia’s Choice, the leading 
democraic party, has been 
die big loser. 

"There is a split in the 
democratic camp. And 
through its reaction to 
Chechenya. Russia's 
Choice has started to lose 
popularity and voters,” 
Mark Umov, head of the 
Presidential Analytical 
.Centre, told Reuters. 

“It started to lose badly 


at the moment when (party 
leader) Yegor Gaidar went 
into sharp and open opposi- 
tion to the president.” said 
Mr. Umov, whose centre 
provides the Kremlin with 
analytical reports on wide- 
ranging issues. 

Mr. Gaidar's break with 
Mr. Yeltsin in December 
divided the party. Some 
prominent members, such 
as wealthy businessman 
Oleg Boiko and Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev, 
quit over the rift. 

It also removed Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s most loyal support in 
parliament and threw the 
party's election strategy 
into confusion. Russia’s 
Choice bad counted on Mr. 
Yeltsin's support in the De- 
cember 'election in ex- 
change for offering to back 
him in the presidential poll. 

The party’s leaders play 
down the problems. “No 
one can win from the situa- 
tion in Chechenya and I 
have been happy with the 
party’s standing in recent 
opinion polls,” said Sergei 
Yushenkov, one of the par- 


ty’s leading lights. 

But a Russia's Choice in- 
sider said: “The party is in 
chaos.” 

Some commentators saw 
the democratic parties’ 
opposition to the 
Cnechenya crisis as an 
opportunity for them to un- 
ite, but this has not proved 
to be the case. 

Russia’s Choice and 
other democratic groups, 
such as the Yabtoko Frac- 
tion led tty economist Grig- 
ory Yavlinsky, remain di- 
vided — largely because of 
personal ambitions and a 
traditional inability to join 
forces. 

Failing to contest elec- 
tions on a joint platform 
could water down the refor- 
mers’ presence in parlia- 
ment because some liberal 
parties are likely to foil on 
their own to muster the five 
per cent of votes needed to 
take up seats. 

“In the democratic camp 
there is a lack of unity and 
coordination of actions.” 
said Sergei Filatov, head of 
Mr. Yeltsin's presidential 


administration. “The dan- 
ger of such a situation for 
the democratic develop- 
ment of the country is ob- 
vious.” 

Hoping to cash in will be 
Mr. Zhirinovsky's Liberal 
Democratic Party of Russia 
(LDPR), which won almost 
25 per cent of the votes in 
the last election to the 
Duma in December 1993. 

The LDPR remains a 
force to be reckoned with. 
But most commentators ex- 
pect it to receive fewer 
votes than in 1993 because 
Mr. Zhirinovsky in no lon- 
ger a novelty and the 
Chechenya conflict has not 
inspired a mass outburst of 
nationalism. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky's sup- 
port for Mr. Yeltsin on 
Chechenya is also problably 
only a passing phase. A 
firm alliance with such an 
outspoken nationalist looks 
out of the question. 

Hoping to plug gaps in 
the political scene are the 
new Social Democratic Par- 
ty launched in February by 
Alexander Yakovlev, once 


a Soviet communist leader, 
and the new, centrist For- 
ward Russia group of for- 
mer finance minister Boris 
Fyodorov. 

But the Communist Party 
could now mount the 
greatest challenge. It has 
suffered no internal discord 
over Chechenya and has 
become the government’s 
loudest critic. 

The respected Izvestia 
newspaper said the com- 
munists could win 40 per 
cent of the seats in parlia- 
ment , although many 
analysts say that figure 
looks too high- 

A communist coalition 
with the LDPR has also 
been talked about. But 
Chechenya has done little 
to promote it — the LDPR 
backs the military campaign 
and the communists oppose 
it. 

Many commentators say 
that although the political 
scene has been shaken up, 
there are no clear obvious 
winners and the final result 
may be no dramatic 
changes. 


Choose employment and then 


work together for it 


By Michel Hansen ne 

GENEVA — The world is 
in the midst of the worst 
employment crisis since the 
Great Depression. The cri- 
sis affects industrialised, 
transition and developing 
countries alike. Thirty per 
cent of the global labour 
force, some 820 million 
men and women, are 
afflicted by unemployment 
and underemployment Job 
insecurity is increasing 
everywhere. 

Yet a disturbing level of 
indifference and passivity 
prevails in world opinion, 
reinforced by constant 
gloomy diagnoses and prog- 
noses that highlight the job- 
destroying effects of new 
technology and global eco- 
nomic competition. 

It b time to snap out of 
tins needless and damaging 
pessimism and to search for 
constructive solutions. 
Much can be done through 
a combination of interna- 
tional and national actions. 

The current employment 
crisis is not a predetermined 
consequence of uncontroll- 
able economic forces. It is 
the result of commissions or 
omissions in economic 
and social policies and 
shortcomings in institution- 
al arrangements, all of 
which can be improved. 

What is necessary is to 
reinstate full employment 
as a major policy objective. 
The weakening of the com- 
mitment to full employment 
in the last two decades has 
contributed to the worsen- 
ing of employment condi- 
tions by reducing the effort 
and attention devoted to 
the problem. 

The top priority has to be 
creation of a more condu- 
cive framework for higher 
rates of economic growth 
and job creation in the 
global economy. A core re- 


quirement b consolidation 
of progress towards an open 
and stable system of inter- 
national trade and invest- 
ment Hows. Properly man- 
aged, this can provide a 
powerful engine tor growth 
and job creation that brings 
benefits to all countries. 

Increased economic com- 
petition and new technolo- 
gies do destroy jobs, but 
they also create millions of 
new jobs in activities which 
did not exist a few decades 
ago. Moreover, trade and 
investment are not a zero- 
sum game, but generate 
mutual benefits in terras of 
market expansion and a 
more efficient international 
division of labour. These 
lead to higher rates of 
growth and job creation. 

The potential gains from 
trade cannot be achieved 
without national policies 
designed to respond to new 
opportunities in the global 
economy. Open economic 
policies accompanied by 
positive adjustment 
meausres are far more 
effective than protectionism 
as a means of achieving 
sustained growth of em- 
ployment. 

There wOl be soda! costs 
in the process of adjusting 
to globalisation. But by en- 
suring that the burden of 
adjustment is shared equit- 
ably and that there are 
effective compensatory 
policies for affected groups, 
these social costs can be 
minimised. It is essential 
that the social partners par- 
ticipate folly in the formula- 
tion and application of 
adjustment programmes, 
and that respect for fun- 
damental workers' rights be 
a part of any such program- 
me 

Even with the right 
national policies, stronger 
international arrangements 
are needed to deal with 


problems arising from 
financial shocks and trade 
conflicts. Traditional instru- 
ments of national polity are 
no longer sufficient for en- 
suring stable economic 
growth and social objec- 
tives. 

For example, a country 
acting in isolation to pursue 
macroeconomic expansion 
soon runs into balance of 
payment and exchange rate 
difficulties. Attempts to 
raise labour standards risk 
being undone by cost com- 
petition from other coun- 
tries. 

While the benefits of a 
market economy are indis- 
putable, total laissez-faire 
will ensure neither stable 
growth nor equity. And ex- 
clusive pursuit of strictly 
economic objectives with- 
out regard to their social 
consequences will not serve 
to overcome employment. 

Blanket deregulation of 
labour markets is unlikely 
to resolve unemployment. 
Labour market perform- 
ance has deteriorated in all 
OECD countries, irrespec- 
tive of differences in regula- 
tion^ . . . 

This is not to say that the 
regulatory status quo 
should be defended myopi- 
cally. Some adjustments 
need to be made — to rules 
governing the length and 
organisation of working 
time, to unemployment be- 
nefit systems, to nonwage 
labour costs. But the very 
real benefits of labour mar- 
ket regulation must be rec- 
ognised. 

It is imperative to de- 
velop an appropriate inter- 
national framework to en- 
sure that the economic and 
social objectives in a global 
economy are examined and 
pnrsned in a coherent way. 
The problems of recent 
years have shown how bad- 
ly such a framework is 


needed. 

A unique opportunity to 
start moving in this direc- 
tion will be foe World Sum- 
mit for Social Development 
next month in Copenhagen. 
The International Labour 
Office (ILO) will seek a 
renewed collective commit- 
ment to the goal of full, 
productive and freely 
chosen employment, back- 
ed up by a firm plan of 
action. We do not need new 
institutions, but we do need 
to make better, more coor- 
dinated use of existing in- 
stitutions. 

A practical way of ensur- 
ing greater attention to so- 
cial issues is to involve 
ministers of labour and so- 
cial affairs with their coun- 
terparts in finance and eco- 
nomic ministries in the 
framing and monitoring of 
major economic policies at 
the national and interna- 
tional levels. 

The Group of Seven (G- 
7) jobs summit last year was 
a welcome innovation from 
this standpoint, and pro- 
vides an example of what 
should be done on a more 
regular basis. 

Such a political forum 
would be strengthened by 
international organisations 
which report on develop- 
ments in the global eco- 
nomy and monitor progress 
towards the goals of the 
summit. Political leadership 
from this forum would help 
set the agenda for interna- 
tional institutions, whether 
those of the United Nations 
or Bretton Woods, in order 
to ensure that growth is 
both sustainable and equit- 
able. 

The writer is director gener- 
al of the International 
Labour Office (ILO). The 
article is reprinted front the 
International Heriad Tri- 
bune. 


LETTERS 


AUA in Aqaba 


To the Editor: 

GIVING Amman University of Amman (AUA) a chance 
makes sense — in Aqaba. In addition to the compatibility 
in the initials, Aqaba meets most of the requirements the 
university would need to survive. 

It is internationally accessible by land, air and sea. 
Iordan’s only shoreline Aqaba provides a natural clas- 
sroom for top rate marine biology programmes. It is 
relatively close to Jordan's most spectacular and archaeolo- 
gical sites, the academic possibilities are endless and self 
explanatory. Aqaba is Jordan's major tourist draw, a 
perfect location for a hotel management programme. 

On the downside, the population of the Aqaba eovenio- 
rate is small, but a top rate U.S.-affiliated uniwrsity in 
Jordan s only seaside resort should generate enough appeal 
to draw the necessary enrollment. 

Kareem Talhouni, 

Amman 

Jordanian universities 
deserve better 

To the Editor: 


MY WIFE and I are in Jordan enjoying our work with 

ty onE 1 M « the 

Wfe “ to have a Fulbright grant 

ExSa^i° T<laman - American Commission for Educational 

with "tterest your editorial on the proposal for 
estaDusning a new nniveratv in Aim,,, 


pxr 5 .hiici.inn , - . waronai on me proposal tor 

establishing a new university m Amman, patterned after 
tneAmencan universities in Cairo and Beirut. We do not 
express an opinion on this issue but one of the statements 
comment. You say, “The level of our 
*^ S^ 15 ^ ear y mfenor 10 what available outside 

*? »y that as for as the Mathematics 

wTd^nt fSi* 6 Y-? V J raty . of Jordan is ooncencd (and 
univp^Sl ^.^jahfied to judge other departments or 

programmes are of high calibre and compare 
reiv favourably with institutions in the United States 
oftord?«l C ****“- Argent student UnhUty 
quality 03,1 ® Ct * mat ^ lematica ^ education of very high 

COnunents do not do justice to the 
educational resources available here. 

Christine Ayoub, 

Emerita, Pan State University, 

Raymond Ayoub 

Prof, Emeritus, Penn State Uidvettity. 
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Crossing media Rubicon — right after the ’Eid 


The last week of Ramadan would have been nice 
and slow for any government in Jordan. But that just 
was not the case with this one this year. During the 
past several days, Arab League Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid and a host of other Arab and 
international dignitaries visited the Kingdom and 
kept all busy. The Council of Ministers grappled with 
an array of other issues concerning citizens, among 
them emergency legislation and pensions. But the 
single most important issue for many was the 
tug-of-war that was triggered between the govern- 
ment and the tabloid press over the closure of two 
weekly papers. A1 Bilad and Hawadeth A1 Sa’ah, as 
well as the folding of the Arabic daily Sawt A1 Shaab 
and its ramifications. 

Wittingly or otherwise, almost all the “ important ” 
events of the week were somehow related to 
government-media relations. To start with, though , 
an idea 'must be bad about what has been happening 
in the information held. The following, which is a 
translation of a weekly column in the Shihan tabloid 
by a writer whose nom de guerre is Abu Shreik. 
epitomises what the weekly thought of last week's 
events. It was addressed by the columnist to the 
prime minister . Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker: 

“ Happy 'Eid, to you Mr. Prime Minister. I really 
did not want to spoil your holiday but the '‘strategy” 
of the Ministry of Information and those who move 
within its sphere confused my ' Eid programme, 
which I had planned to be happy. May you be the 
judge, Mr. Prime Minister (of what is happening), if 
you were not aware of what bad happened, and be 
fair if you were. I believe you were not aware of what 
had happened, and hence it occurred. And since you 
do not know, dear prime minister, let me 611 you in 
on what transpired in the last three weeks. First, 
Sawt AJ Shaab newspaper folded, and its journalists 
were made destitute. Then the Department of Press 
and Publications fixed a legal pretext to close 
Hawadeth AJ Sa’ah and A1 Bilad newspapers for 
funny reasons which we in Shihan considered harm- 
ful to the country and bad initially decided not to 
publish them so that it will not be said that we have 
such a department. 

The story, Mr. Prime Minister, is that the depart- 
ment, with its genius, discovered that the editors of 
the two weeklies had not taken the oath before the 
Minister of Information. Don’t you agree with me 
(Mr. Prime Minister) that this situation is a cause of 
laughter? Of course you do, and like you, I am 
amazed that the Press and Publication Department 
could not come up with a respectable reason to stop 
the papers. 

Our dear prime minister, when your government 
was formed, and your policy statement tackled 
information issues, I was under the impression that 
the new information strategy would mean more 
democracy and freedom for the benetit of the 
country. But I did not think that the strategy would 
entail the launching of a vicious war on the press, of 
which the Minister of Information privately spoke 
during meetings with some journalists. 

Explaining the strategy for information in these 
private meetings, the minister implied that what he 
was doing was implementing directives of higher 
officials. Threateningly , he said: * I will continue to 
tight them. This is just beginning. ’ I wonder who the 
minister is fighting. Does this minister have a licenctj 
from the government to launch this war, or is thr 
merely his own initiative, he who is a specialist ) 
literature and culture and has nothing to do with te 
media? / would like to request from you Mr. Pri/e 
Minister to make sure that there are no persoal 
motivations behind the story. 

Mr. Prime Minister, this was vicious. Its pillar&re 
three: The information minister, the director o the 
Press and Publication Department and the presdent 
of the press association. So to whom sha we 
complain if these are our foes? The war , Mr. *rime 
Minister, has expanded. The closure of tb two 
papers is one procedure among many. A Majd 
newspaper has been referred to court , and the A1 
Vfuq magazine is struggling against death ecause 
the pressures are enormous. And if you wanto know 
where the editors of the weekly newspapers f>hihan, 
Al Sabeel and A1 Ahali, spend their Thurdays, all 
you have to do is to go to the Palace ofJusice where 
they will be standing among the cririnals, the 


drafters of false checks and the thieves... all this is 
happening because the director of the Press and 
Publication department, and as required by law, 
sends them jo court as he pleases. 

I must saylagain that I am sure that you are not 
aware of thJ, because it cannot be possible that a 
prime minister of a democratic country would allow 
such a massjfcre of the press. Mr. Prime Minister , it is 
the first tine that I refer to a minister in particular 
and demand from you to examine your procedures 
and media strategy. As events show, this strategy is a 
destructive] one; a catastrophe that could send us 
back two decades or more. 1 his is something that the 
leader oftpis country and the initiator of democracy 
in it will not accept.” 

fr fr fr 

‘Solution’ is near: While the government 
would rot comment directly on what this and other 
tabloidi were saying about the new tug of war, 
anothe: weekly paper claimed for itself the honour of 
knowing exactly what the prime minister would do, 
right ajter the Eid holidays, to solve the problem. 
AkbarAJ Usbou, in a front page article, said the. 
Cabinet is planning major changes in all posts. Here 
is how the weekly sees it: 

**. Akbar Al Usbou has learnt that the Cabinet will 
deddein its first few sessions after the Eid to pension 
a number of ministry secretary generals and depart- 
ment aid corporation heads and will appoint replace- 
ments for them. That will be in implementation of 
the government programme to develop the civil 
service to the better to ensure that service would be 
on lew with the new era that Jordan passes through. 
It ahf intends to create qualified and competent 
leaden for the new stage. It was revealed that 20 such 
senior posts will be affected. .. Akbar Al Usboua also 
lean] that the lists are ready for the Cabinet to 
consper and decide on soon. It was also learnt that 
the frst institutions to be affected are the media 
orghisations and general service ministries.” 

I j $ -fr-tr 

F fiends at night: But all was not spoilt by the 
pint battles. Just off the University of Jordan road, 
sfiior officials mingled with journalists seemingly 
ipfazed by the pre-sunset tribulations of government 
ersus media. They gathered nightly at die Amman 
ntemational Hotel for late Ramadan nights of heavy 
:ea- totalling and tierce warfare at the card tables. 
Wheirtbe journalists won 7 it was the natural way to 
go. But when the officials did that ; the journalists 
ijnaturally cried foul. "How could I win against those . 
I vengeful so and so,” exclaimed one top journalist 
' one night after he was beaten along with a colleague 
by two senior officials one night. “ They would have 
taken it out on us (in other ways) the very second 
day.’* 

OrfrOr 


tigure there is almost no escaping being made part of 
the scripts of the stage duo’s political comedies. For 
Dr. Aodul Meguid , Hisham and Nabil’s skit on the 


requirements for acceptance into the Arab League 
(which literally translated means Arab University) 
was a real rib-tickler. But when the two lead actors 
appeared on stage as His Majesty King Hussein and 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, the few 
stunned expressions in the audience did not go 
unnoticed. But if our own leaders boast of such free 
and open air of theatre in Jordan, and the particular- 
ly poignant, politically playful vignettes created by 
Hisham Yanis and Nabil Sawalba, then certainly 
others can take a cue. But ours is a hard act to follow. 


Ttrtrfr 



Too jam Faisal 



7 
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Nabil Sawalba and Hisham Yanis of the 
Nabil and Hisham Theatre 

Ahlan normalisation: No big subscriber to 
pomp and circumstance, and therefore perhaps more 
comfortable with the openness of expression. Mayor 
of Amman Mamdouh Al Abbadi treated visiting 
Arab League Secretary General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid to a night of theatre with Hisham and Nabil 
at the Regency Palace Hotel. If you are a public 



Zukfikha Abu Rishmh 

Feminist dogfight: On another battleground 
two people exercised their democratic prerogative 
and utilised Al Bilad (only days prior to its closure) 
to do combat. Calling it competition would be too 
easy if not simply a generalisation, but the running 


World’s 6,000 languages may 
shrink in half in next century 
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By Daniel Q. Haney 

The Associated Press 

ATLANTA — The 
world's 6,000 languages 
are dying off quickly, and 
up to half of them will 
probably become extinct 
during the next century, 
experts have predicted. 

‘7 call this a catastrophe 
-7 the rate of loss of man- 
kind’s linguistic diversi- 
ty" said Michael Krauss 
of the University of Alas- 
ka. 

While once languages 
wens suppressed by gov- 
ornment policy, the force 
cons piring against natrv 
t Johgues now seem to t 
f “ige/y electronic. Sate 
“ fe television . cellus 
tzjfrhones, the Intent 
let people speak to 
eac & other instantly all 
w ®r the world, and.ail 


drive the need for lan- 
guage that many under- 
stand 

ff most cases, that lan- 
guae is English. Even de- 
feders of dying languages 
cocede this is not neces- 
szily a bad thing, since a 
c/nmon language clearly 
dows people to com- 
lunicate easily. For inst- 
nce r scientists the world 
over often speak to each 
other in English, whether 
their labs are in France or 
Taiwan. 

However, linguists 
attending a conference of 
the American Association 
for the Advancement of 
Science urged the pre- 
servation of small lan- 
guages as second, or eten 
third , languages, rather 
than allowing them to be 
swallowed up by E n g lis h, 
Arabic, Spanish and other 
major languages. 


“We should care about 
this,” Mr. Krauss said. 
“The world will be less 
interesting, less beauti- 
ful.” 

- Mr. Krauss said that in 
prehistoric times, humans 
probably spoke between 
10,000 and 15,000 lan- 
guages. This is now down 
to about 6,000 and drop- 
ping fast. 

Mr. Krauss, who docu- 
ments native Alaskan lan- 
guages, estimated that be- 
tween 20 per cent and 50 
per cent of the world’s 
languages are no longer 
being learned by children. 

” Ihcy are beyond en- 
dangerment he said. 
“They afe the living 
dead,” and will all dis- 
appear in the next cen- 
tury. 

The average language is 
spoken by between 5,000 


ana 10,000 people. 
However, Mr. Krauss said 
that only those with more 
than 1 million speakers 
have a good future. 

He estimated that about 
600 of the world’s lan- 
guages are assured of still 
being around in the year 
2100 . 

Many of the small lan- 
guages on the verge of 
dying out are. in tropical 
parts of the world, espe- 
cially Africa and Indone- 
sia , he said. 

But the United States is 
also losing languages fast , 
especially in California , 
which has been called the 
world's third most linguis- 
tically diverse region, af- 
ter New Guinea and the 
Caucasus. 

Lcenne Hinton of the 
University of California at 
Berkeley said North 


America has between 200 
and 250 native languages, 
and about 50 of them are 
in California. 

All the California Indi- 
an languages are in trou- 
ble. None is being learned 
widely by children or used 
- in daily commerce. Twen- 
ty have died this century. 

The latest extinction 
occurred last month with 
the death of the lone 
speaker of Northern 
Porno , a woman in her 
80s. 

Ms. Hinton said native 
American languages 
were suppressed until the 
1960s. Indian children 
sent to boarding schools 
were punished for speak- 
ing their parents’ lan- 
guage. 

Now, she said, a move- 
ment exists among Cali- 
fornia Indians to learn the 
elders’ tongue before it’s 


too late. Some tribes have 
set up summer language 
camps for youngsters. 

“Despite the desires of 
the language activists, the 
outlook is somewhat 
grim,” Ms. Hinton said. 
“ There is no chance any of 
these will be first lan- 
guages. But those who are 
trying to keep them alive 
are determined they will 
at least have a future as 
second languages. ” 

. Mr. Krauss doubts 
many new languages will 
be horn. Latin , for inst- 
ance, took 2,000 years to 
evolve into a dozen or so 
different European lan- 
guages. 

j Everybody , including 
bedouins on camels, wW 
have wristwatch tele- 
phones,” he said. “It is 
unlikely that Arabic will 
rediversify the way Latin 
did” 


volley of written discourse between leading feminist 
columnist Zulaikha Abu Risheh and House Deputy 
Toujan Faisal could be looked at as the growing pains 
of women’s political involvement in Jordan. On one 
side you have an ultra-liberal feminist whose mild 
and soft-spoken manner betrays a deluge of strong , 
courageous and more often than not controversial 
opinions on the status of women in the Arab World. 
This is Abu Risheh. On the other side stands equally 
opinionated but ever so much more vociferous 
Toujan Faisal. Abu Risheh argues that Faisal is not a 
team player, and that her /one-ranger way of 
conducting business is not indicative of an elected 
official. “She does not consult her constituency, she 
acts individually,” wrote Abu Risheh in a recent 
column. Faisal’s written retort claims that Abu 
Risheh ’s criticism stemmed from a need to avenge an 
earlier attack on her by Faisal critical of Abu 
Risbeh’s attendance at the Rabat regional women’s 
conference that included Israeli participants. Faisal 
had taken the position that the conference was 
nothing more than a camouflage for “ normalising ” 
relations between Arab and Israeli women. Abu 
Risheh described Faisal’s article as “ respectful , ” but 
added that the deputy “tries to show that she is more 
committed to the causes ' than others. ” Faisal claims 
that she has not intention of becoming more of a 
feminist than Abu Risheh , but at the same time says 
that no one can deny that she (Faisal) has had a long 
history of supporting women’s issues. 

Lotto for the Road: Over at AJ Dustour 
Arabic daily, the management has launched a year- 
long contest in what it says is its contribution to the 
country’s road safety campaign. For those interested, 
the rules of this game are not necessarily complicated 
but first, if you are not a subscriber to the newspaper, 
it will mean that you have only one chance rather 
than five over the year to compete in the drawings for 
a new Hyundai. If you are a subscriber, and daily 
delivery of your paper is certain, your situation is 
optimum. Need we point out the subtle if not 
subliminal advertising technique? For the first con- 
test, every day beginning March 1, until April 30, the 
daily will print a coupon on page 2. Contestants are 
to clip and collect a minimum of 50 of the coupons 
then send them into Al Dustour. There is no limit to 
the number of times a contestant can submit his/her 
set of 50 coupons, he/she need only buy second , third 
and whatever number of subscriptions, A drawing of 
lots will reveal the winner, who, and herein ties the ' 
pitch for ioad safety, will be required to Submit five* * 
of his/her own recommendations for rules that would 
promote traffic and road safety. Al Dustour makes it 
quiet clear that the winner must not seek assistance 
nom any “back seat driver” in writing up the rules. 
Billed as the largest competition Jordan has witnes- 
sed in its print media, the Al- Dustour competition, 
now a fever, is expected to reach near epidemic 
proportions, and management at Al Ra’i has been 
noted planning reconnaissance walks through their 
own premises in the event some “ turncoat ” may be 
considering trying his/her luck at a brand new Korean 
compact. But considering the driving practices of not 
a few motorists on the country’s roads , the safety 
suggestions should be worth waiting for. 

Drive in for the Eid: And speaking of road 
safety . for those planning to drive north of Amman 
for the holidays we remind them that the massive 
boulder which slid towards the main Amman-Jerash 
highway is still impeding traffic in the Salboub area 
north of Baqaa camp. The authorities continue to 
keep only one lane open on that stretch of the 
highway. So if the green hills of Ajloun, the “bride of 
the north ” (Irbid) or the night lights of Damascus arc 
your destination, be prepared for possible conges- 
tion. Fasten those seat belts, drive safely and 
courteously, and have a very happy Eid. 


Jennifer Hamameb 


Thoughts for this week 


Books are good enough in their own way, but they 
are a mighty bloodless substitute for life — Robert 
Louis Stevenson, English author (1850-1894). 

Outside the kingdom of the lord there is no nation 
which is greater than any other — Haile Selassie, 
emperor of Ethiopia ( 1891-1975) 

Wars on natrons change maps, war on poverty 
maps change — Muhammad AJi, American boxing 
champion (1942- ) 

Nothing astonishes men so much as common sense 
and plain dealing — Ralph Waldo Emerson, Amer- 
ican essayist , poet and philosopher (1803-1882). 

Quotations (such as have point and lack triteness) 
from the great old authors are an act of Glial 
reverence on the part of the quoter , and a blessing to 
a public grown superficial and external — Louise 
Imogen Guiney, American poet and essayist (1861- 
1920). 

To wish to act like angels while we are still in this 
world is nothing but folly — St. Theresa of Avila, 
Spanish Carmelite nun (1515-1582). 

' Ask yourself whether you are happy, and you 
cease to be so — John Stuart Mill, English 
philosopher-economist (1806-1873). 

It is better to be beautiful than to be good . but it is 
better to be good than ugly — Oscar Wilde, 
Irish-born writer (1856-1900). 
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No news, good news 


By Joan-Claud* Ettas 


Vie last computer show , organised by the American 
embassy in Amman and which took place last week 
at the Philadelphia Hotel , did nothing but confirm 
the impression we bad at the previous Jordan 
Technology Show — nothing really new in the 
computer world. 

J can easily imagine how readers can be shocked by 
such a statement . Haven’t I heard of CD-ROMS and 
colour laser printers? What about the Internet and 
the Information Super Highway? 

To set the record straight, I must first admit that 
the show was very professionally prepared. Though . 
confined in a relatively small area, it was pleasant 
and very business-like. One of the best I have seen. 

Of the 20 exhibitors or so, five were not specialised 
computer companies. A dear indication that In- 
formation Technology hardware could not SU the 
place by itself. A soft drink maker, a car rental 
company, a courier service company, a satellite 
vendor and a radio paging organisation were present- 
ing their products . 

Well, CD-ROMS are not a novelty anymore and 
colour laser printers have been around since 1992. So 
muc& for the hardware. Of course, the Pentium PC is 
the latest trend in computing power and speed bed 
most users in Jordan seem quite happy with their 
486-DX2-66 machines for the time being, given the 
price of the Pentium / is stil 1 a tittle high for the local 
market. Users would beef up their existing 496 
computer with more memory and disk storage rather 
than buying a completely new Pentium PC model. 

As for as the Internet and the Information Super 
Highway are concerned, yes, they are relatively new. 
It is worth however remembering that they are 
software and not hardware products. The Internet is 



already available in the country to anyone who 
wishes to subscribe. Currentiy, the local representa- 
tive can only offer batch processing ana off-line 
service, that is electronic mail that is not immediately 
transmitted. All messages arc stored on a computer’s 
harddisk and then processed, as a batch , twice a day. 
The on-line service has been promised for summer. 
The off-line service is reasonably priced. Let’s wait to 
see how the on-line processing would be. We still 
have to wait for the actual Super Highway that seems 
in its experimental stage yet , even in the West. 

The bottom line is that , apart from a couple of 
major hardware improvements, the most influential 
innovations in the last two years were on the software 
foont The release of Microsoft Office package (word 
procession, spreadsheets, data base and communica- 
tion ) ana its Arabised equivalent, consolidated by 
the introduction of the new MS-DOS 622, have done 
more than any piece of hardware to change the shape 
of personal computing. And tins is only one example. 

Analysts used to say that software is so much more 
important titan hardware that erne day will come 
when hardware is given free-of-charge with software. 
Perhaps this day will come sooner than expected. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, March 2 

1-30 Animated Classics — Stated 
2*00 Feature fflm — Herbie Goes To Monte Carlo 

Starring: Dean Jones & Don Knotts 


3.-0$ Feature FBm — Ernest Goes To Camp 


Starring: Jim Varney & Victoria Racimo 

- 730 The Bold And The Beautiful 


Herbie the VW foils in love with a sports car as they 
compete in a race from Paris to Monte Carlo. There 
are a lot of laughs in this one. 


Beverly HWs is the glittering backdrop for The Bold 
And The Beautiful , a dramatic series tracing the lives 
and loves, fortunes and feuds of several fanatics as 
they struggle for fame, wealth and power in the 
fashion industry. 


330 Football Match 
FC Barcelona vs Paris St. Germain 
730 Road To Avoolea 


830 Step By Step 
9:00 The Album Show 
930 Heartbeat 


Sara tries to succeed at playing matchmaker to one of 
her relatives and a shabby-looking man when she gets 
suddenly taken aback by a painful fact. 


1030 News In RngfSsh 
1030 Feature Flho — Stolen Babies 


Starring: Lea Thompson & Kathleen Quinlan 


830 Documentary — The Blue Revolution 


An enthralling series on the political and green issues 
of our blue underworld, the distressed deep. 


A female-led gang which specialises in kidnapping 
and selling babies gets into deadlock as it stands at 
loggerheads with an obstinate public organisation. 


1230 The Hidden Room 


9:10 The- Hat Squad 


The Hat Squad is called to protect one of the DEA’s 
most valuable agents, a drug-detecting dog, when the 
liadcr of a cocaine ring puts out a *25,000 contract 
on the animal’s life. 


Monda y. , March 6 


730 Tbe Bold And The Beautiful 


• 830 South Beach 


1030 News In English 
1030 Shirley Bassey In Concert 


Diamond In The Rough 


1130 Bangkok Hilton 
Friday, March 3 
730 Street Hawk 
8:15 Desmond’s 
830 Yon Bet Four Lift 
9:10 Grand Slam 


10:00 News In English 
1030 Scarlet And Black 


Scarlet And Black is a tale of passion , power and 
intrigue in post-Napoleonic France. Julian Sorel rises 
from his father’s saw mill to the aristocratic drawing 
rooms of Paris. His hero and inspiration is Napoleon 
Bonaparte , the penniless lieutenant who rose to 
become emperor of France and with whom he shares 
dreams of glory. 


1030 News In Fngttab 
1030 BJB. King / The Blues Summit 


1130 Feature FBm — Shoot 


Starring: James 'Walters, Heather Graham & J. 
Travolta 


Saturday, March 4 


T u aaday, March 7 

730 Tbe Bold And The Beautiful 
830 Home Improvement 
9:10 Documentary — Tbe Nature Of Things 

The Tree That Changed The World 


130 Animated Classics — Beauty & Tbe Be as t 
230 Feature FBm — Tbe Last flight Of Noah’s Ark 

Starring : Elliotte Gould & Genevieve Bujold 


1030 News In Kngiuh 
1030 Doc um e n tary — Watergate 


Massacre 


A story of an unemployed pilot who, against Jus 
better judgement, agrees to fly a plane full of farm 
animals to a Pacific island for a young missionary. 


This episode uncovers a naked attempt by the 
president to overthrow the rule of law. Nixon was 
never to recover. 


730 Road To Avonka 
830 A New Series 
9:10 The Cape Rebel 


1030 News In En gffefc 
1030 Feature Flho — Leave Of Absence 


730 The Bold And The Beautiful 
830 Documentary — The Marvellous Machine 

The Ear 

9:10 Berlin Break 


Starring: Brian Dennehy & Blythe Donner 


A man decides to make up for the great suffering be 
has caused to his wife but only after he learns how to 
pay the price so dearly. 


There's a new world order. But two of its most daring 
soldiers, representing opposite sides , aren't ready to 
retire from the only way of life they’ve ever known. 
Willy Richter from West Germany and Valentin 
Renko, a Soviet Georgian, are two master spies with 
mythic reputations. 


1230 Tbe Maid Of Orleans (Open) 

Sunday, March 5 


1030 News hi Fngttoh 
1030 Prism 


130 Animated Classics — Aladdin 
230 My Secret Identity 


10:40 Snowy River 
Man And The Boy 
1130 Keeping Up Appearances 



If something is 


of no interest 

to me, Ijdon’t see it! But ... 




ifT* 




By Samar Ghateb 


potential to 
defy, Amman, 
and civilising 


d character of 
dly enough, 
t and mater- 


One fundamental aspect of a city i. 
either civilise or brutalise. Unfortu 
now, foils to provide a basic healt. 
environment for its inhabitants. 

If cities can only reflect the values 
the people that live in them, then 
Amman has become a true consume ; 
ialistic town. 

Failing to teach children about th& environment 
leaves them ill-equipped to participate in the process 
of respecting and improving the city rhjp so critically 
affects their future life. In France J 
“ culture ” is the fourth highest votin. 
where does it rank for us? I am one of 
who. when they feel the squeeze of 
escape to the humanising spaces 
Beaubourg, La Defense of Pans and the 


<r example, 
issue . But 
e lucky few 
man. can 
Place 
uares and 


parks of London. Yet still, people wonde^why I like 
to go off to those places every few / 

I enjoy the animation that pavement calk bring to 
the street, the informal livelines of the pubic square, 
the mixture of shops, offices and homes, tha f makes a 
living neighbourhood. 

At a time when Paris doubles its pedest 
on the Champs Elysees, and when L 
increasing the pedestrian space on Oxford 
the expense of traffic, we, as befits ou. 
materialistic nature, take from our sidewa. 


n areas 
don is 
reet, at 
callous 
s, and 


ultimately from pedestrians, and give to thd&treets. 
and cars. 

This has got to stop. We should without ht utation 
pedestrian ise downtown. Sweifleh. Um-L hainah 
and any other commercial pockets that v: have 
created over the past few years. We can. and bould, 
provide the people with the open space in wh -h they 
can be human again: space that beams with li be it 


cafes r street art. carnivals. We owe it to 
and to our children. 

Yet we have to bear in mind that because 
Amman is a fairly young city, we have m, 
opportunity to turn it into a healthy. lively 


open-minded city. Regrettably, we continue to foil to 
re-interpret and re-invent the dense and diverse 
urban city. Accordingly, we are all guilty. 

As a result of our actions, and even more our 
inaction, Amman has become socially divisive and 
environmentally hazardous. The car has enabled its 
citizens to drive, and so live, away from its centre. 
But when a city, any city, spreads out. as Amman 
clearly has, it becomes uneconomic to expand public 
transport systems, except with cheaper fuel and so at 
the expense of dean air. which still fail to provide an 
alternative to driving. So the car, and all the havoc 
assodated with it. reigns supreme. 

We should not let reason and reflection control our 
unconscious expressions. Take this story for exam- 
ple: Once upon a time there was a centipede that was 
amazingly good at dancing with all hundred legs. All 
the creatures of the forest were impressed with the 
exquisite dance. All except a tortoise that is. How 
can I get the centipede to stop dancing? Thought the 
tortoise. He couldn ’t just say he didn Y like the dance. 
Neither could he say he danced better himself, that 
would obviously be untrue. So he devised a devilish 
plan. He wrote the following letter to the centipede. 
“J am a devoted admirer of your dancing. I must 
know how you go about it when you dance. Is it that 
you lift your left leg number 2S and then your right 
leg number 39? Or do you begin by lifting your right 
leg number 17 before you tin your left leg number 
44? I await your answer. ” When the centipede read 
the letter, she immediately began to think about what 
she did when she danced. Which leg did she lift first? 
And which leg next? And she never danced again. 

That's the way it goes when imagination gets 
strangled by reasoned deliberation. My words should 
not embarrass us. We are not related ro the ostrich. 
We can fulfill the words “ tell me how you live and l 
will tell you who you are. " It is a mere bagatelle. 


vies 



This piece is written for Shireen to remind her that we 
create our own life. 


The story of tbe centipede was a present from 
Alberto 'Knox and Sophie Amundsen c/o Sophie’s 


World L 
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


FANTASTIC FACTS 


■hr British General James L’Amy was absent _ 
Jamaica for a few days and in bis absence 
Sanc6e was pronounced dead from the drea 
Yellow Fever. She was buried .in tbe fanny 



A. Shuqair 


mausoleum. On bis return tbe distraught general 
insisted that be see her beloved’s face for tbe 


time. As be did be saw a flicker of life. After a 
sips of brandy she revived — and survived as 
wife for another 41 years!! 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE . 

1. How is tbe ordinateur better known as? . 

2. Which city is called tbe Athens of tbe north? 

3. Name tbe weekly magazine Mahatma Gandhi 
published and edited? 

4. In the world science , what do tbe initiab NMR 
stand for? 

5.. Where are the Diygalsky Mountains? 

6. Which historian is called “the father of ties and the 
first sightseer"? 
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fr fr fr fr fr 


fr Eccentric American millionaire Wtitiam Randolph 
Hearst, was so fond of telephones that he had them 
fitted ail over bis house — and even in the gardens. 
Many were concealed in tree trunks! 


THIRTY NAME READINGS 


AGNES 


fr fr fr fr fr 


fr If you were getting married many years ago in 
Europe, you would probably have been given an 
onion as a present! A long time ago, onions were 
considered very valuable. If you died 5,000 years 
ago in Egypt, you would have bad tbe inside of your 
tomb decorated with paintings of onions. The 
Egyptians also used an onion to swear an oath. 

Tbe onion takes its name from the Latin word 
which means “ large pearl.” 


MEANING: Tbe name AGNES has tbe fine 
meaning of “Pure.” 

i CHARACTER: This child will be a bard worker 
\and can build up things, actually or metaphorically. 
is full of dreams, yet also very practical.' She 
ties too much and has an excess of sympathy 
ith suffering, so that she will wear herself out 
^ ir, ° to help. She should have a good singing 
She needs praise and appreciation to keep 


*8 


umo 


happy. 
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LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 


Be so good as to forgive me. 

Takarram wa’saamebni. 

May J speak freely? 

Hal tas m ah an atakallam be-burriya? 
I do not meddle with such things. 

La atadakh’khal be-otnmoor kahazehi 
J beg your indulgence. Axjook an tatasaabal. 

It’s all my fault. AJ-zanbo zanbi. 

Please forgive my thoughtlessness. 

Arjoo an tagbflr lee tabbee. 
What a misfortune! Ya late min museeba! 

It’s a heart-rending sight 1 

Innabo manzar tatafattat lebawiehi aFakbad. 
It’s a dastardly act! Innabo amaton kbasis. 

It cannot be helped. Ma bri-yad heete. 

Great God! Have mercy upon me. 

Ya Allah ya Azhn , Irbamni! 


LESSONS: Sbe must learn not to jump to 
rions and not to overwork herself. 

Sbe should take up some form of 
and. if possible, should run her own job, 
employed. Sbe might be a dressmaker. 
DAYS: Tuesday and Thursday. 
NUMBERS: 4 & 6. 


dull 


MOTTO: All work and no play make Jack 


fr fr fr fr fr 


PUZZLES 
(A) ADD FOR\n ADAGE: 


(Jan you, by\king three consecutive letters from 
each of tbe wowing words, make up a well* 
known prove*? r 
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MACADAM ^^CmiSTMAS — NYLON - 
HOOKAH — RSTAKE — TWINGE 


JOKES 


fr fr ik fr 


fr A man was standing in the zoo, sticking his tongue 
out at tbe snakes. 


“What are you doing that for?” the zoo-keeper 
asked him. 


(B) SIMPLICITY ITS 1| 
Here is the other 


* Well , they started it! he replied. 

fr fr fr fr fr 


This diagram repi 
cross. 


I want to correct. 

• six coins in tbe form of a 


ft PATIENT: Doctor, doctor, Tve a dual personality. 

DOCTOR: Well, as this interview is strictly con - 
Sdential, one of you bad better wait outside. 


“ tecpiir^to do is to re-arrange the 
corns, still m the fonnV a cross, so foatfhoeare 
four horizontal and 4 verfferf ooes - 


fr fr fr fr fr 


fr What did the calculator say to the mathematician? 
— You can count on me! 
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Vienna’s Opera Ball — an institution returns 
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By Arno M akowsky 

The boxes were empty for years but 
now society and business are mak- 
ing contacts again at the city’s big- 
gest party 


VIENNA — Where on 
earth are my cufflinks , for 
heaven's sake? It can’t be 
true. The Opera Bail be- 
gins in 20 minutes, the 
debutants have downed 
their tiaras, the white 
limousine is waiting out- 
side and now no cufflinks. 
What now? Roll up the 
sleeves inside the arms of 
the tailcoat? The lady at 
■hotel, reception can’t help 
unfortunately, because 
“ she's just sewing on a 
couple of orders for a 
gentleman. Right . quickly 
over to the opera shop, 
where they're prepared 
for all emergencies, and 
where spontaneous ball 
guests can even rent a 
ballgown an hour before it 
begins. Oh well, there’s 
nothing like a safety pin. 

Degeneration of man- 
ners is unstoppable , as be- 
comes clear later. The 
charmer from box number 
nine weaves over to a lady 
in violet coloured evening 
dress, and grabs her arm 
familiarly, rasping " I kiss 
your hand fair lady " (a 
traditional Viennese 
address). How embarras- 
sing! Part of the etiquette 
you have to know before 
the Vienna Opera Ball is 
that firstly, when kissing a 
lady's hand, you do not 
actually kiss it, but stop 
two centimetres short of 
the back of her hand, so 
that the most she senses is 
your breath. And second- 
ly, you definitely 
shouldn’t say anything ab- 
out “my fair lady " but 
introduce yourself correct- 
ly with a bow. 

Perhaps Mr. Elmayer of 
the famous Viennese 
Elmayer Dancing School 
is right when he complains 
that young people today 
scarcely know how to be-, 
have on such grand social [ 
occasions. He was forced 
to observe chewing gum 
flying out of the mouth o£ 
an enthusiastic young dan- 
cer. 

That is bad, but not 
really surprising, after all 
the Opera Ball has lost 
most of its renown, or so 
we hear. In recent years it 
was far from a sell-out. the 
expensive boxes in par- 


ticular. Demonstrators 
even stayed away. What 
remains of the dazzle of 
the greatest attraction in 
Vienna’s social calendar , 
of the dazzle of what some 
see as one of the country’s 
greatest institutions. 

The first impression is 
shocking — some guests 
have actually had the 
nerve to turn up in dinner 
jackets. Wearing a dinner 
jacket to the Opera Ball is 
a bit like appearing on the 
terraces at FC Bayern 
dressed like a Munich 
1860 football fan. 
Although Opera Ball 
organiser Lotte Tobisch 
had smiled understanding- 
ly . saying “If you have no 
white tie and tails, you can 
come in a dinner jacket. 
But you mustn't be sur- 
prised if people try to 
order champagne from 
you. ’’ 

Now there may certain- 
ly be wallies who will have 
had to go to a costume 
hire to rent his outfit for 
the night. But even that 
shows style! After all it 
costs 415 marks (about 
$270) to hire tails, waist- 
coat, shirt and patent 
leather shoes — and the 
happy feeling of for once 
belonging to those who 
throw money around pret- 
ty senselessly. On the 
other hand this expense 
hardly counts if you con- 
sider the other prices: 
tickets cost 370 marks ( ab- 
out $220) each and are 
.. thus relatively cheap. But 
those who want to sit with 
their friends in an exclu- 
sive box in the upper circle 
must pay an additional 
23,500 marks (around 
$15,600). But anyone who 
is anyone is there. “If I go 
to the Vienese Opera t 
Ball,” the newspaper^ 
Wiener Kurier quotes a., 
famous millionaire. “I can. 
save myself 30 business 
trips. " 

It seems that this kind 
of soda 1 and business net- 
working still works splen- 
didly. For newcomers too. 
“The famous, the snobs, 
the whole atmosphere — 
somehow it's really 
great. " enthuses 18-year- 
old debutant Mathias 


Walser. And his 19-year- 
old dancing partner Anja 
Simbrunner says: “ I think 
it’s simply a. gas!” More 
than 800 couples had to 
dance a waltz when they 
applied for tickets last De- 
cember — dancing anti- 
clockwise of course. And 
180 of these were finally 
accepted into the “open- 
ing committee." 

The organiser. Lotte 
Tobisch, has her own spe- 
dal criteria for choosing 
her debutants. "A couple 
of commoners, a couple 
who have had a word put 
in for them, that’s real 
democracy. " In row num- 
ber one dances the daugh- 
ter of the hotelier family 
Sacher. the son of the 
Austrian European Union 
Commissioner in Brussels, 
Fischel. a couple from 
Tyrol (complete nobodies, 
that's the way it has to be) 
and for the camera teams 
from the national TV sta- 
tion a beautiful girl from 
Dubai, with her boyf- 
riend. 

As far as the two debs 
Anja and Mathias are con- 
cerned — by the way, 
Tobisch thinks “Those 
two are simply gorgeous" 
— they both believe that 
terms like “tradition " and 
“ society " have a positive 
ring. Anja’s father is a 
professor of medicine, 
Mathias’s family is in the 
drink business. Theirs is 
an old family-run com- 
pany of venerable tradi- 
tion that makes a famous 
herb-liqueur. One resides 
in . the fashionable 18th 
District and one’s father 
says things like: “Yes, 
we’re proud to be Vien- 
nese. ’’ 

Mathias and Anja are 
■both studying business in 
their first semester. Their 
fellow students also think 
it’s great that they are 
.debutants at Vienna’s 
Opera Ball, and their rela- 
tives are thrilled. Have 
they got any . idea why 
spmep.ne_ mighr dempns- 
trite against the Opera 
Ball? No, says Anja , until 
now, she'd never given the 
matter any thought. And 
Mathias says: “ That’s just 
envy, its the only explana- 
tion I can think of.” 

A glance from the win- 
dow of the marble hall of 
the Vienna Opera House 
indicates that the expected 
demonstration has failed 
to materialise yet again. 


The riot police and their 
barons on the Opera 
Square are bored. Gone 
are the days when there 
was rioting in Kaemtner 
Street and demonstrators 
chanted things like: 
44 They’re dancing at the 
Opera Ball and scheming 
for our downfall!” The 
days in 1987, when the 
leading German politician 
Franz Josef Stra usssatina 
box sipping champagne 
with Kurt Waldheim, 
while outside the demon- 
strators chanted slogans 
against the nuclear fuel 
reprocessing plant plan- 
ned for Wackersdorf in 
Germany. Nowadays, says 
Lotte Tobisch, there are 
no longer any grounds for 
protest. “ The Opera Ball 
is an anachronistic fairy 
tale. Turning it into a poli- 
tical issue is ridiculous." 

Let’s turn back to the 
ballroom, to the marble 
stairway, which Sophia 
Loren is just graciously 
ascending, triggering a 
kind of collective ecstasy 
among the paparazzi. She 
is wearing a very daring 
dress in gold, smiling gent- 
ly and only when a camera 
man virtually lowers his 
lens into her decollete do 
two bodyguards inter- 
vene. Maybe we should 
mention that Mrs. Loren 
didn't fly into Vienna for 
nothing, but rather — put- 
ting it cautiously — that 
she is there at the invita- 
tion of the Viennese con- 
struction giant Richard 
• Lugner. People are saying 
that the publicity crazed 
Lugner paid 1.2 million 
schilling (more than 
$110,000) for the honour 
of the actress' appearance. 
In recenf yeans the ball 
was graced this way by the 
presence of such stars as 
Joan Collins and Harry 
Belafonte. 

Now Lugner sits next to 
Loren in his box, and ev- 
ery time someone takes a 
picture, he, snuggles up to 
the ' .-her, and 

grins into- the camera, 
while his wife looks on 
rather unhappily. And ev- 
ery time a new photo- 
grapher turns up Sophia 
Loren unmistakably rolls 
her eyes towards heaven. 
She’s annoyed. Scenes 
like that one , and a glance 
at the champagne bar 
where two men from Col- 
ogne are talking se/fim- 
portantly about marketing 


strategies and innovation, 
take us to the real ques- 
tion of the evening: is the 
Viennese Opera Ball still 
the ultimate event on the 
social calender at which 
the international jet set 
and nobility meet to move 
in time' with the rhythm? 

Or has the ball mutated 
into just another ritual for 
Japanese and Austrian 
software manufacturers 
and nouveau riche 
businessmen? And — just 
to exaggerate the question 
and give it a jet set touch 
— is all this public posing 
still “in”? It's a well 
known fact, that in times 
of recession you can’t 
even rely on the superricb. 
And if it weren't for Mr. 
Lugner and bis charter- 
guests things would not 
just have looked gloomy 
in terms of hangers-on. 
but also regarding famous 
guests. 

But this year everything 
is different. Everything is 
sold out! Placido 
Domingo is there , Au- 
strian President Thomas 
Klestil , Shirley MacLaine 
and never mind world 
stars Uke Uschi Glas and 
Helmut Fischer. “You can 
feel that things are looking 
up.” By the way. Mrs. 
Tobisch is a remarkable 
woman, and not just be- 
cause she used to be an 
actress at the famous 
Burgtheatre. before she 
made the role of “ Lady of 
the Opera Ball” — as the 
newspaper Neue Kronen 
Zeitung puts it — her 
own. She has defended 
the spectacle ever since 
with the most beautiful 
arguments: “ Tails aren't 
elitist . they’re egalitarian. 
Everybody who wears 
them looks the same." 

If needs be she'll even 
tangle with prominent 
members of Viennese 
society like the director of 
the opera loan Holender, 
who sajd last year .that the. . 
Opera Ball had become 
superfluous. In such inst- 
ances she points out that 
the Opera Ball is “the 
only day in the year when 
the Opera doesn't make a 
loss.” But anyone who 
asks her for the honour of 
a dance, gets the answer: 

“ I'm sorry waltzing makes 
me ill.” 

That goes for dancing in 
general. The debutants 
have it hammered into 









The famous Opera Bail reclaims it sgrtaee as WSemnsa’s big- 
gest party (ftte photo) 


them during rehearsals 
that the ladies have to 
courtesy and how the waltz 
to the left looks really 
elegant. “And now the 
ladies lift their skirts. ” the 
dancing teacher thrills. 
.And if you were to he a*, 
his voice alone you would - 
swear he was ’ wearing a 
powdered wig and white 
gloves. For the average 
guest at the ball, every- 
thing is so much more 
difficult in the jostling of 
the crowd. “In order to 
indicate to the lady that 
things are about to start, " 
an ancient handbook of 
dancing etiquette says. 

“ the gentleman gains 
momentum on his /eft leg 


during the dance and then 
sets off again on his right 
foot, placing it between 
the feet of the lady.” 

And so they dance on 
through the night. And 
some. people really da feel 
jJk'Whether-from.rhe waltz 
or from the clouds of per- 
fume or from the “ Taittin - 
ger Comte De La Cham- 
pagne" that sells for 4.600 
schillings (more than 
$400) — the way Richard 
Burton once did. As the 
Viennese press tactfully 
reported at the time, 
“when he leaned over the 
balustrade , it was not 
without consequence for 
the dancers below." 


The ball lasts until five 
in the morning and in the 
afternoon they'll all be sit- 
ting in their offices again 
or in the plane — with 
their clothes bags for their 
tails and ball-gown. And 
■ vinually^imne of them will 
. -have 'fomib’Zheir way to 
. the, city park where they 
could have met him. the 
real king of the waltz. 
There are the statues o 
Franz Lehar. Robert Stol. 
land Johann Strauss oi 
course sculpted as a gol- 
den violinist in the midst 
of gentle elves and 
nymphs. And by the wav. 
you don't need a ticket to 
get in — Sueddeutsche 
Zeitung. 


The single- bullet theory of Kevin Bacon’s career 
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By Douglas J. Rowe 

, The Associated Press 

■ NEW YORK — You 
could call it the single- 
bullet theory of Kevin 
Bacon’s career , except it's 
fact. He acknowledges it. 

Bacon's brief part as a 
homosexual hustler in 
Oliver Stone's “JFK” tore 
through Hollywood's 
perception of him like an 
armour-piercing bullet. 
- After all. Bacon had been 
the teen bearthrob from 
Footloose and the roman- 
tic lead in lightweight 
comedies tike He said. 
She said and She's Having 
A Baby. 

In the last few years, 
he's played such edgy 
characters as the militar y 
prosecutor in A Few 
, Good Men, the escaped 
’• con in The River Wild and 
" now the inmate whose 
brutalisation in prison led 
to the eventual shutdown 
of Alcatraz in Murder In 


The First. 

While drinking a cap- 
puccino with low-fat milk 
in the mezzanine eatery of 
a midtown Manhattan 
hotel, the 36-year-old 
Bacon still looks lean and 
boyish. He's reticent, 
even aloof, not really 
warming to the knowledge 
that his interviewer grew 
up just a short distance 
from where he did, or only 
revealing the Connecticut 
town where the lives on 
the condition that it 
.doesn’t see print. 

At that rate, you'd 
think he might recoil ar 
the suggestion that his 
career's on a roll — as if 
you might be jinxing him. 
But he warms to that 
topic. 

“Sure,” be says. “Yeah, 
it feels good. Fm probably 
in a better situation than 
I’ve ever been in. My 
career has had a lot of ups 
and downs. It's been kind 
of all over the map.” 



Kevin Bacon 

Movies tike Quicksil- 
ver, The Big Picture and 
Queens Lope crashed at 
the box office. From that 
down phase, only Tremors 


fared better, but only after 
the fact, developing a bit 
of a cult following on 
video. 

“I have this theory that 
there’s times when who 
you are as a person, as you 
walk down life's road, the 
age that you're at, the way 
you look, the things that 
happen in your life, birth 
ana death, joy and 
tragedy , and all those 
things are directly related 
to what's going on in your 
work” Bacon says. 

I reached a crossroads, 
a passage if you will, 
three-four years ago when 
I was in my early 30s,” be 
says, explaining that he 
got married, had children, 
and made some career 
changes. 

“Some of it was very 
conscious, but also some 
of the things just kind of 
laid in. 

“JFK was a big turning 
point in my career , even 
though it didn't necessari- 


ly feel tike it at the time. It 
had a direct effect on get- 
ting A Few Good Men. 
It's bad a direct rela- 
tionship to being involved 
in Murder In The First 
and The River Wild and 
subsequently Apollo 13 
(his next movie with Tom 
Hanks).” 

Bacon feels that his JFK 
role “had a certain reso- 
nance,” adding: “People 
just saw something diffe- 
rent... It jump-started my 
career again. ” 

He wasn't surprised he 
could play it, because he 
said that from the time he 
began acting in New 
York, ‘Tve always been 
drawn to hard-edged, un- 
usual, sometimes psycho- 
tic, sometimes foreign 
kinds of characters.” 

He honed his skills off- 
Broadway. Bom in Phi- 
ladelphia and reared in 
the Rittenhouse Square 
area of that dty. Bacon 
was the youngest of six 


children. His father, 
Edmund Bacon once 
served as the director of 
the Philadelphia City 
Planning Commission. 

At 17, he moved to New 
York to study acting while . 
working as a waiter. 

His Gist notable movie 
role came in 1978' s 
National Lampoon's 
Animal House (he's the 
guy pancaked while call- 
ing for. calm during the 
climactic parade scene), 
then be played the alien- 
ated alcoholic Fenwick in 
Diner before zooming to 
stardom as the ants-in-his- 
pants-and-he’s-gotta- 
dance city slicker in 
1984’s Footloose. 

At this point, though. 
Bacon no longer feels that 
he has to distance himself 
from Chat or any other 
lighter roles he's tilled. 

“I want to have a really 
good part. I'm just better 
if I have a good part. If I 
don't have a good part. 


I'm just not that good,” he 
says matter-of-factly. 

From movie to movie , 
Bacon can display protean 
qualities, ana in his latest 
outing , he lost some 25 
pounds (11.3 kilogram- 
mes) wore a prosthetic eye 
piece, and was made up 
with scars to depict an 
inmate deformed and de- 
nigrated by his three years 
in the solitary confine- 
ment of a dungeon. 

“It's what I aspire to, 
and it's what Tve worked 
towards,” Bacon says. 
“Because when I thought 
about becoming an actor, 
and when I looked at 
actors I admired, I 
thought to myself: the 
reason I want to do this is 
because I want to be a 
bunch of different things. 
It's not because I want to 
just be me up there on the 
screen. I have no interest 
in being me on the screen. 
I save me for the people 
that I love. I'm interested 


in being a spaceman or a 
prisoner or a bad guy or 
whatever. ” 

The people be saves 
himself for are his wife, 
actress Kyra Sedgwick, 
and their children , 5-year- 
old Travis and 2-year-old 
Sosie.. 

He prefers not to talk 
much about his family life. 
“My persona/ life is not all 
that interesting, to tell you 
the truth,” he said. “I 
mean, it’s kind of a boring 
situation: Basically I'm 
happily married and have 
two great kids. ” 

And anyway, he thinks 
what one says can sound 
so insipid, rather than pro- 
found and important, 
once it appears in print. 

44 It's tike the way that I 
feel about my wife and 
kids. How can I put that in 
a sentence.... Poets , song- 
writers have been trying to 
write about love for years. 
And so often they've been 
completely unsuccessful.” 


Retrospective celebrates Fellini’s fantasy world 




literal 
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By Melanie Goodfellow 
Reuter 

ROME — Federico Felli- 
ni, the rotund late giant of 
: Italian cinema , lies in bed 
with Giovanni Agnelli, 
the aquiline-nosed tycoon 
of car maker Fiat. 

Agnelli, clad in striped 
silk pyjamas , looks lon- 
gingly at a buxom female 
cavorting naked outside 
the bedroom window and 
zxdtaims: “What a nice 
bum.” 

■ The scene, based on 


one of Fellini’s dreams, is 
among the hundreds of his 
sketches in a major re- 
trospective on the five- 
times Oscar winner who 
died in 1993. 

Fellini’s films, with their 
chaotic plots, surreal sets 
and larger-than-life char- 
acters, departed from the 
dour style of neo-realist 
filmmakers such as Rober- 
to Rossellini. 

Fellini thrived on fan- 
tasy and the sketches pro- 
vide an insight into the 
mind that put Anita 


Ekberg in Rome's Trevi 
Fountain in La Dolce 
Vita, dressed Catholic car- 
dinals in coloured light 
bulbs for Roma, and con- 
jured up the nymphoma- 
niac tigure of Volpina in 
A mar cord. 

Many of the sketches 
show scantily-dressed 
women with oversized 
breasts and muscular 
thighs which served as 
models for the Amazonian 
sirens he later cast in his 
films. 

The men , by compari- 


son, are often scrawny 
with angst-ridden express- 
ions. In one sketch Fellini 
shows an anguished 
Giuseppe Verdi, the 19th 
century opera composer, 
staring at four buxom 
women sitting on the wing 
of an airplane. 

Some of the drawings, 
such as those featuring 
Agnelli and Verdi , depict 
the dreams Fellini re- 
corded on the advice of a 
German psychoanalyst he 
met in 1960. 


Others include drawings 
from before he became a 
director , including some 
produced for satirical pub- 
lications and the Funny 
Face Shop which pro- 
duced caricatures for 
allied troops in Rome at 
the end of World War II. 

American actor 
Anthony Quinn , who 
played a circus strongman 
alongside Fellini's wife 
Giutietta Masina in the 
director's first Oscar- 
winning film La Strad a, 
said Fellini advised him 


never to tell the truth. 

“Once after I had been 
very earnest in a press 
conference he said: 
11 Everyone knows the 
truth. Tell them some- 
thing they don’t know, tell 
them your mother's a 
princess and your father's 
a giant, ” Quinn said at the 
exhibition's opening. 

“Federico was always 
dreaming, even when he 
was awake. He would 
scribble down his ideas — 
restaurant owners became 
furious because he would 


draw on cable clothes — . 
and they would pop up in 
his films years later, ” said 
Rinaido Geleng, a family 
friend. 

Part of the retrospective 
consists of memorabilia 
from Fellini’s some 30 
Sims such as props, cos- 
tumes, studio stills and 
story boards. 

The section devored to 
La Dolce Vita includes a 
photograph of Anita 
Ekberg dad in thigh-high 
rubber boots for the 
famous scene where she 


wades with Marcello Mas- 
croianni in the cold waters 
of Rome’s Trevi Fountain. 

It also includes doodles 
Fellini drew of Paparazzi . 
the ferocious street photo- 
graphers who hounded the 
starlets and nobilitx t in the 
film. 

The section on La Stra- 
da, widely acclaimed as 
Fellini's masterpiece , dis- 
plays the costume Masina 
wore in the role of Gelso- 
mina, the half-wit girl with 
a big heart. 
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Asian women go under the knife for Western look 


EDITOR'S NOTE — In male-dominated Asia, where 
beauty is a must for women who want to get ahead, 
cosmetic surgery is a growth industry, From South 
Korea to the Philippines to Malaysia, women who 
can afford it are going under the knife. 


By Sheila McNulty 

The Associated Press 


BANGKOK — Makeup 
artists complained about 
her slanted eyes 3nd broad 
nose. Photogrpahers said 
they couldn Y find her best 
side. Costume designers 
balked at dressing her. 

Her looks were hurting 
her career as a singer. 

Last spring, 24-year-old 
Naree Krajang finally de- 
cided to do something ab- 
out it. She underwent 
plastic surgery to remove 
some of the skin and fatty 
tissue on her upper eyelids 
to make her eyes look 
rounder and put a fold in 
the lid. The doctor also 
implanted a piece of sili- 


cone on the bridge of her 
nose to make it look less 
flat. 

“I didn’t want others to 
criticise or insult me any 
more, ” she says. 

Fair skin, smaller , 
folded eyelids and high 
nose bridges — Cauca- 
sians features — have al- 
ways been considered the 
basic elements of a beauti- 
ful face in Asia. 

Now, as Thailand 
embraces fast-food res- 
taurants, blue jeans and 
Hollywood movies in its 
zeal to Westernise, its 
women are even more de- 
termined to attain those 
attributes. From South 
Korea to the Philippines 
to Malaysia, women who 


can afford it are going 
under the knife. 

“Ifsa trend,” says Kan- 
jana Spindler , editor in 
chief of the Thai edition of 
the women’s magazine 
Bile. “You can see all 
these plastic surgery cli- 
nics popping up like 
mushrooms. ” 

Montana Ratchadam- 
nuen, 30, the owner of a 
furniture store, had her 
third nose job recently in 
one of those clinics. The 
A rat one had left the bird - 
ge too high and the second 
one left the silicone im- 
plant too visible. 

Her nostrils are now 
Hoed with stitches and her 
nose is swollen from her 
third operation. It will be 
up to six months before 
the swelling subsides and 
she’ll know if she tikes this 
latest nose. 

“If ifs not beautiful, I 
must get a new one, ” she 


says. “J want to be beauti- 
ful.” 

Her husband, Chot 
Thammathong, 32, says 
Montana was beautiful be- 
fore she started getting 
nose jobs: “ Even the Gist 
one was unnecessary. ” 

But Montana, 'a petite, 
pleasant-looking woman, 
thinks be is just being 
nice. She is considering 
implants to increase the 
size of her breasts and 
surgery on her full, sexy 
tips to make them smaller. 

Although beauty is im- 
porant throughout Asia, 
in Thailand it appears to 
consume many women. 
They often refuse to wear 
motorcycle helmets — in 
violation of the law — for 
fear of mussing their hair. 

'Their clothes are never 
wrinkled and and their 
makeup is always skillfully 
applied. Many use creams 
to lighten their skin. And 


plastic surgery has become 
a must among the in- 
crowd. 

“Thais art very vain by 
nature .** Spindler says. 
“In this country, people 
always look at the surface 
and place so much emph- 
asis on outside appear- 
ances.” 

Dr. Thep Vechavisit 
works 12-hour days, seven 
days a week to disguise 
the conceived Gaws in 
those appearances. 
Women often come in 
groups to undergo the 
half-hour operations in his 
tiny opeating room. 

The ear. nose and 
throat doctor does about 
100 nose and eye opera- 
tions a month in between 
face-lifts and breast im- 
plant operations in a clinic 
below his apartment. The 
charge is $320 for eye 
surgery and $480 for a 
nose job to “Westernise” 


his patients. 

Dr. Surasak Muang- 
sorahuf, head of the Plas- 
tic Surgeons Association, 
cautions that there are 
■more than 1,000 untrained 
doctors peforming such 
operations in Bangkok be- 
cause Thai law permits 
anyone with a medical de- 
gree to perform surgery. 
Countless women have 
therefore suffered perma- 
nent scars, painful infec- 
tions and even implants 
that wear a hole in their 
noses and pop out. 

Dr. Surasak says he 
spends much of his time 
fixing what untrained 
surgeons have wrought. 

Despite the widespread 
accounts of botched 
surgeries, Thai women 
think the opeations are 
worth the risk. Some be- 
lieve the proper eyes or 
nose can literally change 
their lives. 


Tbadsuang Maneejan, a 


19-vear-old soap opera 
star, savs she underwent a 


star, says she underwent a 
$4,000 surgery last 
November because every- 


one said her fatty eyelids 
made her looks sad. Her 
colleagues, her director 
and even a fortuneteller 
told her they were bad 
luck. 

Instead of the smaller , 
unhappy parts that domin- 
ated her career in the past, 
when she always looked 
sad, the actress says she 
now is able to get key 
roles to play happy 
women who attract men. 

“ Now I can act sexy, ” 
she says. 

Although actresses and 
singers were the only ones 
who could afford the op- 
erations when they be- 
came popular more than a 
decade ago, the prolifera- 
tion of clinics, and result- 
ing competitive prices, has 


made the surgery afford- 
able to Thailand's growing 
middle class. 

Dr. Swatana Poksawad 
says women from all walks 
of life come to her clinic. 
Often, she says, mothers 
encourge their daughters 
to undergo the opertions 
between high school and 
college , where they will 
change friends. She her- 
self performed eyelid and 
nose surgery on both of 
her daughters during that 
transiton. She hasn't sug- 
gested it, however, to her 
18-year -old son. 

Thais generally believe 
that men don Y need to g/o 
to such extremes to im- 
prove their appearances. 

“ For women, beauty is 
Gist. *’ says Pbuklan, a 20- 
year-old salesman at a ma- 
jor department store. 
“For me, their character, 
habits and actions are 
more important.” 


Study: Grape juice may be as beneficial as wine in unclogging arteries 


By Rob Lever 

Agene France Presse 


WASHINGTON 
Grape juice may be as 
effective as red wine in 
preventing dogged arter- 
ies, researchers have con- 
cluded in a study that may 
explain why the French 
have low levels of heart 
disease despite high fat 
diets. 

The University of Wis- 
consin study showed it 
took three times as much 
grape juice by volume to 
achieve the same preven- 


tive effects as red wine hut 
it offered a method for 
protecting against heart 
disease for people who 
cannot or do not drink 
alcohol. 


It's better if we can 
Gnd the beneGdal subst- 
ance in alcoholic bever- 
ages without drinking be- 
cause it *ill be safer for a 
lot of people,” said John 
Folts, the lead researcher 
in a report published this 
month in Circulation, a 
journal of the American 
Heart Association. 


“ Alcohol abuse is a ma- 
jor problem in this coun- 
try, and the public percep- 
tion is always that if two 
drinks a day is good, then 
four or Gve may be bet- 
ter,” he added. 

Mr. Folts said it was too 
soon to all for a recom- 
mendation to drink grape 


that two glasses of red 
wine a day can inhibit 
clotting that can lead to 
coronary thrombosis, a 
disease of the arteries that 
can ultimately lead to 
heart attacks. Other stu- 
dies have shown moderate 
alcohol consumption to 
have a similar effect. 


juke, but said people with 
heart problems might 


heart problems might 
want to consider it. In 
general, die darker the 
■beverage, the more Bavo- 
ooids are present. 

Mr. Folts and his col- 
leagues last year reported 


The researchers be- 
lieved that the beneGdal 
substances in red wine 
were Bavonoids, naturaily 
occurring compounds that 
reduce the stickiness of 
blood platelets. Flavo- 


noids are found in the 
skins . stems and seeds of 
grape juice , which are re- 
moved late in the fer- 
mentation for red wine. 

Flavonoids are also pre- 
sent to varying degrees in 
grape juice , beer and 
some fruits and veget- 
ables. 

To further their theory, 
the researchers tested 
grape juice in a group of 
partidpants, continuing 
that grape juice provided 
the same beneGaal effect. 

Research animals were 
also tested. 


The so-called “French 
paradox ” deals with a 
series of studies showing 
the comparatively low rate 
of heart attacks among the 
French even though they 
eat nearly four times as 
much butter and three 
times as much lard as 
Americans. 


Despite similarities in 
factors such as smoking 
and weight, Americans 
have a rate of fatal heart 
attacks 2.5 times as great 
as the French. 

This has been attributed 


to regular wine consump- 
tion by the French, but 
other theories, induding 
the use of olive oil and 
other cooking habits in the 
Mediterranean, also have 
been explored. 

In 1974, Mr. Folts was 
the Gist researcher t to de- 
monstrate that Aspirin 
may help reduce the risk 
of heart attacks by de- 
creasing platelet activity. 

In his latest study, be 
said flavonoids may be 
even better protection be- 
cause, unlike Aspirin, 
their effect is not in- 


creased or decreased by 
stress and other factors 
that raise adrenaline. 


Mr. Folts said flavo- 
noids may be even more 
effective if they can be 
dried and produced in pill 
form. 


The research team is 
currently studying the 
effect of beer, another be- 
verage with the same anti- 
dogging substance. Pre- 
liminary indications are 
that dark beers may be 
more beneGdal than light- 
coloured beers. 


Experimental drugs offer promise for reversing bone loss 


1 


By Ellen Knickmeyer 
The Associated Press 


SAN FRANCISCO — A 
drug that could become 
one of the Gist new treat- 
ments for osteoporosis in 
more than a decade built 
bone in women with the 
disease, a study said. 

The drug Alendronate 


was given to 516 women 
over three years, produc- 
ing an average 6.8 per cent 
increase in bone density at 
the spine, said Merck aid 
Co., which plans next 
month to submit it for 
Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration (FDA) approval. 
It usually takes about 19 
months for a company to 


win marketing approval. 

Patients in die trials in 
15 countries outside the 
United States also showed 
4.8 per cent and 6.9 per 
cent increase at the two 
spots on the hip most pro- 
ne to fracture. 

“That’s pretty substan- 
tial,” said Richard Gelula 
of the National Osteopor- 


osis Foundation in 
Washington. “If they can 
reduce bone loss , that's a 
fantastic achievement. If 
they can add some bone 
density'* better yet 
If the drug works, it's 
good news for the 25 mil- 
lion Americans, many of 
them women, suffering 
from the brittle bone dis- 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


ease. It’s even better news 
that other potential ther- 
apies are in the pipeline as 
well. 

“At the moment, we 
have perhaps one really 
effective therapy, hor- 
mone replacement . ther- 
apy, ” said Dr. Ian Reid of 
the University of Auck- 
land, clinical investigator 
in the Alendronate trial, 
who presented his results 


at a conference in Mel- 
bourne, Australia. 

“ Patients ... have an 
enormous need for an 
alternative, ” be said. 

While the hormones 
Estrogen and Calcitonin 
have been the only 
approved forms of treat- 
ment since 1984, drugs 
that may actually stimu- 
late bone growth are in 
the laboratory along with 


Alendronate. 

A University of Califor- 
nia at San Francisco study 
released this week showed 
promising results with a 
parathyroid hormone. 


A four-week trial of the 
drug on rats with lab- 
induced osteoporosis 
showed all the rats re- 
gained lost bone mass, 
and some actually added 


extra bone. 

“This is really the first 
real chance we have to 
actually reverse osteopor- 
osis,” said Dr. Nancy 
Lane, the parathyroid 
study's lead author. 


An early candidate for 
bone building, sodium 
fluoride, produced bones 
that weighed more but 
also snapped more. 


IN LIKE A LION 
By Louis Sabin 
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Too much daytime stimulation may 
cause babies 9 fussy sleeping habits 


By Daniel Q. Haney 

The Associated Press 


Diagramlesa, 19 x 19 
By Harold B. Counts 


Loot Wook’o Cryptogram 

i. Pretty hoop star score* thirty-eight potato in final game a« 
Mala cheerleader Mead rood her on. 


ACROSS 

I RMEKuoyigl 


0 Foodausrter 
B Ma*kod 

10 Zanana 

11 CoriSi" Bahamian 

13 Patftanjtd I 

14 Becomo 


19 Clad 
19 Droop 
22 Con*n 


25 Covered. In a way 
20 Ikvsu 
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26 Melees muKO 

IranaMn 

30 Anno, 

31 Uorctuntt 

33 CftSdWllnunM 

34 CotorM 
39 RaSalenca 
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42 Ceneta anorak 
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4fl natal 

53 Saamtoeye 
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57 Csriorfab 
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80 Natural *Mky 
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09 Sr* 
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72 ASadudatRa 
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75 Some 

78 Eacta'1 rest v». 


3. The popular vision of raeeeai tor American youth is to be ■ 
boll player or movie star. 

*■ Philosopher muaoa and wonders, -Who am IT What la the 
purpose of life? Where are the cake and cookie*?" 
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4 Fomtyor moa 
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42 PutWOP 
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45 star 
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49 Senator Kmeay 
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52 Sotnoo 
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Sft Stoma* 

60 Recorded 
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82 Snowed ns 


CBTPTOCKAMS 

l.JBZZKX. M&TLLD. RBIUMRT&. TRBFVZBX - 

unuj nzry run mpnvc tfdszerkzpej - 

T VC O JOVCC KIFISCV. — By 9olT«iaflker 


04 Backs tK necks 
» YMkadWfcwr 
SB Mustek Lanya 
SB Rajtffi MM 
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ATLANTA — Baby 
won't sleep all night? The 
problem may be too much 
stimulation during the day 
— everything from taking 
kids shopping to picking 
them up at the slightest 
whimper. 

Many parents list poor 
sleeping as their biggest 
child-rearing headache, 
especially during the first 
year or two. Dr. Sara 
Harkness of Pennsylvania 
State University studied 
Dutch and American 
families in search of 
answers. 

She found that Dutch 
babies sleep longer, and 
sleep through the night 
sooner, than American in- 
fants. 

The reason, she be- 
lieves, is a Dutch pen- 
chant for regularity and 
res f/zj /ness, contrasting 
with the American belief 
that stimulation helps 
babies’ mental develop- 
ment. 

Dutch parents tend to 
establish soothing routines 
for their babies all day 
long, not just at night. 
Compared with American 
moms , they pick up their 
babies less and talk to 
them less. They believe 
infants should learn to en- 
tertain themselves. They 
put them to bed at the 
same time every night. 

“Perhaps having a regu- 
lar and restful daytime 
routine is a key to the 
early development of a 
pattern of nighttime sleep 
that seems to fit the needs 
of both the child and the 
rest of the family” said 
Dr. Harkness. 

She presented the re- 
sults of her study, con- 
ducted with Dr. Const- 
ance Keefer of Harvard 
Medical School, at a meet- 


ing of the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advance- 
ment of Science. 

The fact that diverse 
cultures raise children dif- 
ferently has long fascin- 
ated researchers. Usually 
people in this Geld, called 
etbnopedia tries, compare 
extremely diverse 
societies. 

Indeed, Dr. Harkness’ 
first research looked at 
differences in sleeping 
patterns between babies in 
Los Angeles and the rural 
Kipsigis community in 
Kenya. There she found 
that while American in- 
fants averaged almost 
eight hours of nightime 
sleep by 16 weeks of age . 
the Africans continued to 
wake up every three or 
four hours until at least 8 
months of age. 

Next, she compared two 
much more similar cul- 
tures — 36 families in 
Cambridge, Mas- 
sachusetts, and 66 in 
fi/oemeuhei/n in the 
Netherlands. 

“To our surprise, we 
found that the differences 
between the American 
and Dutch children were 
as striking as between the 
American and Kipsigis in- 
fants,” she said. 

At age 6 months, the 
Cambridge babies slept 
just under 13 of every 24 
hours, while the Dutch 
babies slept almost 15 
hours. During the night, 
the Dutch babies slept one 
hour longer and slept in 
longer uninterrupted 
stretches. 

Furthermore, the Dutch 
youngsters went to bed 
noticeably earlier. While 
conducting the study in 
Bloemenbeim, Dr. Hark- 
ness said her own 7-year- 
old son seemed to be the 
only child his age still up 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Her work suggests the 


contrast stems from diffe- 
rent philosophies — often 
laid down by influential 
pediatricians — about the 
best way to raise babies. 

American parents are 
often told that lots of sti- 
mulation is needed for 
babies’ mental and soda] 
growth. “ They want to 
create a loving, exciting 
and novelty-Glled daytime 
environment for the 
child,” she said. 

American parents’ work 
schedules may also play a 
role. For instance, harried 
mothers may cart the baby 
on errands more or sit 


them in front of the TV . 

Dutch parents, instead, 
have long followed “the 
three R’s” — Rust , Regal- 
maat and Reinheid — 
which means Rest, Reg- 
ularity and Cleanliness. 

Dr. Ronald Barr of 
McGill University in Mon- 
treal said comparisons be- 
tween cultures cannot de- 
termine which way is best. 
Many different methods 
may turn out equally heal- 
thy children. 

Instead, be said, “this 
gives us insights into what 
makes the human body 
click. ” 


ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. The computer 

2. Edinburgh 

3. The Harijan 

4. Nuclear Magnetic Resonance 

5. Antarctica 

6. Herodotus 
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PUZZLES 


(A) ADDFORANADAGE 
mACAdam 
ChrisTMAs 

nYLOn 

hoOKAh 

misTAKe 

twINGe 


The Proverb is: “ A CAT MAY LOOK AT A 
KING: 


& & Hr fr i S- 


(B) SIMPLICITY ITSELF 


fr Pick up the bottom coin and place it on top of the 
one in the centre. 
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U.S. consensus on foreign policy goals is collapsing 


*»ic ro f,r 

*-*ajK 

s> ' • n ‘ r -:K\ 
r/jr* f ■““"i;* 

1 h £* w&P* 

dr ‘i 

* LtfA a * ■_ -l 


ftwntJs 


*2 
Cie'-H -■* 
:;n C; L *5i 
* 

* cl . 

■*• -'tie r> c 

?• A.JW-V1**-; -V- 
old 

iwntfr.j^ 1 ..... 

«t ijf ^ 

f ijirsm .. '■ - 1 

f»arr*7j cr . •“=• 

5*. 

J/lJ .iC/; : 7- ‘ :r ’ 

-‘t 


ries 

a/iJ i ‘rf.-r/ . 

h^- :a# t.-—^ , 

%. '-.•'-•T.c 

Sj|J “••. 
lav N.- Cltr ::; 

J* if »L... *“■ 

*■ £ ‘ -‘SI 

id flfntln .- . . ’ ’ 


til Slixtt'.i 
f freer, .t:;. ; 
with We 

4 

% imiii.tii 

fk free: : 

-fie /ifc'ftt; # _ 

if .Vr.*\ 


PSS 


i,>mr 

» it iiM V: 

fAfK'r h c 
foerv- 
'j J / »r 
f-j:. 
iej&J a l. 


k-j 

i'. /V. 

7; • 


i mar 

4- 

abits 


t r. i e: 
f aft-v* •*■" 

jTf'rrr- : 
fTJ > - lV:-‘ • 
sAlic- 
Od hr 


as 


ll.hiM’l 


By Martin Walker 

THAT THE United States 
‘‘should take an active pan 
is world affairs” has been 
axiomatic among Amer- 
icans for almost 50 years. 
Whatever other issues di- 
vided them, this consensus 
has held steady. Yet now. 


is beginning to break down. 

Back in 1947, as the cold 
war was getting under way, 
68 per cent of the U.S. 

E ublic backed an active 
f.S. role, against 25 per 
cent who disagreed. Last 
year, the figures were 
almost identical with 67 per 
cent saying yes and 28 per 
cent saying no. 

These figures, from the 
National Opinion Research 
Centre, reveal a durable 
consensus. The proportion 
of those calling for an active 
role has never fallen below 
65 per cent (in 1986), nor 
risen higher than 73 per 
cent (in 1991). 

The proportion wanting 
to stay out of world affairs 
has never risen above 32 
per cent (in 1976 and 1986) 
nor dropped below 24 per 
cent (in 1991). 

The evidence that some- 
thing is starting to change is 
fairly recent. Surveys by the 
U.S. Information Agency 
and the Chicago Council on 
Foreign Relations, and by 
Newt Gingrich's favourite, 
pollster Frank Luntz, all so 
recent that the figures are 
still being processed, sug- 
gest, suddenly, a fast- 
growing mood of introspec- 
tion and fatigue with die 
tiresome world. 

“The end of the cold war 
spawned fears that the U.S. 
would return to isolation- 
ism. Evidence to support 
those fears is growing,” said 
Brent Scowcroft, national 
security adviser to Presi- 
dent George Bash and 
Gerald Ford. 

“American foreign policy 
not only has become pas- 


sive and diminished, but 
also more narrow-minded, 
short-sighted and. in- 
creasingly, go-it-alone. In a 
word, U.S. foreign policy is 
becoming increasingly ‘un- 
ilateralist’ as well as ‘isola- 
tionist’. ” 

Yet Bob Zoellick, coun- 
sellor in James Baker’s 
state department and the 
onstanding foreign policy 
brain in the Bush era, said 
the real change was in the 
policy-making elite. 

‘‘Go into the s mall print 
of all the polls and you find 
Americans still want to play 
an international role, and 
are very clear about our 
vital interests: The oil of the 
(Arab) Gulf, stability in 
Europe and East Asia and 
the Western hemisphere. 

“You find a similar con- 
sensus among the elites in 
the wider civil society out- 
side Washington, the busi- 
ness and banking circles 
and the non-governmental 
organisations involved in 
aid and hum anitari an and 
environmental work. It is 
among the political and 
policy elites that the con- 
sensus has broken. They 
are all over the map, and 
what is striking is the lack of 
a catalysing leadership — 
which means the presi- 
dent.” 

Mr. Zoellick and Mr. 
Scowcroft, fike most Re- 
publicans, suggest the Clin- 
ton administration is espe- 
cially to blame. Mr. Scow- 
croft is particularly critical 
of Bill Clinton's drift away 
from the Bosnian arms 
embargo. "Rather than 
pick and win a fight with 
congress, it would abandon 
unilaterally a policy we had 
forged with out NATO, 
allies,” he said. 

Democrats, equally in- 
evitably, tend to blame the 
Republicans, particularly 
their new congressmen, 
almost half of whom have 
been elected since 1992. 
They not only have no 


The politicians and the public are starting to put a price on 

the Pax Americana — and are taking fright at the world 
out there 


memory of the cold war; 
even the Gulf war was over 
before they came to 
Washington. 

“The imperative of 
American leadership is a 
central lesson of our 
times," the secretary of 
state, Warren Christopher, 
told them last month. 

“Imagine what the world 
would have been like with- 
out it in just the last two 
years alone. We might now 
have four nuclear states in 
the former Soviet Union 
instead of one. We might 
have no GATT (General 
Agreement on Tarrifs and 
Trade) or NAFTA (North 
American Free Trade 
Area). We might have brut- 
al dictators still terrorising 
Haiti. And we might very 
well have Iraqi troops back 
in Kuwait." 

The broken consensus is 
also plain in institutions 
such as the Coun cil o n 
Foreign Relations (CFR), 
where Henry Kissinger and 
the former Democratic de- 
fence secretary Harold 
Brown are chairing a study 

S on Europe and the 
: of NATO. 

“We are absolutely split 
on whether NATO should 
be expanded into Eastern 
Europe or not, so divided I 
cannot see any policy re- 
commendation emerging,” 
said Paula Do brian sky. a 
member of the CFR group 
and who served on Ronald 
Reagan’s national security 
council. 

But these arguments be- 
tween Americans seem be- 
side the point to foreign 
observers, who see a more 


fundamental change taking 
place in the way the U.S. 
relates to the world. 

Wolfgang Pordzik runs 
the Adenauer Institute in 
Washington, part think- 
tank ana part embassy in 
the U.S. for Germany’s 
Christian Democrats. 

“The nature of U.S. lead- 
ership has changed from the 
military and alliance form 
of the cold war, to an eco- 
nomic leadership where the 
U.S. is no longer so domi- 
nant, more first among 
equals,” he suggested. 

“This means the Amer- 
ican political class is much 
more concerned about the 
costs and benefits of in- 
volvement or intervention. 
This is partly a question of 
resources, which are con- 
strained by budget deficits, 
and partly a question of 
alarm about U.S. casual- 
ties. 

£ 

“Perhaps the Gulf war 
gave a misleading image of 
the costs of military opera- 
tions. Even president Bush 
said the Vietnam syndrome 
of nervousness about 
casualties was finally 
buried. It wasn't. This be- 
came acute in Somalia, 
when 18 U.S. rangers were 
killed in a single day, and 
the TV screens broadcast 
appalling pictures of the 
corpse of an American heli- 
copter pilot being dragged 
through Mogadishu. To be 
in America that week was 
to be aware of the whole 
country demanding to know 
what had gone wrong and 
what was the point of this.” 

Ed Luttwak, a consultant 


to the national security 
council and a genuinely ori- 
ginal, iconoclastic thinker 
at Washington's Centre for 
Strategic and International 
Studies, believes the change 
is demographic, a result of 
smaller families, where the 
loss of a son means a much 
deeper emotional shock. 

“A superpower does not 
only intervene when vital 
national interests are at 
stake, but has the luxury of 
choice to intervene and 
take casualties in the case of 
marginal interests, to in- 
dulge its preferences as well 
as its strategic needs,” he 
said. “To be deterred- by 
fear of losses is to force a 
superpower into the 
strategic profile of a petty 
principality.” 

Dr. Luttwak says the ex- 
perience of the cold war has 
for 50 years accustomed 
America to the comforting 
delusion that a great 
strategic campaign can be 
sustained and won without 
war. The cold war's two 
serious military campaigns* 
in Korea and Vietnam, 
were deeply unpopular and 
controversial, and led to the 
toppling of two Democratic 
presidencies. 

Professor James Chace of 
Bard Col lege , another 
member of CFR, pointed to 
the role of the United Na- 
tions. “What is taking place 
in America is a retreat from 
internationalism because it 
is seen as costing too much 
in money and in lives, and 
promiscuously committed 
to causes which may not be 
clearly in American in- 
terests nor under American 


command. That is why the 
U-N. is the focus of sd’ 
much resentment. 

“This retreat from inter- 
nationalism was very tightly . 
focused, resenting U.S. in- 
tervention in marginal 
causes, like Somalia or 
Haiti, or in places like Bos^- 
nia which were seen as a 
European responsibility. 
But the suspicion about in- 
ternationalism is now start- 
ing to widen ominously, to 
include economic matters 
like the attempt to rescue 
the Mexican peso," Prof. 
Chace added. 

This argument is taken 
further by Professor David 
Calleo of the School of 
Advanced International 
Studies. He fears the re- 
treat from internationalism 
could grow as the U.S. pub- 
lic comes to understand that 
the global economy in- 
creases the U.S. commit- 
ment overseas. 

“The fact is we are- ex- 
tending our international 
obligations. We are seeking 
to expand NATO into East- 
ern Europe. Put the Haiti 
operation to one side, the 
rescue of the Mexican peso., 
shows the degree to which 
we are extending our 
obligations in the Western 
hemisphere. 

“In the name of nudear 
non-proliferation, we ' are 
deepening our involvement 
in Asia. This is most visible 
in North Korea, where we 
are arranging compensation 
in energy supplies for dis- 
mantling nudear reactors.. - 
But we are also compensat- 
ing Kazakhstan for giving 


* up the nudear capability 
inherited from the Soviet 
Union. 

“And these precedents 
' have not been lost on India 
and Pakistan. We also seem 
to be taking the lead in 
• establishing a wider Pacific 
security area, based on our 
'"commitment to an Asia- 
Pacific free trade commun- 
..ity.” 

The argument that 
America’s free trade 
s ‘ • strategy involves a more ex- 
tensive security commit- 
. ment, rather as Britain's 
- * economic dominance of the 
19th century required a Pax 
’ Britannica to police it, is 
. made most bluntly by Ben 

* Schwarz of the Rand Cor- 
poration, the think-tank 
whose new focus on trade 
.issues is indicative of the 

* shifting grounds of the U.S. 

; strategic debate. 

“Underpinning U.S. 
world order strategy is the 
belief that America - must 
maintain what is in essence 
a military protectorate in 
economically critical re- 
gions to ensure its vital 
‘ trade and finandal relations, 
will not be disrupted by 
political upheaval,” Mr. 

' Schwarz suggested. 

He cites the former 
secretary of state Dean 
Rusk on Vietnam, arguing 
that “the U.S. is safe only 
to the extent its total en- 
vironment is safe.” He 
quotes the 1992 draft of the 
Pentagon's Defence Plan- 
ning Guidance, which says 
the U.S. “will retain the 

* pre-eminent responsibility 
for addressing selectively 
those wrongs which 
threaten not only our in- 
terests but those of our 

' allies and friends, or which 
. could seriously unsettle in- 
ternational relations.” 

This would not only over- 
stretch U.S. resources, he 
argues, but would also lead 
to the collapse of a U.S.- 
run world order, because 
“the worldwide economic 


system the U.S. has pro- 
tected and fostered has it- 
self largely determined the 
country’s relative economic 
decline Economic power 
has diffused from the U.S. 
to new centres of growth. 
U.S. hegemony, perforce, 
has been undermined.” 

If the U.S. public is only 
dimly beginning to perceive 
this, those subject to the 
Pax Americana believe 
there Is no drift to isolation- 
ism. Quite the rverse. A 
senior Asian diplomat, who 
insisted on anonymity, sug- 
gests there is an extraordin- 
ary divergence of view ab- 
out U.S. policies taking 
place between the Euro- 
peans and the Asians. 

“All my European col- 
leagues worry about the 
U.S. turning its back on 
them, while a lot of my 
Asian colleagues are con- 
cerned that the U.S. is 
trying to get too involved in 
Asfa, is. interfering too 
often and too bluntly. 

“You have to have been 
on the receiving end of 
what is called U.S. trade 
diplomacy to realise it is not 
very diplomatic at all. They 
may say they simply want 
open markets and free 
trade, but what they mean 
is that we are supposed to 
become more like them. 
They want to change our 
distribution and retail sys- 
tem to suit their exporters, 
and change our finance sys- 
tem to suit their banks. 

“They want us to swallow 
an Americas culture of 
CNN and Hollywood, insist 
we welcome their rude and 
intrusive media, while they 
lecture us on human rights. 
The cultural arrogance of a 
country with such problems 
of race and crime is breath- 
taking to people on our side 
of the Pacific. Frankly, 
there are times when rather 
more American isolation 
would be most welcome.” 


The Guardian 


Letter from Manama 

‘Only an accountable 
government can tackle 
social problems’ 






IN THE circumstances, “I 
survived Bahrain 1994’ is 
either a bold or a foolish 
slogan with which to adorn 
a T-shirt. Yet there the item 
hangs in an open-fronted 
shop near Bab Al Bahrain. 

There in the heart of 
Manama, the capital of this 
little island state, stepped- 
up police patrols are sup- 
plemented by desultory 
groups of riot police bun- 
ched around the mosque at 
the junction of Street 121 
and Bab Al Bahrain. Sip- 
ping tea. sitting in cars and 
trucks, they are fed up 
rather than ferocious. Their 
equipment looks to be from 
sale — a few riot shields 
with matching helmets and 
clubs (condition fair), a 
clutch of carbines (vintage), 
a CS gas gun (used), and an 
aged sub-machine gun 
(handle with care). 

But Manama is quiet. 
There was one day of unrest 
when the Bab Al Bahrain 
police post was attacked, 
causing great embarrass- 
ment to the authorities but 
little other damage. Indeed, 
it is by listening rather than 
looking that the visitor 
apprehends the situation. A 
friend apologised profusely: 
Do I understand his posi- 
tion and why we cannot 
meet and why 1 should talk 
only to the ministry about 
“the events”? 

In the same breath as 
forecasting lower tempera- 
tures for Wednesday, a cab 
driver forecasts riots on 
Thursday. The chat at pre- 
lunch drinks among Euro- 
pean expatriates centres on 
a firebomb attack on a com- 
pound generator the pre- 
vious night, neither the first 
oor the last. The nervous 
have been phoning their 
embassies for advice. 

In a village, a shopkeer 
k>cks up and leads me down 
a ade road after a minimum 
ofpotite conversation. 1 am 
™ndled into a comfortable 
house where two men rc- 
tthuit the killing of a close 
family member by the 
sj^nrity forces, the fatal 
snooting of a local youth, 
house raids, helicopters 
ouzting the village, deten- 
jjon without charge. My 
hosts are educated anti 
jnwdle-class. They have not 
fgned the petition but now 
^nt a return to consti- 
JJjJj® 03 ! rale and, like other 
^J^onal and manage- 
^<*1 Bahrainis, they sym- 
Klr? 1 the unem- 
rioters. 


Leading signatories of 
the 20,000 strong petition 
for a return to constitu- 
tioned rule after 20 years 
are at home in the coffee 
lounges of international 
hotels where they nod easi- 
ly to acquaintances. They 
are professional men in 
their middle years, moder- 
ates abhorring violence. 
They have no direct control 
over the rioters but believe 
only accountable govern- 
ment can tackle social prob- 
lems. 

The link between the in- 
tellectuals of this genera- 
tion and the unemployed in 
the villages is a batch of 
Shi’ite preachers, men like 
Ali Salman and his three 
colleagues, all deported in 
January. They have talked 1 
of a constitution suspended 
before many of the young 
unemployed were born and 
made links between econo- 
mic and political condi- 
tions. 

For this role the govern- 
ment damns them as Ira- 
nian stooges, A leading loc- 
al businessman with no 
political involvements 
shakes his bead at the ploy, 
remarking that, even if it 
were true — as it palpably is 
not — it would be irrelevant 
as unrest can only occur 
where discontent already 
exists. 

The local press abounds 
with ill-judged editorialis- 
ing. Akhbar AJ Khalij de- 
nounces the BBC and AFP 
and then progresses to an 
accusation that the Western 
media is engaged in an 
organised campaign against 
the Gulf states. The 
English-language Gulf Dai- 
ly News damned the BBC 
for being in the pocket of 
Iran after it interviewed a 
self-style human rights 
activist. The British embas- 
sy has been fielding govern- 
ment complaints about 
BBC coverage of events. 

Paid as little as 40-60 
dinars per month, the Asian 
migrant workers who com- 
prise over half the work- 
force stand aside from the 
protests. Living cheek-by- 
jowl, their relationship with 
native Bahrainis is good 
and they have not been 
attacked during the unrest. 
But when unemployment is 
the trigger for unrest and 
government is willing to 
play the chauvinist card, 
there must be a danger of 
scapegoating. 


Middle East International. 



U.S. military personnel arrive in Mogadishu as part of an advance planning team for the U.N. withdrawal from Somalia (AFP photo » 

Somalia: To some Americans, a metaphor for failure 


By Donald M. Rothberg 

The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON — Every- 
thing the U.S. Congress 
thinks is wrong with U.N. 
peacekeeping is contained 
in the memory of a single 
deadly clash in the streets of 
Mogadishu. 

The memory is faulty but 
its impact on U.$. relations 
with the United Nations en- 
dures. 

“Do you remember the 
Somalia debacle where we 
lost some 44 young Amer- 
icans?” Rep. Toby Roth, a 
Wisconsin Democrat, asked 
the House during debate on 
legislation to cut back U.S. 
support for peacekeeping. 

“When the bodies were 
dragged through the streets 
of Mogadishu?” he con- 
tinued, recalling the most 
honifying image from an 
October 1993 clash that left 


18 Americans dead. 

In the eyes of a majority 
in Congress, Somalia was a 
U.N. operation gone 
wrong. The result, nearly a 
year and a half later, is 
Republican-sponsored 
legilsation that would re- 
duce U.S. support for U.N. 
peacekeeping and restrict 
the president’s authority to 
place American troops 
under foreign commanders. 

“It's a very unfortunate 
situation that Somalia has 
been translated in our pub- 
lic mind as a kind of 
metaphor for failure,” said 
Chester Crocker, who 
served as assistant secretary 
of state for African affairs 
under president Reagan. 
"It’s a grossly inaccurate 
picture of the operation.” 

Mr. Crocker said that 
perception “became a fore- 
ign policy failure for Bill 


Clinton. But the operation 
saved maybe half a million 
lives.” 

Ironically, the House de- 
bate took place as an inter- 
national force including 
more than 7,000 Americans 
was gathering off the coast 
of Somalia to help evaucate 
the last 2,400 U.N. 
peacekeepers, troops from 
Pakistan and Bangladesh. 

No more than a week is 
the Pentagon prediction of 
how long tiie latest Somalia 
operation should take. 

But on the horizon in a 
troubled world are plenty of 
candidates for fur.::- mis- 
sions. 

The government of 
Croatia is demanding the 
withdrawal of U.N. 
peacekeepers from its terri- 
tory, making that former 
Yugoslav republic another 
potential locale for a U.S.- 


led evacuation force. 

A handful of U.S. troops 
— no more than 10 are 
contemplated — will be 
part of an inter-American 
force monitoring tbe cease- 
fire that halted a three- 
week border war between 
Ecuador and Peru. 

President Clinton has 
said he would consider U.S. 
participation in peacekeep- 
ing forces to help imple- 
ment peace agreement in 
Bosnia and between Israel 
and Syria. 

He said be would act only 
with the agreement of Con- 
gress. With the bitter mem- 
ory of Somalia, that might 
not be easy to obtain. 

How much of a disaster 
was Somalia? 

“It’s important to recog- 
nise the positive aspects of 
our mission there,” Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 


opher said Monday. He 
added that in many areas of 
Somalia, conditions are 
much better than they were 
earlier. 

At a Pentagon briefing 
last month, Edward Warner 
m, the aassistant secretary 
of defence repsonsible for 
peacekeeping operations, 
said many members of Con- 
gress “thought that the 
Americans who so tragical- 
ly died m October 1993 
were under U.N. oper- 
ational control, which was 
not the case.” 

They were army special 
forces who were never 
under foreign command. 

More valid, said Mr. 
Crocker, is the criticism of 
the administration and the 
United Nations for chang- 
ing the Somalia operation 
from a humanitarian mis- 
sion to a effort to 


apprehend clan leader 
Mohammad Farrah 
Aideed. 

“We had a wholly diffe- 
rent mandate that was far 
beyond tbe reach of either 
the U.S. or the U.N,,” he 
said. 

At the time, there was a 
widespread feeling that if 
Somalia were ever to have a 
viable government the pow- 
er of the warring clans had 
to be ended. 

That led to a far broader 
mandate that Mr. Crocker 
said was a misjudgement in 
(hat “it made one of the 
major players in Somalia 
poutics our enemy.” 

Looking to the future, 
Mr Crocker said “there’s a 
lot of test cases (of 
peacekeeping) coming up,” 
citing Angola and the bor- 
der between Israel and 
Syria among them. 
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World Bank backs social 
safety net for world’s poor 


GENEVA (R) — The World 
Bank called Tuesday for eco- 
nomic reform programmes to 
receive greater investment in 
healthcare and education to 
provide a social cushion for 
the world's poorest. 

In a report prepared for a 
U.N. social summit in 
Cophenhagen next week, the 
World Bank also vowed to 
boost lending for social ser- 
vices in developing countries 
over the next three years. 

“Manay countries are 
embarked on the arduous 
task of economic reform to 
reap the benefits, they must 
persevere in these efforts, 
making sure thate appropri- 
ate safety nets are provided 
for the poor, 1 ' said the report 
“advancing social develop- 
ment.” 

“Equally essential are in- 
vestments in people... it is 
not one or the other, it is 
both.” the report added. 

One billion people live in 
poverty, while two billion 
lack electricity and one bil- 
lion lack access to clean wa- 
ter, according to World Bank 
figures. Hardest-hit are the 
40 countries of sub-Saharan 
Africa. 

Bank officials endorsed a 
draft declaration, to be de- 
bated by 130 heads of state at 
he summit, which calls on 
governments to set national 


target dates and pursue 
strategies to eradicate ex- 
treme poverty. It also urges 
the World Bank and Interna- 
tinal Monetary Fund to give 
higher priority to such lend- 
ing. 

Officials, launching the re- 
port in Geneva, said the 
World Bank was now “the 
largest financier of invest- 
ments in peopL.” 

But they conceded that so- 
cial services had often been 
given short shift in the bank’s 
structural adjustment loans 
during the 1980s. These huge 
projects favoured invest- 
ments in transport, sanitation 
and telecommunications. 

World Bank loans for 
health, education, nutrition 
and imily planning, which 
accounted for 53.1 billion or 
IS per cent of its total lending 
last year, have tripled sLice 
the 1980s. 

“We have realised, maybe 
a little belatedly, that invest- 
ment in people — the social 
sector — was neglected in the 
bank,” spokesman Klas 
Bergman told a news confer- 
ence in Geneva. 

“We relied too heavily in 
the previous years on big 
projects in infrastructure. We 
now see that doesn't solve the 
problems. You need a two- 
track strategy — investing in 
people and making sure the 


economic reforms happen,” 
she added. 

Lending for social services 
should rise steadily over the 
next three years, totalling $15 
billion for 1995 to 1997. 

A second report, "Invest- 
ing in People,” said educa- 
tion is a major instrument to 
promote economic growth 
and reduce poverty. 

It contains 17 studies on 
World Bank social projects 
across the globe, from boost- 
ing girls’ enrolment in prim- 
ary schools in Pakistan to an 
AIDS (Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome) pre- 
vention programme in Brazil. 

Officials hoped negotia- 
tions begun by donor nations 
this month in Paris would 
result in replenishing by year- 
end its soft-loan affiliate, the 
International Development 
Association (IDA). 

IDA-10, which has been 
providing $18 billion in non- 
interset credits over a three- 
year period to more than 50 
states, is due to end in June 
1996. No specific target has 
been set for IDA-11. 

Many former republics of 
Soviet Union are now eligible 
for IDA credits as they have 
annual per capita incomes of 
less than $1 ,350, according to 
the World Bank officials. 


ILO calls for better market access for developing states 


GENEVA, Switzerland 
(AFP) — Trade liberalisation 
means the benefits of in- 
creased market access should 
extend to developing coun- 
tries^ including the world's 
poorest, the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) 
said in its “World Employ- 
ment 1995" report. 

Hence “a fundamental ob- 
jectiver of economic policy in 
developing countries should 


portant to raise productivity 
of capital and to ensure that it 
is efficiently allocated across 
sectors. 

Reform of capital markets 


in developing countries 
like 


be to capture as much as 
of the 


possible of the potential gains 
from expanding trade and in- 
vestment flows.” 

It comments that to profit 
from opportunities resulting 
from the Uruguay Round of 
multilateral trade negotia- 
tions, developing countris 
must adopt a balanced “two- 
pronged” strategy aimed at 
generating more modern- 
sector jobs while upgrading 
skills and living standards of 
the vast majority of the 
labour force. 

In view of the extent of 
poverty and underemploy- 
ment in developing countries, 
“it is important that develop- 
ment policies should not be 
biased against them and that 
measure to reduce unemploy- 
ment and poverty be given 
priority in government prog- 
rammes.” 

The report notes that it is 
not enough just to raise in- 
vestment in or aid to poorer 
countries. “It is equally im- 


would be likely to raise pro- 
ductivity rates and employ- 
ment growth, and foreign 
direct investment can be a 
powerful spur to indus- 
trialisation and job creation. 

But speaking of investment 
promotion and related re- 
forms, including of the labour 
market, the ILO warns that 
“precipitate and ill-designed 
programmes are unlikely to 
be successful and will inflict 
unnecessarily high social 
costs in the process,” 
weakening political support 
for the reform process. 

It says that liberalisation of 
foreign trade, capital. markets 
and of labour markets where 
necessary, is a key part of 
increasing investment, pro- 
ductivity and employment in 
developing countries. 


Africa missed out on fruits 
of trade liberalisation 


ILO pointed out that sub- 
Saharan Africa has failed to 
cash in on global trade liber- 
alisation because of its risky 
investment climate and the 
negative side-effects of inter- 
national aid. 

While trade liberalisation 
resulting from the Uruguay 


Round of the GATT talks 
offers considerable scope for 
economic growth and reduc- 
ing unemployment in de- 
veloping countries, sub- 
Saharan Africa has missed 
out, the organisation said. 

It described the investment 
picture for Africa as Weak- 
Direct private investment in 
developing countries has 
grown to $200 billion per year 
over the past decade, but less 
than Oue per cent of it ends 
up in Africa. 

Whereas until the late 
1980s this could be attributed 
to domestic policies seen as 
hostile to foreign capital, 
such an argument no longer 
holds, the report found. 

In recent years African 
governments have liberalised 
trade and exchange rates, de- 
regulated markets and priva- 
tised state-owned companies. 

But investment remains 
scarce because policy changes 
are not fully credible, with 
governments agreeing to re- 
forms in exchange for aid 
rather than acting spon- 
taneously. 

In addition, Africa has 
failed to diversify its exports' 
away from agriculture, which 
is vulnerable to dimate and 
fluctuations on international 
commodities markets, while 
the legion's civic mfrastruc-. 
ture, including the legal and" 
accounting systems, is weak. 

Meanwhile, aid now 


Japan’s foreign 
exchange reserves 
break world record 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
foreign exchange reserves 
swelled to a world record of 
$125.9 billion at the end of 
February, surpassing the pre- 
vious record set by Germany 
in 1992. the finance ministry 
said Wednesday. 

The ministry said the latest 
figure, which includes foreign 
currencies, gold and Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund Spedal 
Drawing Rights, represented 
an increase of $2.08 billion 
from the figure at the e> d of 
January. 

Germany previously held 
the. world record when its 
foreign exchange reserves bit 
$125.2 billion in September 
1992. 

The latest increasee 
marked the 12th month in a 
row that Japanese reserves 
had expanded from the pre- 
vious month. 

While the finance ministry 
does not comment on the 
factors influencing changes in 
foreign exchange reserves, 
the steady increase has coin- 
cided with frequent buying of 
dollars by the Bank of Japan 
to slow the rise of the yen. 

Japanese businessmen ex- 
pressed renewed concern 
Wednesday after the yen 
soared to a new high on the 
local market, warning that a 
stronger currency would de- 


lay the already fragile econo- 
mic recovery. 

“The yen's advance is 
beyond our limit,” Japan 
Automobile Manufacturers 
Association Vice Chairman 
Takao Nagatomi said in a 
statement after the dollar 
plunged to 96.30 yen, its 
lowest level ever in the 
Tokyo market. 


“The sharp appreciation 
will erase signs of recovery in 
the Japanese economy,” Mr. 
Nagatomi said. “We want the 
government to take appropri- 
ate steps, including interna- 
tional cooperation to modify 
the rate as soon as possible.” 
HisashI Kaneko, president 
of NEC Coip., said the yen’s 
strength did not reflect eco- 
nomic fundamentals. 


“We are concerned that 
the negative impact of the 
foreign exchange rates will 
dampen corporate senti- 
ment," Mr. Kaneko said. 

The Bank of Japan inter- 
vened to support the dollar 
Wednesday and the currency 
was being quoted at around 


96.51 ^yen in late trading 


down from 96.93 yen Tues- 
day. The dollar’s all-time low 
against the yen was recorded 
in the New York market on 
Nov. 2 last year when it sank 
vo 96.11 yen. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MARCH 4, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Follow the 


i you wish to operate under in the days 
ave more success ana happiness in any endeavour. 


and 
and yon wQ] 


5: (April 20 to May 20) Morning is fine for improving the 
at home. Laver, put your finest talents to work. Think 


TAURUS 

situation at home. Later, put your 
constructively on any project you're involved in and others wfll catch 
your enthusiasm. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You need to employ more effort now 
to gain your most cherished goals. Show increased devotion to 
family members this evening and 'they will appreciate it. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Know your true position in 
financial affairs with associate and take steps to improve it. Be 
logical in your dunking on any matter. 

LEO: (July 22 lo August 21) Morning is best for going alter personal 
aims. Show mote consideration for closest ties and ease the tension 
at home which could develop. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Figure out what yon desire in 
the future and then do your best this morning to attain these aims. 
Use right methods to solve a problem which has developed. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You're able to be of 
assistance to one you are fond of. Steer clear of a group meeting 
later today which could have problems connected with it that yon 
don't care to be involved in. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You are able to gain 
favour from higher-ups now and are able to advance in your career. 
Don't overlook an important business matter which is coming up 
later and will require your full attention. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) A new contact can 


be helpful to you in gaining the support of an influential person this 
. Come to a better understanding with your mate and try to find 


AM. 


andmg 

out what they are really concerned about. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Mske sure business 
matters are handled well this morning before you engage in any 
social activity. Look for quiet pleasures while at home with your 
mate. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) This is a good morning to 
talk over your ideas with associates and gain their cooperation. 
Positive thinking could help you gain your aims and desires. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Work is a pleasure in the 
morning. Later you will have time to spend with associates in 
constructive pursuits. Be more optimistic. 


Births tone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MARCH 5, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righler Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You will feel like you 
establish a new system this morning so your regular tasks ai 


want to 

system this morning so your regular tasks are easier 
to perform. Be more optimistic about the future in any situation that 
comes about. . 


TAURUS: (April 20 lo May 20) State your aims to a good friend and 


gain their siqmort in a new activity you have in mind. Express your 
happiness with congenial companions and make sure that they know. 


where you stand. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Go to an influential person for the 
help you need to carry through with your plans in the AM. See that 
your personal life is organised and that no one is left to wonder what 
you’re doing. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Put in motion a project 
that was impossible to do in the past. Get started early today and 
make sure that everyone connected is contacted. Take treatments to 
improve your appearance this PM. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Concentrate on how to improve your 
environment this morning. Discuss practical matters with friends and 
get their advice on how to proceed ahead. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Make sure you improve home 
conditons this morning. Not a good day to ask an influential person 
for a favour. Engage in a favourite hobby for peace of mind. 


LIBRA: (September. 23 so October 22) Study your surroundings and 
make plans for improvement. Make new contacts that you be helpful 
in your current enterprise. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Ideal day to enjoy yourself 
with recreation in the company of congenial friends and associates. 
A talent you have can be expressed at this time and will be 
wed-received by all concerned. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) It may be difficult 
to gain your aims in the morning, but things will imprbve later in the 
day. Spend your money wisely and you can have some left in 
reserve. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Take time to consult 
influential persons who can help you in your career. Be more willing 
to cooperate with others in any situation and make sure you get to 
bed early this evening. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Study your monetary 
affairs well and know bow best to improve them this morning. 
Contact a financial expert and get excellent advice. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) A good day to further personal 
relationships and make big headway. Discuss personal plans with 
trusted friends and you wul get much accomplished. 


Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


THE BETTER HALF* 


By Glasbergen 

rs — 



“Mashed potato balls are better than 
snowballs because you can throw 
them anytime of the year!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

I * by Hmnri Arnold end U*fc» Aryirior 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one Idler lo each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


And. if elected. 
1 


PUURS 


1 — 1 

r 


H 1 

n 

n 

LI 

L 

J 

L 

a — ad 

L 


Maybe he 
means it 


Cl W Tniu« Utda Servos. IK. 


DIGUE 



rc 

□ 
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MACP 

T 





LONPEL 


XT 

_ 

' V 


THE VOTERS 
REGARPEP THE 
YOUNG GANPI0WE 
AS 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested Dy me a uove cartoon. 

I 




vwuwWs 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbtw, CYCLE SILKY DELUXE SYSTEM 

Answer; What the soprohc considered her perfect 
pitch - HER -KEY' TO SUCCESS 


Peanuts 


U/MY DO WE HAVE TO 60 
ON A FIELD TRIP 7 



JUST WHAT I NEED.; 
A CHANCE TO STUDY 
RAIN UP CLOSE.. 








Andy Capp 



H- H | 


IT'S 

AU/VSqyS LUCK, RATE 
OR CIRCUMSTANCES, 
WITH M3U- HAVE 
YOU EVER THOUGHT" 
5F LAYIN& TWE 
BLAMEABTT 
NEARER HOME? 




Y65/ 1 HAVE/ 

- I'M NOTAN - 
UNPER ACHIEVER 

. -rrsvou - 
WHO'S AN CVK-1 
P*PBCT0ft/J 



Mutton 9 Jeff 



i wouldn't Yfs’ffl 

BELIEVE IT mill 
IF I DIDN’T 
SEE IT/ 



accounts for 9.3 per cent of 
the region’s gross doemstic 
product and the proportion is 
growing. “The only interna- 
tional economic dimension in 
which Africa has become 
non-marginal is aid.” 

In an unintended negative 
side-effect, aid raises the ex- 
change rate and government 
spending to the detriment of 


exports. 

“A transfer ostensibly in- 
tended to help the entire 
society has the effect of 
plunging an important com- 
ponent of it into poverty, the 
report said. 

It called for foreign aid to 
“be redesigned so as to assist 
rather than implicitly tax the 
export sector." 


.;n« sS i 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MARCH 2, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You have creative i deas t hat need 
proper ar ranging before putting them in operation. Personal goals 
can be easily attained today as the planets are with you. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Make necessary changes in the 
home this morning f hat win give you added comfort. Be sure your 
business affairs are running smoothly to avoid any complications. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You can benefit greatly by concerted 
action in your fine rtf endeavour at this time. Avoid unnecessary 
expenditure of money in the future. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) You know how best to add 
fto present abundance so stop wasting valuable time and get 
everything arranged this morning. Express happiness with a loved 
one and you wiD find that he or she is pleased. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This morning is a good time to go after 
that goal, since you don’t want to wait. Listen to complaints of 
family members instead of airing your own views at the next 
foeetmg- 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Contact allies who can give 
you the support you need in the AM. The important project yon 
have in mind needs to move forwards now. Show that you are 
sincere in your appreciation. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Know what your personal 
aims are arm go after them in a positive manner this morning. 
Sidestep one who is trying to make trouble for you in the eyes of 
others. 

^SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Be sure not to invest more 
money than you can afford today or you will regret it later. Show 
others that you have wisdom beyond your years. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Your intuitive 
faculties are working well at this time so make good use of them 
today. You can handle business matters wisely now and this evening 
4s good for romantic ?en terrain ment. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Use better and more 
modem methods in your business deahpgs today and get better 
results. Don’t neglect important bills which need to be paid now. 
Others are tired of waiting. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Make as many allies as is 
wise at this time. Much care in motion should be exercised tins 
afternoon and evening to avoid a possible accident. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Make any changes necessary 
this AM to improve the quality of your work and then reap the 
benefits. Show that you can get any project. 


Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MARCH 3, 1995 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You are able to find new interests 
which give you added abundance this morning. Be sure to maintain a 
cheerful manner for all those around you . 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Carry through with ideas that will 
bringyou more harmony and more ideal conditions in your home 
tins PM- Your ability to organise is in effect now and should produce 
bountiful results. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22- to July 21) Money should be 
uppermost in your mind today. Use practical sense in all your 
business dea ling s and yon will have great success in them. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get busy doing what you want most to 
I* do and make real headway towards personal and business success 
1 this morning. Use care in motion, especially on the highway. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Make long range {dans that 
win give added security in the days ahead. Show your closest tie that 
you're truly devoted loyour chosen male and spend as much time as 
you can with them this evening. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Good day to be with 
fas c i n a tin g friends for the recreation you mutually find pleasurable. 



Take steps to improve your health for the time ahead. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Make constructive plans 
that could give you greater success in business. Do nothing that 
could barm your good name today in any form, especially to a big 
wig who could help you advance. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Take advantage of 
an op portunity today to advance in your career and become more 
prosperous. Be active and cheerful in any activity in which you are 
asked to participate. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Use your ingenuity to 
expand in business affairs and get good results now. Strive for more 
harmony with family members this evening and you’ll find that youH 
be much happier. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) A good time to 
concrete plans this morning that could bring added income in the 
putnre. Take no chance with your reputation in the eyes of others. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Study your environment and 


make plans to improve it today. Come to' a better accord with 
associates. Show that you have poise and confidence this evening. 


Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 
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THE Daily Crossword 


by Janet R. {tender 


ACROSS 
J Uses frugally 
(Win "our) 

S AQuauc 
camnoie 
TO SrawSgntfy 
1* Russian Over 

15 Treaty or p*je 
preceder 

16 Ezcessne 
praise 

17 Mrs. Cary Grant, 
ones 

19 lADc 

20 Baftvnore'i 
npHen 

ft CoOeOng laety 
23 Boop or Fora 

36 Pielu tor angle 
Of com 

37 Sovereign 

28 Fence of Moses 
» — NaNa 

30 Proclaimed 
nosJy 

31 Wrap lor 
leftovers 

3* Per™ 

35 — de plume 
3S Poet's wonl 
37 Tall. 

*0 lw*h, perhaps 
<3 B*6 cbI lantfng 
sue 

<6 Has * Qy 

*7 Soprano Ouch 
4fl Sopfta of 
movies 
49 Grain 
SaShooiasaend 
51 Mood 

53 Arafars org 

54 Prepare tor 

CubScauon 

55 Puetta 
ewutruanr. 
often 

60 Taanwan 

61 UetMnaipianl 

63 Anaoconame 
S3 PGA pegs 

64 Caucasus native 

65 Pitcher Nolan 
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Puzria solved; 


< Pitvaa iacm 
S BKOuune 
fix 

7 ChmaurpuZ2M 
B PoUuton 
indicator 
9 Director Clair 
10 01 Ihe gfcul 
it 

13 Get even 
13 Came together 
18 Coral rent 
22 in canem 

33 Ida 

34 SrurFr 

35 Racetrack Bgura 
26 KAcnnsre 

38 Proboscis 
30 Endured 
32 Away tram the 



DOWN 

iTwmMt* 

2 Opener 

3 A Reran 


33 Grand Sew 

37 si Jonn or 
tnsJand 

38 2 enHh 

39 Huh? 

40 Invents 


4i Plant pans 
4£ Ponerot musk: 
43 Herbof ffw 
Tijuana Brass 
*4 Aide for 
tmvefeng 
muHcWte 
45 Come In 


49 Mgnsten 
50— mode ' 

52 In mat cbm*. 

53 Map 

56 Vane*. 

5? Shed a tear 
58 Greek Her 
SP " — end Sttrnpy' 
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‘Barings 
does not 
hold equity 
inAPC’ 

-trti Arab Potash Company 
(AFC) has dismissed market 
rumours that the collapsed 
Barings bank held a stake in 
the company's capital. A PC 
explained that Barings acted 
only as a broker to three 
foreign companies in buying 
APCfshares. AFC named the 
companies and their holdings 
*as follows: Globa] Privatisa- 
tion Fund (206333 shares/ 
dinars), International Priva- 
tisation Fond (14,900 shares/ 
cfinais) and Worldwide Priva- 
tisation Fnnd (11,100 shares/ 
dinars) (A1 Aswaq). 
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☆☆ Merchants estimate the 
minimum cost to dress a child 
for die feast at JD 20 and, as 
such, the head of a family 
with for example, four chil- 
dren would need JD 80 to 
buy new clothes. The mer- 
chants say that due to limited 
income and large size fami- 
lies* parents can only provide 
the bare minimum of the 
requirements for the feast. 

Merchants also say reces- 
sion is unprecedented and it 
affects especially the clothing 
sector. They point to the 
return of many expatriates 
after the Gulf war and the 
lack of purchasing power 
those expatriates have now as 
compared to the past when 
their arrivals before the feast 
would create a commercial 
boom. Moreover, the mer- 
chants say, the flow of remitt- 
ances is no longer as large as 
in the “good old days,” 
t thereby adding to the weak 
' activity. Despite the' coqT 
weather, traders are display- 
ing summer clothes because 
many people are not capable 
to buy clothes for the Adha 
feast which comes in early 
summer and are bound to 
buy summer dotfaes to serve 
both feasts. 

One of the traders’ com- 
plaints was against the "suit- 
case merchants," who, they 
charged, bring cheap dothes 
from neighbouring countries 
and sell them at lower prices 
and. even, on installments 
(A1 Aswaq). 

NutriDar company has 
finalised its registration proc- 
edures and the general 
assembly elected Dr. Sami 
Farah A1 Halabi as chairman 
of the board of directors. 
Mohammad Sadeq A1 Fityani 
was elected vice-chairman. 
Nabih Hassan A1 Nabulsi, 
Abdul Rahman Jardaneh, 
Azmi Mohammad Lattouf, 
Mohammad Murtada Yaish, 
Mohammad Tahsin Salim AJ 
Sabbagh, Walid Edgar Finan 
and Mohammad Rashiq 
Saleh were elected members. 
According to Mr. Fityani, the 
company's designs are ready 
and the tender to build tbe 
project’s structure is ex- 
pected to be announced in 
August. The building may be 
completed in 18 months and 
after the installation of 
machinery and equipment 
production is likely to start ar 
the beginning of *1997. 

Mr. Fityani also said that a 
technical agreement has been 
initialled with a German 
firm. 

Land and buildings are ex- 
pected to cost JD 1.13 million 
While equipment and other 
t&achinery are projected at 
JD 1,62 million. 

The feasibility study envis- 
ages initial production at 500 
tonnes a year that would in- 
crease to 4.000 tonnes after 
five years. Exports, starting 
from the second year of op- 
erations, are projected at 75 
pw cent of the output. Local 
sales are seen at JD 1.53 
tonlion m the first year, rising 
!? 1 P 12.24 million in the 

^ ear - As such ’ JD 
WOO profit could be 

25*1 in 1997 and JD 2.2 
in the year 2002. The 
stUt Jy showed that NutriDar 
Oo °f* recover its JD 4 million 
within four years. Dar 
l Dawa Development and 
^vestment Company, Dar 

r awa for Veterinary and 
tVSncuJtural Industries, tbe 
'jwoan Investments and Fi- 

Bank, the Arab Finan- 
r**frwesonent and Nizar 
°wn 51.S per cent, 
t\_ million, of Nutri- 
^tal (Ai Aswaq). 


Rogue trader vanishes 
despite Asia-wide search 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
An Asia-wide search for Bar- 
ings trade Nick Leeson has 
found little more than 
rumours and officials con- 
ceded Wednesday the man 
who broke Britain’s oldest 
merchant bank has vanished 
"into thin air.” 

A Malaysian police source 
said they believe Mr. Leeson 
slipped out of Malaysia after 
checking out of the Regent 
Kuala Lumpur Hotel Friday. 

“He’s disappeared sinto 
thin air,” the police source 
told Reuters in Malaysia's 
capital of Kuaia Lumpur. 

“Leeson is probably out of 
Malaysia by now but we are 
still looking for him as re- 
quested by Singapore 
police," the sources said. 

Singapore's commercial 
affairs division wants to ques- 
tion the Barings futures 
general manager for Singa- 
pore, with a view to deter- 
mine whether he should be 
charged with fraud and sabot- 
age, the Singapore Straits 
Times said Wednesay. 

Mr. Leeson is the missing 
link in the loss of an esti- 
mated SI billioa for the mer- 
chant banking giant in risky 
derivatives trading on 
Japanese stock markets. 

He was last, seen checking 
out of the the Kuala Lumpur 
Regent Friday afteT arriving 
the night before. Mr. Leeson 
arrived in Malaysia at least 24 
hours before the magnitude 
of the losses became widely 
publicised. 

South East Asian police 
forces were checking a 
myriad of Mr. Leeson sight- 
ings in various hotels and 


watering holes between 
Kuala Lumpur and Bangkok 
as the search entered its 
fourth day. 

New details about the life 
of the 28-yer-old futures trad- 
er, described by some of his 
colleagues as a quiet, likeable 
fellow who enjoyed playing 
soccer, and by others as an 
arrogant bon vivant who en- 
joyed life in the fast lane. 

The Singapore Business 
Times reported Wednesday 
that he was fined for indecent 
exposure last year. 

Mr. Leeson “dropped his 
pants in front of a group of 
women” at a Singapore dis- 
cotheque about five months 
ago, the newspaper said. 

"When they asked him to 
apologise, he dared the 
women to report the matter 
to the police and handed 
them his handphone," the 
newspaper said. “The women 
promptly phoned the police 
and Leeson subsequently 
found himself before a magis- 
trate and was fined S$200 
($140) for indecent expo- 
sure." 

Tbe British Broadcasting 
Corporation reported that 
Mr. Leeson, on holiday 
week before he disappeared, 
boasted to his golfing part- 
ners that he had already 
made enough money at Bar- 
ins to retire in a year. 

Police, and his colleagues 
in the high-flying financial 
world, speculated that Mr. 
Leeson may have tried to 
cross the country’s northern 
border into Thailand. It was 
not clear whether Mr. 
Leeson’s wife, 23-year-old 
Lisa sims, was with him. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Wednesday. 
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The thick tropical border 
jungle is laced with smug- 
gler’s routes and old com- 
munist rebel tunnels. 

Of the many unconfirmed 
reportse on Mr. Leeson’s 
whereabouts, one said he had 
surfaced on Thailand’s resort 
island of Phuket. 

Another said he was de- 
tained in Thailand early on 
Wednesday morning but thai 
police said they have no re- 
cord of him, Malaysian offi- 
cials said. 

Indonesia’s armed forces 
commander General Feisal 
Tanjung said tbe country is 
ready to help track Mr. 
Leeson if he enters tbe 

archipelago. 

“Indonesia is ready to help 
find this person on the run if 
he enters Indonesia but at 
this stage we have no news,” 
Tanjung told reporters be- 
fore a cabinet meeting in 
Jakarta. 


Barings collapse unlikely to spur 
repatriation of Arab Gulf funds 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
collapse of the British bank 
Barings is unlikely to trigger 
a repatriation of Arab Gulf 
overseas investments or re- 
verse a steady capital flight 
prompted by political and 
economic restrictions, bank- 
ers said Wednesday. 

Although Gulf investors 
have suffered from losses in 
previous market upheavals, 
they remain reluctant to 
bring back their money 
saying the local market is 
relatively small, investment 
opportunities are limtied and 
economic and political 
guarantees are not enough. 

“Even if some Arab inves- 
tors think of moving part of 
their investment to a safer 
place, I do not expect it to be 
here," a Gulf bank manager 
said. “Previous experiences 
have shown they still prefer 
foreign markets as they make 
more profits and political sta- 


bility make them feel safe.” 

Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states, the biggest oil 
producers in the world, 
account for a large part of 
total overseas Arab assets, 
estimated independently at 
between $600 billion and 
$800 billion. 

Official figures showed 
inter-Arab investment stood 
at only $12.2 billion at the 
eud of 1993 despite recurrent 
calls for bringing back capital 
from abroad to finance de- 
velopment in the region. 

According to the bankers, 
Arab assets abroad include 
between $200 billion and 
$300 billion jn stocks and 
equities, $260 billion in bank 
deposits and the rest in real 
estate and other sectors. 

Official figures showed 
GCC states — Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain. Oman, Qatar, 
Kuwait, and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) — own 
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nearly $400 billion in invest- 
ment in the United States 
alone. ' 

According to the UAE 
Sharjah chamber of com- 
merce and industry, Arabs 
lost nearly $12 billion in those 
investments in 1994 due to a 
decline in stocks and the U.S. 
dollar. The biggest Arab loss 
is believed to have occurred 
during the world stock mar- 
ket crash in 1987, when GCC 
investors were said to have 
suffered from a decline of 
more than $25 billion in their 
assets. 

“A loss of one billion dol- 
lars by Barings bank does not 
mean you can no longer 
make profits,” a UAE bank- 
er said. "The loss was caused 
mainly by one person and it 
was due to highly speculative 
trading. Loss could occur 
anywhere no matter where 
the investment is placed.” 

Bankers said most of the 
Arab funds abroad were in- 
vested in relatively secure 
sectors such as banks, real 
estate, treasury bills and gov- 
ernment bonds. 

They are also kept away 
from speculation as regional 
governments and individuals 
opt for fixed income in the 
long run. 

Economists said shares in 
the Gulf were now yielding 
more than in external mar- 
kets but they noted regional 
exchanges were relatively 
small as governments have a 
high ownership and dealing is 
restricted to nationals. 


Official Arab figures 
showed key regional institu- 
tions have a tendency to di- 
versify their investments 
abroad to offset any loss in 
one sector. 

One of those institutions is 
the Abu Dhabi-based Arab 
Monetary Fund, which has 
reported steady profits from 
its overseas investment over 
the past decade. 

Another institution is the 
UAE central bank, which 
said last year it had switched 
from bank deposits to treas- 
ury bills ana government 
bonds to avert losses from a 
decline in interest rates and 
economic recession m the 
West 

From around $3.3 billion at 
the end of 1992, its deposits 
were slashed to $1.6 billion at' 
the end of 1993. Most of the 
money removed from banks 
were invested in bills and 
bonds, which surged by 103 
per cent to around $4,19 bil- 
lion from $2.07 billion. 

A recent opinion poll by 
the Arab League’s main in- 
vestment body, the Arab 
Corporation for Investment 
Guarantee (ACIG), found 
internal political instability 
was the main factor for scar- 
ing away Arab investors. 

“There are several obsta- 
cles for investment in the 
Arab World," it said. "But 
political instability and uncer- 
tainty remained the main 
hurdle for the fifth year 
according to Arab ionvestors 
surveyed by ACIG.” 


Marrion Merrell, Hoechst 
confirm acquisition talks 


KANSAS CITY, Missouri 
(API — The German chec- 
mial and drug company 
Hoechst A.G. is negotiating 
to buy Marion Merrell Dow 
Inc. in what could be one of 
the largest acquisitions in the 
pharmaceutical industiy, the 
companies confirmed Tues- 
day. 

The proposed deal, worth 
about $7 billion, would create 
a strong position for Hoechst 
in the U.S. drug market, 
Fred Lyons, Marion chair- 
man • and * chief executive " 
officer, said Tuesday. 

“This is good news,” Mr. 
Lyons siad at a news confer- 
ence. “We’re very pleased 
that it has progressed this 
well." 

The plan calls for Hoechst, 
the world’s fourth-largest 
pharmaceutical company, to 
■acquire the oustanding shares ' 
of Marion Merrell Dow at a 
cost of $25.75 per share. The 
deal would boost Hoechst’s 
position in the drug industry 


to No. 3. 

Dow Chemical Co., of 
Midland, Michigan now owns 
about 71 per cent of Marion's 
outstanding commnon stock 
so tbe deal would have to be 
approved by the boards of 
directors of all three com- 
panies, Mr. Lyons said. 

The U.S. pharmaceutical 
industry has been consolidat- 
ing for more than a year, 
largely due to a squeeze on 
profits prompted by the 
growth of; cost-conscious 
managed care liealth plans. 
These plans, such as health 
maintenance organisations, 
buy large amounts of drugs 
and demand deep discounts. 

Rumours of a linkup be- 
tween Hoechst and Marino 
first surfaced last summer af- 
ter Marion said it was con- 
sidering “strategic altemativ- 
ers” that included sale of the 
company. Marion is consi- 
dered among the weaker of 
the top U.S. drugmakers. 
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Hundreds arrested after Chelsea defeat 


Juventus earn draw; Bayer Leverkusen bury Nantes 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — At 
least 5S0 Chelsea supporters 
were reported to have been 
detained by Belgian police 
during and after Tuesday 
night's high-risk European 
Cup Winners’ Cup clash be- 
tween the English Pre- 


miership club and Belgian 
side FC Brugges. 


Police were reported to 
have turned water-canon on 
departing f is after the En- 
glish side’s i-Q defeat in the 
first-leg of the quarter-final 
clash — Verheyen scoring the 
Brugges winner eight minutes 
from time. 

Mounted police were also 
said to have charged a section 
of the crowd as they scuffled 
near the stadium and there 
were reports that many 
Chelsea fans had been in- 
jured. 

Earlier one Belgian fan 
was reported to have been 
stabbed but not seriously 
hurt. 

The match took place 
amidst a massive police pre- 
sence prompted by the crowd 
• trouble which baited Eng- 
land’s friendly international 
against Ireland two weeks 
ago. 

The Belgians had also been 
determined there would be 
no repeat of the Heysel Sta- 
dium tragedy when thirty- 
nine fans died after a wail 
collapsed as Liverpool fans 
rioted before the 1985 Euro- 
pean Cup final against Juven- 
.tus. 

After his side's defeat. 
Chelsea manager Glenn 
Hoddle said he thought a 1-0 
result for the return in Lon- 
don in a fortnight was “not 
insurmountable.” 

“We're a little bit dis- 
appointed we didn’t come 
away with a 0-0 draw. But 
this is a good result for us.” 

Another team who could 
feel well-satisfied with a 1-0 
defeat were Germany's 
Borussia Dortmund in the 
UEFA Cup. 

They were beaten by Lazio 


Samaranch 
pledges 
support on 
Belgrade 
' sports 
embargo 


BELGRADE (R) — Inter: 
national Olympic Committee 
chief Juan Antonio Samar- 
anch pledged the IOCs full 
backing on Tuesday to get a 


The IOC will do every- 
thing in its power to have the 


sports sanctions against 
Yugoslavia definitely lined in 


April,” he told a news con- 
ference in Belgrade. 

“I hope to have good news 
by that time,” he said, refer- 
ring to the expiry next month 
of a trial period during which 
U.N. sanctions against Bel- 
grade were eased in certain 
areas including sports. 

The United Nations im- 
posed comprehensive sanc- 
tions against Belgrade in May 
1992 for its support to Bos- 
nian Serbs fighting in Bosnia. 

On October 1, 1994, it 
cased sports, cultural and 
travel sanctions for a trial 


period of 100 days, extended 
last month for another 100 


last month for another 100 
until mid-April, after Serbian 
president Slobodan Milosevic 
cut off the Bosnian Serbs. 

"We are covin ced you can 
look into the future with 
hope and optimism,” Samar- 
anch told Yugoslav sport offi- 
cials. 

“We come at a time which 
is very significant for your 
sport. You have suffered 
some very bad moments but 
right now your future is much 
brighter than your past.” 

Milosevic thanked Samar- 


anch “for support which he 
personally ana the IOC ex- 


personally and the IOC ex- 
tended for reintegration of 
Yugoslav sports into interna- 
tional sports life,” Yugoslav 
news agency Tanjug said. 

Samaranch said he hoped 
to see Yugoslav athletes com- 
pete at the 1996 Olympic 
Games in Atlanta, “without 
any problems from any fed- 
eration.” 



Mexico 

drops bid 

for 2002 
World 
Cup 




ZURICH (R) — Mexico 
has told, FIFA that h no 
longer wants to host the 
2002 World Cup finals, 
leaving Japan and South 
Korea as the only candi- 
dates, world soccer's gov- 
erning body said on 
W edn esday. 

FIFA said it had received 
an official statement from 
Mexican officials on Tues- 
day — the deadline for 
confirmation of bids — in- 
forming it of ‘their decision 
to discontinue their bid. 


iC ijrugges and Cdetiea supports jn the streets prior to the European Cnp Winners Cup match in Bruges 


Tuesday (AFP photo) 
in Italy after a 67th minute 
own-goal by Freund. Earlier 
Lazio's Giuseppe Signori had 
hit the German post twice. 

Juventus, despite the abs- 
ence of injured Roberto Bag- 
gio, went one better than 
either Chelsea or Borussia 
Dortmund. They forced a 1-1 
away draw in their UEFA 
Cup showdown at Eintracht 
Frankfurt. 

The Italian league leaders 
went ahead against the run of 
play in front of a 40.000 
crowd thanks to a neat 36th 
minute goal by Giancarlo 
Marrochi. 

The goal was set up by a 
Gianluca Vjalii backheel, 
Marrochi shooting home into 
the right comer. 

But the Germans, who had 
called in vain for a first-half 
penalty after Juventus's 
French international Didier 
Deschamps appeared to 


handle just in front of goal, 
hit back after the interval. 

Just when the visitors 
appeared to be beading for a 
surprise win and with just 17 
minutes remaining. Polish in- 
ternational Jan Furtok 
poached an equaliser in die 
six-metre area. 

Nantes, unbeaten in 27 
matches in the French first 
division so far this season, 
crashed badly in their first-leg 
UEFA Cup clash against 
Bayern Leverkusen. They 
went down 5-1. 

. _ The German side, despite 
indifferent league form , 
showed that they can turn on 
the magic on the big occa- 
sion. 

Three sendings -off and five 
bookings testified to the in- 
tensity of the tie. 

Nantes, who were reduced 
to fielding their fourth-string 
goalkeeper because of a 


series of injuries, were 2-0 
down .after 19 minutes. But 
Jean-Louis Garcia in goal 
was not really to blame for 
either. 

He was unsighted by Rudi 
Voeller when Hans-Peter 
Lehnoff fired the home side 
ahead from 20 metres after 
just nine minutes. And the 
little hope of cutting off a 
careless back pass from 
Christophe Pignoi which was 
snapped up and netted by 
international striker Ulf Kir- 
sten. 

To their credit Nantes 
bounced back but striker 
Nicholas Ouedec hit the post 
from a Christian Karembou 
through ball in the 34th mi- 
nute. 

In the 6kh minute Ouedec 
made no mistake from the 
penalty spot — his eighth 
goal in Europe this season — 
but one minute later Portu- 


uese referee Monteriro 
xjroado sent off Nantes cap- 


tain Jean-Michael Fern for a 
tackle from behind. 

It was the signal for two 
goals from Brazil attacker 
Paulo Sergio, who slammed 
in a near-post header to put 
the home side 3-1 up in the 
79th minute from an inch- 
perfect cross from Pavel 
HiapaJ, the Czech defender. 

Four minutes later Sergio, 
powering through on a swift 
counter-attack, slid home bis 
second. 

Kirsten supplied the killer 
blow to Nantes’ European 
dreams from a perfect back- 
heel by Heiko Scholz with 
one minute to go. 

Hie drama was not over. 
With only seconds remaining 
both Reynald Pedros of 
Nantes and Christian Worms 
of Bayer were sent off after a 
midfield scuffle. 


A FIFA statement gave 
no reason for the Mexican 
decision not to bid for the 
chance to host soccer’s 
showpiece event for what 
would have been the third 
time. Mexico hosed the 
World Cup finals in 1970 
and 1986. 


But the Central Amer- 
ican country is in the mid- 
ste of financial and political 
turmoil that may well have 
weakened its chances of 
gaining FIFA support. 
FIFA President Joao Have- 
lange has also said that he 
wants the 2002 finals to be 
held in Asia for die first 
time. 


South Korea and Japan 
now have untQ September 
30 this year to prepare full 
candidature fi les and pre- 
sent them to FIFA, which 
would then organise in- 
spection visits. 

FIFA’s executive com- 
mittee will decide between 
the two Asian rivals in June 
next year. 


Injury keeps Becker out of Rotterdam Indoor 


ROTTERDAM (Agencies) 
— German top seed Boris 
Becker withdraw from the 
men’s world indoor tennis 
tournament on Tuesday with- 
out hitting a ball because of 
knee injuries. 

The world number three, 
who was expected to start his 
first round on Wednesday 
against Slovak Karol Kucera, 
travelled to Rotterdam where 
the tournament doctor con- 
firmed he was unfit to play. 

Tournament director Wim 
Buitendijk said Becker was 
suffering from knee strain in 
both legs. 
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“It is an injury which 
appears often with tennis 
players due to playing a lot." 
Buitendijk said, adding that 
he understood Becker would 
take a couple of weeks off 
from the circuit. 

Meanwhile Wayne Fer- 
reira, the third seed from 
South Africa, ousted Luiz 
Mattar of Brazil 6-4, 6-3 to 
advance to the second round 
in the $600,000 ABN Amro 
Championships. 
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The only other seed to play 
was Slava Dosedel, and the 
seventh-seeded Czech also 
won easily, beating Christian 
Ruud of Norway 6-4, 6-1. 

Qualifier Omar Cam- 
porese of Italy upset Joem 
Re nzen brink of Germany 6- 
4, 7-6 (7-2), wildcard Dutch 
entry Joost Winnink ousted 
compatriot Sander Groen 6- 
3, 6-1. 



Boris Becker 


Courier, Ed berg adv- 
ance in Scottsdale 


Another Dutchman to adv- 
ance was Jan Siemerink, a 
7-5. 6-3 winner over Carl- 
Uwe Steeb of Germany. Jeff 
Tarango downed fellow 
American Patrick McEnroe 
6-2, 6-7 (7-4), 6-2. 

The tournament's original 
second nd third seeds. 


Spain’s Sergi Bruguera and 
Croatia’s Goran Ivanisevic. 


withdrew because of knee in- 
juries in last week’s Stuttgart 
EuroCard Open. 

Richard Krajicek, who 
rose to 10th in the rankings 
after a five-set victory over 
Michael Stich on Sunday in 
the final in Stuttgart. Ger- 
many. is also playing. The 
Dutch star plays Ronald Age- 
nor of Haiti. 


Second-seed Jim Courier 
and third-seed Stefan Ed berg 
won first-round matches at 
the $328,000 Mass Mutual 
men's tennis championships 
on Tuesday. 

Jim Courier of the United 
States displayed an unrelent- 
ing baseline attack to dis- 
patch Frenchman Lionel 
Roux 7-6 (7-2) 6-4. 

Edberg returned 1 to play 
after a bout with to nsi litis, 
before struggling past 20- 
year-old Hendrik Dreek- 
mann of Germany 7-5 3-6 
64. 

The tournament lost two of 
its top players — fifth-seed 
Aaron Krickstein of the Un- 
ited Sttes and Thomas En- 
qvist of Sweden. 

Krickstein fell to Russian 
Andrei Chesnokov 7-6 (74). 
6-2, and Enqvist, fresh form 
his second career title last 


Sunday in Philadelphia, with- 
drew with an inflamed right 
shoulder. 

“I expected a tough match 
from him,” said Courier, the 
former number one in the 
world who ran his record to 
15-2 this season. “We play 


similar styles and it was a 
slugfest. Once I got back on 


serve in the first set, I felt in 
rhythm. I played a sound 
tiebreaker and jumped out 
on him early." 

Courier trailed 2-0 to the 
Frenchman. But the 13th- 
ranked Courier broke back in 
the sixth game and won the 
tiebreak as Roux committed 
a rash of unforced errors. 


stunned last year by Spain’s 
Jordi Burillo. 

“It was a little struggle, but 
I’m happy to get through," 
said the former top ranked 
player who has fallen out of 
the top 10 for the first time in 
nearly 10 years. "I feel fresh 
right now because I haven’t 
played a lot so far.” 

Edberg, ranked 15th, dis- 
played his brilliant serve-and- 
volley style to take the open- 
ing set. But Dreekmann, 
ranked 64tfa, showed his shot- 
making ability to level the 
match. 

The 29-year-old Swede 
broke in the opening game of 
the derisive set, and held off 
four break points in the next 
set, before claiming the 
match. 

Edberg thought Dreek- 
mann’s deadly service return 
failed him last in the two- 
hour match. 

“1 think he got a little tense 
when he had his chances,” he 
said. 

Dreekmann, who has been 
treated for a rotator cuff 
problem agreed. 

"I think I had many 
chances to make many breaks 
but I wasn't aggressive 
enough with my return." 

Krickstein showed a relent- 
less ground attack to take a 
4-1 lead and hold a set point 
at 6-5. But the Russian came 
back to force the tiebreaker. 

Chesnokov continued bis 
success from the baseline, 
raring to a 5-0 lead in the 
second set before completing 
the one-hour, 18-minute up- 
set. 

“I played good,” said 
Chesnokov, the world's No. 
36 ranked player. “I jost bat- 
tled and made up my mind 
not to give him an easy 
point.” 

Fernandez, Sawamatsu 

advance at Evert Cap 


Shaun Stafford and sixth- 
seeded Amy Frazier was 
beaten by Elena Likbovtseva 
of Kazakhstan. 

Sawamatsu took advantage 
of Stafford’s exhaustion in 
winning 6-7 (7-5), 6-1, 6-2, 
while Frazier lost to Likhovt- 
seva for the second time in 
two weeks, 7-6 (74), 64. 

In other action Tuesday, 
Patty Fendick eliminated 
Ginger Helgeson Neilsen 7-6 
(7-2), 6-3; Tami Whitiinger 
Jones outlasted Nana Miyagi 
of Japan 6-3, 2-6, 6-1; Rachel 
McQuillan of Australia beat 
Marianne Werdel Witmeyer 
7-5, 2-6, 6-3; and Yayuk 
Basuki of Indonesia needed 
only 49 minutes to overpower 
Ann Grossman 6-1, 6-1. 

Top-seeded Arantxa San- 
chez Vicario, who overtook 
Steffi Graf this week to be- 
come the world’s No. 1, re- 
ceived a Gist-round bye and 
faces Basuki in a second- 
round match. 

Stafford was no match for 
Sawamatsu after surviving 
the first set, and perhaps in 
frustration, was penalised for 
audible obscenities twice in 
the 2-hour, 30-minute match. 
The second meant a $1,000 
fine. 

“I was very tired after that 
first set,” Stafford admitted. 
“I was fighting for every 
point. I don’t mean to come 
across as a bad person, it’s 
just how I express myself. I 
never even finished saying 
that word (that she was 
penalised for), and it was 
directed at myself. It’s un- 
usual I would get fined when 
I didn’t direct it to the player 
or the referee. 


Master roots Pereira at 

Mexican Open 


In the second set, Courier 
continued his relentless 
ground attack and used a 
derisive break in the seventh 
game to claim the one-hour, 
44-minute match. 

Edberg was pleased to get 
by the first round after being 


In Indian Wells, Califor- 
nia, eighth-seeded Mary Joe 
Fernandez advanced to the 
second round of the $430,000 
Evert Cup on Tuesday with a 
64, 6-0 victory over Sandra 
Cade. 

In the only other matches 
involving seeded players 
Tuesday, No. 5 Naoko Sawa- 
matsu of Japan rallied to beat 


Thomas Muster, the two- 
time defending champion, 
defeating Nicolas Pereira of 
Venezuela 6-2, 6-1 Tuesday 
in the first round of the 
$330,000 Mexican Open, the 
first day tournament of the 
ATP season. 

Muster, the No. 2 seed 
from Austria, has won 22 
titles on day. Top-seeded 
Alberto Berasateguj, who 
plays Mark Petchey, has won 
eight titles on day, including 
seven last year. 


Rush equals record as 
Liverpool go through 


LONDON (AFP) — Liverpool beat ‘jinx’ rivals Wimble- 
don 2-0 at Selhuret Park to reach the quarter-finals of the 
FA Cup Tuesday night while their veteran Welsh striker 
Ian Rush scored his 41st goal in the competition to equal 
Denis Law’s post-war record. 

Liverpool, who have won only twice in their last 12 
matches against the London Premiership dub, went dear 
when John Barnes nodded home Jamie Redknapp’s 
free-kick in the tenth minute. 

Liverpool then put the issue beyond doubt seven minutes 
before half-time when Barnes dipped a teasing ball into the 
heart of the Dons’ central defence, leaving Rush to extend 
a long leg and steer the ball delicately out of the reach of 
goalkeeper Hans Segere. 

It was Rush’s first goal in 10 games, his 14th this season, 
and his 334th from 618 club matches. 

Wimbledon, unlucky to emerge with only a draw at 
Anfield 11 days ago, never looked to recover from the early 
setback but they battled manfully until the last whistle. 

Liverpool’s speed and inventive passing, however, made 
the . difference and proved too much this time for Joe 
Klim ear’s side, who lost striker Efan Ekoku and centre-half 
Andy Thorn to firset-half injuries. 


BRITISH SOCCER 


In the night’s Premiership clash, Newcastle flashed a 
defiant message from Portman Road to pacesetters Black- 
burn and Manchester United by scoring a 2-0 win over 
Ipswich. 

Kevin Keegan’s side made it clear they do not consider 
the tide race beyond them as they surged clear with 
first-half goals from Ruel Fox and Paul Kitson. 

The victory left Newcastle six points behind Manchester 
United and nine adrift of Blackburn. 

Ipswich matched the visitors for much of the first-half, 
but long before the end of the second they looked well 
beaten and their fourth successive defeat leaves them 
struggling second from bottom. 


Manager George Burley brought in 19-year-old New 
Zealander Lee Norfolk for his debut in midfield, but 


veteran John Wark made errors which cost Ipswich dearly. 


The 38- year-old player also came dose to being sent off 
i his 650th Ipswich appearance. 

He collected a booking for the 12th-minute foul on Peter 


Beardsley that led to Newcastle's first goal, and then was 


lucky to escape further punishment from Worcester referee 
Gerald Ashby for a challenge from behind that left Robert 


Lee needing treatment. 

The former Liverpool star also blundered badly to let in 
Paul Kitson for Newcastle’s 39th-minute second goal. 


FIFA team to visit 


Nigerian soccer venues 


ZURICH (R) — A team of 
experts from FIFA's medical 
committee and the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
will visit Nigeria later this 
w^ek for an on-the-spot 
assessment of The health 
situation there, a senior 
FIFA official said on Tues- 
day. _ • - 

The visit follows vigorous 
protests from the organisers 
of the Under-20 World 
Youth Championship after 
FIFA, world soccer's gov- 
erning body, cancelled the 
tournament because of re- 
ported outbreaks of mening- 
itis and cholera at two of the 
four competition venues. 

The cancellation caused 
outrage in Nigeria, which 
promptly protested that there 
were no epidemics anywhere 
near the stadiums in ques- 
tion. 

FIFA backtracked and 
announced the championship 
was temporarily suspended 
pending an on-the-spot inves- 
tigation by a team of medical 
experts from FIFA and the 
WHO. 

“We need a report on the 
situation in Nigeria as soon as 
possible. The committee for 
emergency matters will de- 
ride on the next step based 
on the experts’ assessment,’’ 
said deputy general secretary 
Michel Zen-Ruffinen. 

Meanwhile in Lagos, Nige- 


rian officials said they were 
optimistic FIFA restore their 
right to host the cham- 
pionship. 

Officials expressed confi- 
dence at a ceremony held to 
laundT the theme music of 
the games. 

“We have mobilised all our 
resources and are certain that 
Nigeria will pass the tests of 
the FIFA health inspection 
team,” said Joseph Ajibola, 
the spokesman for the orga- 
nising committee. 

“Our streets are now 
cleaner as there is a daily 
sanitation exercise. The des- 
titutes have been relocated 
and a sense of order has been 
infused into Nigerian 
citizens,” Ajibola* said. 

And preparations for the 
championship itself, howev- 
er, are going on as if it has 
not been suspended. The 
theme song for the games is 
titled ‘^welcome." Volunteers 
who will assist in the success- 
ful organisation of the cham- 
pionship are undergoing daily 
briefing. 

A new elect ronic 
scoreboard has been installed 
at the national stadium, 
Lagos, venue for the opening 
and closing* ceremonies, 
while refurbishing work at 
the stadia in Enugu, Kaduna 
and Ibadan, other venues for 
the games, has been com- 
pleted. 
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mulling. But every now ond Lhen a 
hand comes along where the rule*. 
MHftJid he thrown away in favor of, 
common sense. 

Four spades is the ideal contract 
for North-South, hut we don't sue- 
Best that South bid it As far as we 
are concerned, the only choice other 

than five chibs would be for South to 

(MSS. 

Aownie West make* the normal 

. vo r,f » fourth-best diamond. East 
*u» and the best the defender can 
““ ■ heart, otherwise East 

wiU go to bed with the act Declarer 
«t> m ake sU dub tricks, five spade 
tncks and a diamond ruff. 

Since East has at hast five dia- 
for the overtoil. West know, 
we defenders can score at moot one 
inck m the suit. Since it might be 
v ' tal Weal to shift the attack 
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hand and since West can nner re 

We « should stan with 
tne king of diamonds! 
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«wugh to convince West that it is 
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rentes then collect two fast tricks 
in that suit and declarer is defeated 
before the play has sianed 


Cinema Tel.; 634144 j Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


1) Beverly Hills Cop 3 * Honey, l Blew Up The Kid 

(Eddie Murphy) .. *' n,e Uon ““9 

2) S’ &s*"r? : 

| - iw-.'ai 

Shows: moo. 12 : 30 . 3 : 30 . 6 : 15 . & 30 . 10:30 B Evening Shows 


3nema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 1 

CONCORD <T 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhit fr Andadaleh 

Shows: 11:30. 1. 3:3ft. A. S:3ft. ll 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


Tei.: 675571 

MabflAlMasfahri Theatre 


Mouse Hijazin “Sumaah’ 


In the political comedy 
“Hi Citizen” 


Jean-Claude Van Damm 

STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: 11J0. 1:45. 3:15, 5:15. 11:15 


; •; • - ; Director: Mohammad Al 
onawaqieh 

Daily starting 8:30 pm 


Monday is the weekly holiday 


Presents 

Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 


Nabil & Hisham's TeL: 625155 

ahlan theatre 


Presents: 

The political satire: 

Al SALAM YA SALAfljL 


at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please cal' 

625155 

The theatre Is closed ot 
Saturdays & Sundays 
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jEIHNG (R) — Unbowed 
« throat surgery, appendic- 
es and a serious car acc- 
ent, the ousted trainer of 
Rina’s world-beating ‘Ma 
onily army’ running team is 
hoping a come-back, the 
intnin Wanbao newspaper 
jd Wednesday. 

-Ma Junren’s eyebrow is 
aired and his nose is askew 
it he Is stfll in good spirits,” 
quoted a Liaoning sports 
fidaJ as saying. 

The controversial coach 
ans a return to top-level 
hletics with a new crop of 
ven youtn middle and long 
stance runners along with 
e loyal Qu Yurcria, the only 
ember of his ‘army’ to stick 
ith him after the team col- 
psed late last year, the 
pvspaper said. 

Qu is the world 1,500 
cues world record bolder. 
k China's record breaking 
omen’s distance running 


team splintered amid allega- 
tion that he put too much 
pressure on his athletes and 
pocketed their winnings. 

Ma, said by one newspaper 
last month to be despondent 
and regretful, was unbowed 
by surgery and a car crashed 
after his father’s death, the 
newspaper said. 

His new team will be in 
direct competition with the 
rest of his former ‘army' — 
now called the Liaoning 
Women's Distance Running 
Team — and its assistant 
trainer Wang Junxia, who 
smashed the women's 10,000 
and 3,000 metres records in 
one extraordinary week in 
August 1993. 

Two members of the 
squad are even better than 
Wang Junxia was in the be- 
ginning," the newspaper 
quoted the sports official as 
saying. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Paris-Beijing Rally on course 

PARIS (AFP) — Former Paris-Dakar rally winner and 
or ganis er Rene Metge has put together what he calls the 
voyage of a lifetime with a 10,000km Rally from Paris to 
Beijing via Moscow. “Apart from the parade through 
Moscow's Red Square it's completely different from the 
1992 rally,” be said Wednesday. A Russian international 
jading company revived an event interrupted by conflicts 
n different parts of the former Soviet republic. Russian 
jothorities, willing to include the event in celebrations of 
ie 50th anniversary of the Great Patriotic War, gave the 
jo-ahead to this year’s rally which steers a wide berth of the 
#ar in Chechnya. The rally will start on Aug 6 and after 
driving to Kiel in Germany the competitors will be ferried 
. rhrough the Baltic to St. Petersburg. The plains of Russia, 
Kazakhstan, Mongolia and China will test drivers before 
iey reach Beijing on Aug. 26. 

Jailed Turkish soccer star freed 
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ANKARA (AP) — A court in Istanbul free Turkish soccer 
Tanju Cofak after he helped the court with investigations 
—^wfrich led to the arrest of a car smuggling gang. Colak, Che 
— -leading scorer in European soccer in the 1987-88 season, 
had served seven months of a 22-month prison sentence for 
knowingly buying a smuggled luxury car. He was also fined 
772 million lire ($24,000). Colak told Star TV that he 
, , wanted to return to professional soccer as soon as possible. 
vJ He has reportedly already had several offers from Turkish 
dubs. 

Sumo champion to get Japanese citizenship 

TOKYO (AFP) — Hawaiian sumo wrestler Akebono, the 
first-ever foreign “Yokozuna,” or grand champion, said 
Tuesday he would apply for Japanese citizenship by 
December. “I will be- relieved if I can do it as soon as 
' possible,” said the 25-year-old American, whose real name 
is Chad Rowan. “As long as I want to continue sumo, I 
must become a Japanese.” A tradition-bound sumo rule 
holds that only a Japanese can obtain the status of a sumo 
elder, which allows him to become a stablem aster after 
retirement. Akebono started his sumo career six year ago 
and has remained been ranked at the top for more than two 
years. Currently, he shares the top position with his rival. 
Japanese sumo star Takanohama. 

Coberger to quit skiing 

VIENNA (R) — New Zealander Annelise Coberger, 
ilalom silver medallist in the 1992 Winter Olympics, will 
•- -etire from Alpine skiing after this season, she said 
iVednesday. Coberger. 23, the first competitor from the 
xnithem hemisphere to win a winter Olympic medal, said 
he had decided to pursue other interests. “After 12 years 
vithout a summer, without a Christmas at home, I have 
tedded it is time too move on to other things,” she said in a 
tatement. “I have never had the opportunity to have the 
tormal life of a young person being so far away from my 
iome in New Zealand.” 

France not asked to pay for sea rescue* 

CANBERRA (AFP) — France has not been asked to help 
<ay the bill for Australia's rescue of solo yachtswoman 
sabelle Autissier, French Minister for Youth and Sport 
fichelle AUiot-Marie said here Tuesday. Australia spent 
n estimated 745,000 Australian dollars ($558,000) res- 
iling BOC round the world entrant Autissier on January l 
rom her dismasted yacht in the Southern Ocean. She was 
*- lacked from heavy seas, by a naval helicopter after a 
ramatic search and rescue mission which involved aircraft 
nd a frigate. T think there’s a certain tradition in the area 
f sea rescue and certainly there has never been any 
■ - Question of payment requested for this year,” Alliot-Marie 
»ld reporters. 

'oung fan causes police panic 

UCKLAND (AFP) — When a 12-year-old girl dis- 
jpeared from her provincial home last week with a 
ickpack filled with 3,000 NZ dollars ($1,900), police 
ared for her safety. But when they finally caught up with 
izamia All Monday in a luxury hotel she had checked into 
:re alone, the 12-year-old was preparing to fly off to 
ustraha after having spent the weekend watching cricket, 
* New Zealand Herald reported Tuesday. The girl, who 
id already bought her plane ticket for Australia, told the 
erald she had spent Sunday at a one-day cricket match 
: tween Australia and New Zealand. Tm not missing,” 
e girl told the Herald. “I just left home and I'm not going 
ick. And I don’t want anyone to know where I am." She 
to be returned with her parents Tuesday. 

spin denies he is quitting Bayern 

UNICH (R) — Bayern Munich’s French international 
iker Jean-Pierre Papin, whose season has been plagued 
injury, quashed rumours on Wednesday that he wanted 
leave the German dub this year. “I don’t want to go. I 
int to honour my contract until 1996 — if Bayern takes 
t its one-year option, even until 1997,” Papin, 31, said, 
have a lot of aims in Munich. Next year I will have more 
& and then Bayern will see the real champion Papin.” 
pin has failed to make an impact at the reigning German 
ampions since he came to Munich from AC Milan at the 
in of the season. 

^ClA has top spot in college poll 

IS ANGELES (AP) — UCLA received 61 first-place 
:es to take over the No. 1 ranking in this week’s 
sodated Press college basketball poll. The Bruins (21-2) 
i,rg: the fifth team in five weeks and the sixth team this 

son to hold the top ranking. They received 1,642 points 1 
m the national media panel to easily beat runner-up 
ith Carolina (21-3), which collected three No. 1 votes 
1 1,546 points. 


O’Neal scores 41 to lead 
Magic over Knicks 


ORLANDO (Agencies) — 
Shaquille O'Neal had 41 
points and Dennis Scott 
scored 26 as the Orlando 
Magic strengthened their 
hold on the top spot in the 
Atlantic Division with a US- 
106 victory over the New 
York Knicks on Tuesday. 

O’Neal scored 14 of his 
points in the first quarter, 
when Orlando erupted for 40 
points, the most by a New 
York opponent in any quar- 
ter this season. 

O'Neal, who also had 10 
rebounds, had his seventh 
40-point game of the season. 

Patrick Ewing had 32 
points and 15 rebounds, John 
Starks had scored 19, making 
five three-pointers for the 
Knicks, who have lost six of 
their last seven games in 
Orlando. 

“Yon can’t get to happy 
about it (the victory) because 
they’re still the team to beat 
and they’re full of veterans.” 

The Knicks committed 18 
turnovers, while Orlando 
turned the ball over just nine 
times. 

In Milwaukee, Glen Rice 
scored 24 points and the 
Miami Heat allowed just 32 
second-half points on the way 
to a 95-85 victory over the 
Milwaukee Bucks. 

Billy Owens added 17 
points and 16 rebounds, and 
Keith Askins had 16 points 
and 14 rebounds off the 
bench for Miami. 

“I just had confidence in 
my shot tonight,” asking 
said. ‘The coach has confi- 
dence in me as well as the 
team. When they have that 
confidence, you can come in 
and take shots like that.” 

In Washington, Clarence 
Weatherspoon scored 30 
points and Dana Barr os had 
eight of his 19 in the fourth 


quarter as the Philadelphia 
76ers snapped a four-game 
losing street with a 106-102 
victory over the Washington 
Bullets. 

Sharone Wright had 17 
points for Philadelphia, 
which won for only the fourth 
time in its last 18 games. 

Juwan Howard scored 20 
points, Scott Skiles had 19 
and Chris Webber 17 for 
Washington, which lost for 
the 13th time in 15 games. 

In Denver, Dikerabe 
Mutombo scored a season- 
high 26 points and grabbed 11 
rebounds, lifting the Denver 
Nuggets to their seventh 
straight home victory, a 114- 
101 triumph over the Minne- 
sota Timberwolves. 

Denver never trailed, scor- 
ing die first 12 points of the 
game. 

Jalen Rose rose had 18 
points and seven assists, and 
Reggie William added 15 
points for the Nuggets. 

Isaiah Rider scored 20 
points for Minnesota. . 

In San Antonio, Sean 
Elliott scored five points in a 
12-3 burst that closed the first 
half and lifted the San Anto- 
nio Spurs to their ninth 
straight home victory, a R)Q- 
83 triumph over the Cleve- 
land Cavaliers. 

David Robinson scored 18 
points and Chuck Person 
added 17 for the Spurs, who 
have won six straight games. 

In Dallas. Popeye Jones 
made a three-point play with 
23 seconds left to rally the 
Dallas Mavericks to a 102- 
101 victory over the Houston 
Rockets. 

Jones followed a miss by 
Jamal Masbum, tipping in 
the shot as he was fouled by 
the Rockets forward Chucky 
Brown. Jones made the free 
throw to give Dallas a 102- 


RESULTS 


Philadelphia 

106 

Washington 

102 

Orlando 

118 

New York 

106 

Dallas 

102 

Houston 

101 

Miami 

95 

Milwaukee 

85 

San Antonio 

100 

Cleveland 

83 

Denver 

114 

Minnesota 

101 

LA Clippers 

110 

Phoenix 

99 


101 lead. Hakeem Olajuwon 
missed a potential game- 
winning 12-footer in the lane 
as time expired. 

Mashbura scored 22 points 
and Jasen Kidd added 18 
points for Dallas. 

In Los Angeles, Michael 
Smith scored six of his 
season-high 17 points in a key 
fourth-quarter run as the Los 
Angeles Dippers snapped a 
nine-game losing streak to 
the Phoenix Suns, 110-99. 

Lamond Murray scored 18 
points and Malik Sealy added 
17 for Los Angels. 

. Kevin Johnson scored a 
season-high 31 points with 
eight assists for Phoenix, 
which was without leading- 
scorer Charles Barkley due to 
a sprained left knee. 

Blood vessel problem 
caused Muffin black-out 

Golden State forward 
Chris Mullin has a blood ves- 
sel condition that caused the 
five-time National Basketball 
Association All-Star to feint 
and injure his head. 

Mulhn, 31, has vaso-vagal 
syncope, a condition that re- 
duces the amount of blood 
flowing to his brain. 

“If a person is young and 
healthy with low blood press- 
ure, they are more inclined to 
suffer from this symptom,” a 
statement from the Car- 
diovascular Consultants 
Medical Group said. 

“It is not uncommon to see 
this vaso-vagal response in 
young, healthy people who 
jump out of bed too quickly 
first thing in the morning.” 

Mullin fainted at home on 
February 15 and fell on his 
back. He hit his head bard 
enough to cause a concus- 
sion. 

Mulhn has played only two. 
games this season because of 
various injuries. He resumed 
light training on Monday, but 
it was not dear when he 
would return to the line-up. 

Maxwell reinstated by 
NBA 

Houston rockets guard 
Vernon Maxwell was rein- 
stated by the National Bas- 



il . 
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Orlando’s Shaquille O'Neal slam dunks a basket (AFP) 


ketball Association after 
serving a 10-game suspension 
for going into the stands and 
strflong a fen. 

The reinstatement took 
effect after Monday night’s 
home game against Cleve- 
land, and Maxwell will be 
eligible to play Tuesday night 
at Dallas. 

“We are satisfied that Ver- 
non appredates that his ac- 
tions were totally unaccept- 
able for a professional 
athletes, regardless of the 
provocation,” NBA deputy 
commission Russ Granik 


said. 

Maxwell was suspended 
without pay and fined 
$20,000 for the inddent dur- 
ing the third quarter of the 
Rockets’ Feb. ogame at Port- 
land, Oregon won by the 
Trail Blazers 120-82. 

Sonics’ coach’ fined 

$10,000 

The National Basketball 
Association on Tuesday fined 
seattled Supersonics coach 
George Karl $10,000 for his 
remarks about referees fol- 


lowing Monday night's 

Charlotte Hor- 


’s 116- 

114 loss to the 1 
nets. 

NBA vice president of op- 
erations Rod Thom levied 
the fine against Karl, who. 
was particularly upset at the 
referees for calling a technic- 
al foul on Seattle's Shawn 
Kemp for taunting after a 
dunk with two minutes left to 
play. 

“It’s a shame when officiat- 
ing takes over a game.” Karl 
said after the loss. (Referee)* 
Ted Bernhardt ought to be 
shot.” 




Jazireh’s Bethlehem visit cancelled 


By Aken Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The first 
Jordanian sports team that 
was to visit the occupied 
territories since 1967 
Wednesday learned that 
their visas were denied by 
the Israeli authorities and 
that they would not be 
going on their history- 
making trip after all. 

A] Jazireh’s women’s 
basketball team was to 
leave for Bethlehem Thurs- 
day at an invitation from 
the Catholic Action Dub 
where they were to play 
five matches against 
Palestinian teams: Ortho- 
dox! Beit Jala, Sariyet 
Ramallah, the University 
of Bethlehem as well as two 
matches against their hosts. 

“We only learned this - 
afternoon that our visas 
were denied, so the players 
are surely disappointed 
since everything was 
arranged and we were quite 
enthusiastic about the 
idea,” A1 Jazireh’s bead 
coach Fadi Ai Sabbab 
Wednesday told the Jordan 
Times. 

The Bethlehem matches 
would have been a good 



Al Jazireh’s team 

chance for the Al Jazireh to 
test their preparedness be- 
fore they leave for Cyprus, 
March 22-29, where they 
will be hosted by the Kefa- 
lovrysos Dub who played 
in Al Jazireb’s internation- 
al tournament in July 1994. 

“We will now focus on 
our preparations for the 
Cyprus visit. That will 
hopefuiy make up for the 
players’ disappointment,” 
-Mr. Sabbah-aoded. - - • 

Al Jazireh will be facing 
stiff competition in Cyprus 


where they will be playing 
alongside the Kalymnos 
Club of Greece, Lebanese 
champions Homentmen, 
Syria’s runners up Al Jala’, 
the Catholic Action Onb as 
well as their hosts. Jordan’s 
Al Orthodoxi have de- 
clined the invitation. 

Al Jazireh, who won the 
Kingdom’s 1993 champion 
after joining the women’s 
-basketball-scene -in 1991, 
are putting the finishir 
touches before they cl 


with reigning champions Al 
Orthodoxi in the 1995 
championship scheduled 
for mid-April. 

AJ Jazireh now have 10 
players on the initial line- 
up of the recently- 
regrouped national team. 
They include Rana Hus- 
seinf, Jam ana SaJti, Suhair 
Mackusi, Tamara Al Khad- 
ra, Tala Al Mauge, Rania 
Dajani, Hala Muheisen 
and a good group of youn- 
ger, ambitious playets. 


China to send athletes who use drugs to j ail 


BEUING (R) — China’s top 
sports authorities said some 
Chinese athletes are still us- 
ing banned stimulants and 
unveiled tough anti-doping 
punishments on Wednesday 
that could send athletes who 
use performance-enhancing 
drugs to jail. 

The announcement of the 
punitive new measures were 
intended to combat a growing 
problem in China that be- 
come public when 3 J Chinese 
athletes, including a string of 
swimming stars, tested posi- 
tive, for such stimulants in 
1994. 

“Our principle on the 
problem of stimulants is: 
Even if these were drugs that 
couldn’t be detected, we will 
not use drugs,” Wu Shaozu. 
minister of the state sports 
commission, told leading 
sports officials and reporters. 

“Even if others use drugs, 
we will not use drugs and 
would rather not win medals 
than use drugs," Wu said. 

The commission welcomed 
an Australian inquiry into 
doping and published tough 
draft rules that would land 
violates in jail, impose heavy 


fines, make coaches liable 
and increase the frequency of 
out-of-competition tests. 

The draft of the temporary 
regulations banning the use 
of stimulants in sport, de- 
signed to give sports officials 
legal teeth to clamp down 
harder on doping, was un- 
veiled at the meeting. 

The regulations call for 
athletes caught using illegal 
performance-enhancing 
drugs to be imprisoned and to 
have their prize winnings 
seized- They will also be ban- 
ned from competition and 
stripped of their titles. He 
gave no details of the jail 
terms. 

They also face fines of up 
to five times their winnings, 
and their coaches, doctors 
and managers face similar 
punishment. 

China is fighting an uphill 
battle against doping. 

In 1994, 31 athletes; in- 
cluding several world stats, 
tested positive, up from 24 in 
1993, said Yang Tianle, 
director of the national re- 
search institute of sports 
medicine. 

Of the 31, a total of 11 


tested positive at last Octo- 
ber's Asian Games in 
Hiroshima. They included 
world swimming champions 
Lu Bin and Yang Aihua and 
five other swimmers, all of 
whom have been banned 
from competition for two 
years. 

Yang defended China 
saying it ranked only second 
in Asia and 10th in the world 
in 1993 in terms of numbers 
of athletes caught using ban- 
ned stimulants. 

Only 1.75 per cent of 
Chinese athletes tested posi- 
tive, while 2.42 per cent of 
Japanese athletes tested posi- 
tive, be said. Belgium topped 


the list with 6.16 per cent, he 
said. 

He warned athletes not to 
use traditional Chinese her- 
bal medicines, saying many 
may conti an banned subst- 
ances. 

China will increase the fre- 
quency of out-of-comptition 
tests, he said. It conducted 
526 such tests in 1994, up 
from 315 in 1993, 185 in 1992 
and 122 in 1991. 

The swimming scandal 
came as a shock to the sport 
and an embarrassment to 
China. Chinese sports offi- 
cials have vigorously denied 
allegations of systematic dop- 
ing. 


DUTCH WARM BLOOD HORSES 
FOR SALE 

Recently imported fully trained horses 
jumping “M” dressage with excellent pedig- 
rees. Mares 8 stallions. 

Also available thoroughbred foais 8 fillies. 

For more information, please call 605221 
after “9” a.m. 


WANTED FOR RENT 

A well furnished 2-bedrooms apartment with living 
room, telephone and separate central heating. 
Preferably in Shmeisani, Gardens Street and Sports 
City. 

Please call Tel. 842924 


- rx 



Save the Children 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 

JORDAN RIVER DESIGNS SHOWROOM 

IS OPENING DURING THE EID HOLIDAY 
2-5 MARCH 95, FROM 10:00 A.M.-6:00 P.M. 
UNIQUE HAND EMBROIDERED HOME 
FURNISHINGS & FASHION ACCESSORIES 

71 
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News 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Progress in Iraqi-Turkish pipeline talks 


spent on the purchase of food and medical supplies. The 
diplomat said the main problem was the distribution of 


diplomat said the main problem was the distribution of 
food in northern Iraq. held by rebel Kurds. “Iraq still 
rejects international supervision (there)." he said. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian authorities have been holding 
more than 800 prisoners incommunicado for over 14 
months, forbidding visits by family and lawyers, the 
Egyptian Organisation for Human Rights (EOHR) said 
Wednesday. Detainees in the high-security block of Torah 
prison, nicknamed the Scorpion, “have not been able to 
contact their families or their lawyers" since December 20. 
1993, an EOHR report said. The continuing ban contra- 
dicts an administrative court ruling issued in April 1994 
which abolished the prohibition of visits, the rights group 
said. The court overruled arguments by the Interior 
Ministry that the measure was necessary to prevent 
contacts between “terrorist elements inside the prison ar.e 
their collaborators outside," it added. The ED HR believed 
that the ban was “an attempt by officials cf the ministry o? 
the interior to obscure the deteriorating living conditions 
and to prevent prisoners from complaining about torture 
and ill-treatment they have been subjected to." 


Israel's spy master played trumpet 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — The outgoing head of Israel’s feared 
internal intelligence agency, the Shin Beth, relaxed by 
playing trumpet in several leading orchestras. The revela- 
tion came Wednesday with the lifting of censorship on The 
identity of the man known only by the initial “Y" since he 
took charge of the agency in 1988’. Yaakov Peri. 51. found 
time to use his classical music background without blowing 
his cover. He appeared notably in the Israel radio 
orchestra. Mr. Peri, born in Tel Aviv, joined the Shin Beth 
in 1966 and climbed the ranks to run occupied East 
Jerusalem and West Bank for six years. He look over the 
top job amid a major scandal after it was disclosed in the 
press that four years earlier the Shin Beth had executed two 
Palestinians caught alive after hijacking a bus. Mr. Peni 
was appointed to clean up the agency and also tackle the 
intifada which had erupted in December 19S7. Israel Radio 
said that his agents interrogated 26.00(1 Palestinians in the 


last seven years, dismantled 3,783 celts and prevented 50 
per cent of attempted attacks. Ai the same time, the Shin 
Beth became synonymous with torture for the Palestinians. 


Human rights groups repeatedly charged the ill-treatment 
is systematic and listed in detail some of the gruesome 
practices. 


84-year-old man dies of stroke after stubbing wife 


BEIRUT (AP) — An 84-year-old man died of heart failure 
Wednesday after stabbing his wife several times with a 
kitchen knife in a domestic dispute, police said- Taqla 
Shikrailah Munzir. 63, was hospitalised with critical stab 
wounds in her neck, chest and abdomen, a police statement 
said. Shaker Nematollah Munzir suffered the cardiac arrest 
when police arrived at his home to take him away for 
interrogation. Neighbours in Munzirs’ mountain village of 
‘Ain Al Rihaneb in the Christian heartland northeast o? 
Beirut told police the couple had been constantly arguing. 


Kuwaiti court commutes sentences of rape convict 


KUWAIT (AP) — The appeals court h3S commuted to life 
in prison a death sentence handed down by a lower tribunal 
against a stateless Arab convicted of abducting and raping c 
nine-year-old girl in a mosque. A higher court official, 
speaking Wednesday on conaition of anonymity, said the 
ruling was passed Tuesday. He refusesd to give details of 
the session or say on what grounds tiie sentence war. 
reduced. The criminal court sentenced Abdul Razzal: 
Ayed, 21. to death on Nov. 12. According to court 
documents, Ayed lured the girl last July from a shopping 
centre in the Al Jahra area to a mosque where he raped her 
“with utter disregard for all religious and moral values." 
The name of the" victim was not released. Ayed can still 
take his case to the cassation court, the emirate's highest 
judicial authority, in August, a Kuwaiti man was hanged 
for abducting and raping a 10-year-cid Egyptian girl. 


Israel ready for mine-sweeping in Asia, Africa 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel is ready to take part in 
mine-clearance operations in Cambodia. Angola and 
Mozambique and other developing countries, and foreign 
ministry said Wednesday. Deputy Foreign Minister Yossi 
Beilin has agreed in principle to requests from several 
countries and the Lhiited Nations icr the isrceli army and 
military industry to take part, n spokesman ; -aid. The 
framework of the mine-sweeping operation; is yet to be 
organised, the spokesman added. 


Israel, Madagascar want slos-sr csopsraissfii 


ANTANANARIVO (AFP) — A Ifr.ieli delegation left 
Madagascar Tuesday following a iC-dcy visit aimed a- 
setting up closer ties between the two countries and 
reestablishing diplomatic relations. The Israel delegation 
was the first to visit the southeast African country since the 
two broke relations in 1973. Sources sard another expert- 
level Israeli delegation will visit Madagascar soon to Ic.o;; 
into such issues as cotton production, oi!-e:;p!c: ration, 
defense and health. 


Iran slams Iraq's stand on PoWs 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran on Wednesday blasted Iraq's 
“lack of sincerity" concerning the fate of prisoners of the 
1 980-1 9S8 war between the two countries, stale radio said. 
The Iraqi government said last week that the discovery of 
the bodies of 3,000 Iranians killed in the war supports its 
claim that no Iranian Prisoners of War (PoWs) are still held 
in Iraq. But Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Mahmoud Mohammadi rejected the explanation, saying 
“rhe remark is a new proof of Iraq's lack of sincerity and its 
suspicious attitude." Iraq is “facing a crisis of confidence in 
its domestic and foreign relations.” he said, quoted by 
Iranian radio. Tehran held a mass funeral Iasi week for 

3.000 soldiers whose bodies were found on the former 
battlefields of southwestern Iran. Iran says more than 

30.000 soldiers and civilians are still missing from the war 
and claims that thousands are still alive and held prisoner 
by Iraq. Baghdad denies detaining any prisoners and 
accuses Iran of raising the issue to avoid disclosing how 
many casualties it suffered during the war. Iraq also says 
Iran is still detaining thousands of Iraqi prisoners. 


Turkish premier ends -Japan trip 


TOKYO (AFP) — Turkish Prime Minister Tnnsu Ciller 
left Tokyo for home Wednesday at the end of a four-day 
visit to promote business between the two countries. Ms. 
Ciller met Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko as well 
as Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama and other top 
govennment officials. In talks with Mr. Murayama on 
Monday, the two agreed to boost economic ties and boost 
Japanese investment in the Turkish market. Mr, 
Murayama offered $500 million to help cover insurance for 
trade between Turkey and other nations 
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BAGHDAD (R) — Ongoing talks on the repair of Iraq's \ 
corroding crude oil pipeline through Turkey have made 
some progress, diplomats said on Wednesday. “The talks 
on the pipeline are continuing and there is progress," one 
diplomat in Baghdad said without elaborating" About 27 
million barrels of crude oil are trapped in the pipeline 
closed shortly after Iraq’s 1990 invasion of Kuwait. Turkey- 
needs to flush and refill the rusting pipeline. According to 
U.N. resolutions revenues from the oil pumped should be 


800 prisoners held incommunicado in Egypt j 


A Chelsea supporter is 
arrested after being 
caught while trying to 
citmb the fence of Bruges 
Olympia Stadium on 
Tuesday during the Euro- 
pean <Cirp Winners Cup tie 
(AFP pfcc’o) 



Ehirinovski flies out 
after visit to Baghdad 


Fresh 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky. leader of a Russian 
uitranationalist party and 
maverick politician, flew out 
early Wednesday after a 
three-day visit to Iraq where 
he met with President Sad- 
dam Hussein and called on 
Baghdad to join an anti-West 
coalition, diplomatic sources 
said. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky who 
heads the Liberal Democratic 
Party — a strong force in the 
State Duma, of the Lower 
House of the Russian parlia- 
ment — also signed a draft 
agreement on Russian-Iraqi 
cooperation. Details of the 
accord were not available, 
out it was believed to be an 
outline for increase trade and 
industrial cooperation be- 
tween the two sides. 

Another protocol signed 
by the two sides involve close 
cooperation between Iraq’s 
National Assembly and 
Baath Party and the Russian 
parliament. Mr. Zhirinovski 
was accompanied by several 
members of the Russian 
legislature and businessmen. 

It was not immediately- 
known whether Mr. Zhir- 
inovski, a controversial and 
outspoken figure who often 
challenges Western norms of 
protocol, had secured any 
arrangement under which 
Iraq would give priority to 
repaying its debts to Russia 
after international sanctions 
cn Baghdad are eased/lifted. 

At the outset of the visit, 
Mr. Zhirinovski said one of 
the main objectives of his 
visit to Iraq was to secure 
such a commitment. Accord- 
ing to the Russian politician. 
Baghdad owes $9 billion to 
Moscow, most of it in arms 
purchases during the 80s. 

Mr. Zhirinovski has often 
called for an immediate end 
to the sanctions against Iraq, 
saying the crippling trade 


embargo against that country 
was aimed at benefiting the 
U.S. oil-producing allies in 
the Gulf region. 

He has demanded that the 
Russian government ignore 
the sanctions and resume full 
trade with Iraq. 

A few members of his par- 


in Bihac 


ty travelled to Iraq in a de- 
clared show of solidarity in 


October when Iraqi military 
movements near the border 
with Kuwait had sparked 
concern that Baghdad was 
about to launch another inva- 
sion of the emirate. 

While in Baghdad. Mr. 
Zhirinovski presented to 
President Saddam a docu- 
ment that reportedly con- 
tained his vision of an “anti- 
West coalition" and sought 
the Iraqi leader's signature 
on the document. It was not 
known whether President 
Saddam actually signed the 


The Russian politician, 
whose almost every political 
move has drawn controversy, 
described his meeting with 
President Saddam as “very 
successful." 

While in Baghdad, Mr. 
Zhirinovski held talks with 
most Iraqi ministers and his 
immediate host. Parliament 
Speaker Saleh Mehdi Saleh, 
upon whose invitation he 
paid the trip to Iraq. 

Quoted by news agencies 
in dispatches from Baghdad 
on Tuesday, Mr. Zhirinovski 
rejected the latest effort by 
the U.S. to dent French, Rus- 
sian and Chinese moves to 
ease/lift the sanctions against 
Iraq. 

Asked about a tour of 
U.N. Security Council mem- 
bers by U-S. Ambassador' 
Madeleine Albright, to cam- 
paign against any easing of 
the embargo on Iraq, Mr. 
Zhirinovski said: “That is 
United States' policy and not 
ours. We are against (main- 
taining) the embargo im- 
posed on Iraq." 


past 24 hours. 


urges 
.N. terms 


BAGHDAD (R) — Jean- 
Francois Nodinot. the first 
French diplomat accredited 
to Baghdad after its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, said on 
Wednesday Paris wanted 
Iraq to comply with all U.N. 
Gulf war resolutions. 

But he said the U.N. 
?ecurity Council should not 
ask Baghdad to do more than 
what these resolutions call 
for. 

“The French line is that... 
the Iraqi government has to 
respect all Security Council 
resolutions. 

"But we think we do not 
have to ask more... we have a 
text. We have to respect the 
text," Mr. Nodinot told re- 
porters in his residence in 
Baghdad. 

He said France’s decision 
10 restore diplomatic pre- 
sence in Iraq after a four-year 
rupture was taken after 
Baghdad officially recognised 
Kuwait last year. 

“Iraq’s recognition of 
Kuwait was a key step." he 
said. 

He said Paris was waiting 
what Rolf Ekeus — the U.N. 
official in charge of disman- 
tling Iraq's banned weapons 
— would say in his forthcom- 
ing report in March. 

“If Mr. Ekcus’s report is 
positive, there will be new 
discussions at the Security 
Croncil," he said. 

"We can find a reasonable 
solution," Mr. Nodinot said. 


Mr. Ekeus said in New 
York on Monday that Iraq 
had failed to account for 
quantities of material that 
could be used to produce two 
to three tons of bacteria for 
biological weapons. 

“We want to know why 
was this material imported? 
Where is it now? Has it been 
destroyed? Or has it been 
used and turned into bacter- 
ia?” he asked. 

"If it has been turned into 
bacteria... then we have a 
problem." Mr. Ekeus told 
reporters after briefing the 
Security Council on his re- 
cent trip to Baghdad where 
he said he had made progress 
in all weapons areas except 
biological arms. 

France and Russia would 
like to see the ban on Iraqi oil 
exports eased or lifted once 
Mr. Ekeus reports to the 
council that he is statisfied 
that Baghdad has honoured 
U.N. weapons demands. 

But the United States, 
hacked by Britain, has vowed 
to block any move at the 
council to ease the embargo. 

Washington’s ambassador 
to the United Nations, 
Madeleine Albright, who is 
touring Security Council 
member states, said in Pra- 
gue on Monday that the Un- 
ited States had enough sup- 
port to block any move to in 
the council to lighten the 
sanctions. 


A total of 1.100 heavy 
weapon detonations were 
monitored in the area over a 
24 hour period Tuesday to 
Wednesday morning. 

In other developments, the 
U.N. monitored a number of 
flights by unidentified heli- 
copters and fixed-wing air- 
craft in violation of the no-fly 
area over Bosnia on Tuesday 
night. Col. Coward said. 


At least one light ‘fixed- 
wing single-engine aircraft 
was reported over a highway 
landing strip, near the 
government-held town ot 
Tuzla in the northeast of the 
country, and another at Vlso- 
ko. near Sarajevo. Unidenti- 
fied helicopters were also re- 
ported in several arc.xs ot 
Bosnia. 
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SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Fresh fighting was reported 
in the Bihac enclave of north- 
west Bosnia on Wednesday. 
U.N. peacekeepers said. 

Rebel Muslim infantry who 
launched an assault on gov- 
ernment fifth corps units in 
the enclave on Tuesday 
appeared to be backed up by 


heavy weaponry from Kra- 
iina Sere forces from 


jina Serb forces from 
Croatia, said U.N. spokes- 
man Lieutenant-Colonel 
Garv Coward. 

“We observed a tank and 
two multiple-barrelled rocket 
launchers moving down to 
the area the day before 
yesterday," Col. Coward told 


More shelling was reported 
overnight in the north of the 
enclave south of Velika Kla- 
dusa, with some 150 mortar, 
artillery or tank rounds re- 
ported between 4 a.m. and 8 
a.m. local, a U.N. spokes- 
man said. 

Fighting also flared in the 
south of the enclave on high 
ground near Bihac town on 
Tuesday evening but details 
were still sketchy. 

U.N. observers reported 
"a lot of shelling" accompa- 
nied by small arms fire 
around the Grabez plateau to 
the east of the Bihac town, c 
U.N. -designated “safe area." 
said spokesman Major Herve 
Gourmelon. Mortar bombs 
or artillery rounds had also 
landed within the boundaries 
of the U.N. safe area in the 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt 
would reject any Israeli com- 
promise offer to sign the nuc- 
lear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) two years after a glob- 
al Middle East peace settle- 
ment. Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa said Wednesday. 

Mr. Musa told the Arab 
daily Al Sharq Al Awsat th 2 t 
Egypt would not accept such 
a commitment because “this 
is a political issue and ex- 
tremely serious." 

The only acceptable solu- 
tion weald be for the Jewish 
stete to sign the nuclear trea- 
ty ‘given that this state has a 
nuclear programme of such a 
scale and aim to .provoke 
suspicion," Mussa added. 

Israel, which has never 
acknowledged reports it has 
2GQ nuclear warheads, has 
steadfastly refused to join the 
NFT so long as countries such 
as Iran and Iraq call for its 
destruction. 

According to newspaper 
reports, however. Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin is 
privately considering signing 


the treaty two years after a 
comprehensive Middle East 


The Muslim-led Bosnian 
government Fifth Corps is 
surrounded in the pocket by 
rebel Muslims loyal to locai 
politician Fikret Abdic and 
allied Serb forces from Bos- 
nia and Croatia. 

Heavy shelling erupted on 
Tuesday near KJadusa, with 
some 1,000 explosions re- 
ported bv five p.m. (160? 
GMT). 

A four-month ceasefire 
signed on New Year's Eve 
has failed to end fighting ir. 
the Bihac pocket despite re- 
peated attempts by U.U. offi- 
cials to persuade the com- 
batants to honour the truce. 

Rebel Muslims and Croa- 
tian Serb forces were not 
signatories to the ceasefire 
accord, which is coming 
under increasing strain. 

Sporadic firing was re- 
ported elsewhere in Bosnia 
on Tuesday, with some 6-1 
detonations registered sou;h 
of Serb-held Doboj. 

Abdic and Croatian Serb 
forces on Tuesday launched 
new attacks on government 
lines to the soutl east of Veli- 
ka Kladusa, in the north of 
the pocket. Col. Coward 
said. 


peace settlement including 
Iran. 

Egypt has rallied Arab 
countries to its refusal to sign 
an extension of the NPT 
when it comes up for renewal- 
in April unless Israel joins 
up. 

Mr. Musa denied that the 
United States had put press- 
ure on Egypt to agree to 
rompremise solution to the 
nuclea: dispute (see page 2) 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher starts a 
new Middle East tour next 
week partly aimed at per- 
suading Arab countries to 
sign an indefinite and uncon- 


ditional extension of the I'JFT 
at an April-May U.N. confer- 
ence in New York. 

U.S. officials have stressed 
that Washington is backing 
Israel and hope Egypt v/iii 
sign an indefinite extension 
■of the treaty. 

Egypt’s final position will 
not be announced until the 
conference when the 170 
states which signed the NPT 
for 25 years in 1970 will vote 
an indefinite extension or a 
limited renewal for five, 1G. 
15 or 25 years. 

Mr. Musa i said: “Egypt 
will not accept, as it's being 
said, a statement in which 
Israel gives a commitment to 
sign the treaty after two 
years, because this subject is 
political and serious and ex- 
tremely serious." 

The Israel newspaper 
Haaretz has said one Israeli 
proposal was the Israel would 
promise to sign two years 
after reaching a comprehen- 
sive peace including states 
like Iran, Iraq and Libya. 

But Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres, in Cairo 
last week to discuss the dis- 
pute. said this was pure spe- 
culation. 

A senior Israeli source la- 
ter said Egypt was no longer 
linking Israel signing the NPT 
with Egypt agreeing to ex- 
tend it when it comes up for 
extension. 

Egyptian officials including 
President Hosni Mubarak 
have since restated the direct 
linkage. 

Al Sharq Al Awsat said: 
“Musa said the acceptable 
solution was for Israel tc 
sign, especially as it has a 
nuclear programme which 
arouses suspicions about :ir 
dimensions and aims." 


Ttssikay condemns 
‘ itrses Kurds to oe; 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Furitey strongly condemned 
on V/ednesday a carbomb 
blast which killed 76 people 
n northern Iraq. 

It c!so urged rival Iraqi 
"urds io end 10 weeks of 

'-filing in the enclave. 

"No matter who or which 
group is behind it. we strong- 
ly condemn this murderous 
incident;" Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Ferhat Ataman 
said of the bomb which tore 
through a busy marketplace 
in the town of Zakho on 
Monday. 

" 1 urfeev orposes any de- 
■eiopnients which would 
further aggravate the present 
instability in the region." 

He said Turkey urged the 
rival Kurdistan "Democratic 
Party (KDP) and Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan ( PUK) to 
avoid provocations and to 
end without delay interna) 
fighting which erupted in De- 
cember. 

KDP has accused the PL^K 
of planting the bomb in 
Zakho, a KDP stronghold. 
?UK dismissed the charge 
and s tid Baghdad was behind 
it. 

Mr. Ataman said he had no 
knowledge of a Turkish milit- 
ary build-up on the border, a 
claim advanced by the Iraqi 
Halit-; a! Congress UNO 
in London. 

The ?NC. an umbrella 
group of Iraqi dissidents, said 
on Tuesday about 20.000 
men ?nd armour were assem- 
bled on the Turkish side of 
the border. 

Local iourr/ifisis in the 
southeast said armed forces 
were moving in the region for 
cn e::p; etc '.’spring offensive 
r.gamst rcbeU inside 

Tin - ?. :rv. 


They said any marked acti- 
vity could also be part of her- 
der security measures con- 
sidering the acute instability 
across the frontier. Military 
officials were not immediate- 
ly available for comment. 

Turkey has about 250,000 
men which it shifts across the 
region as needed to combat 
the Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), fighting since 19S4 
for a separate Kurdish state. 
More than 15,000 people 
have been killed in the in- 
surgency. 

Turkish units are posi- 
tioned on the Turkish bank of 
the river marking the border 
with Iraq opposite Zakho, 
the INC said. 

It said the scale of the 
troop movements was at least 
as large as a mobilisation bv 
Ankara in October- 
November 1992, when Tur- 
kish troops launched a huge 
operation in northern Iraq 
against camps of separatist 
Turkish Kurds. 

He said some 20,000 Tur- 
kish soldiers took part in the 
1992 air and ground offen- 
sive, which left more than 
1,000 people dead. 

Northern Iraq, effectively 
dissociated from Baghdad's 
rule since 1991, is run jointly 
by a KDP-PUK administra- 
tion based in Eibil but the 
uneasy partnership has all but 
crumpled in the latest run of 
violence. 

An allied force based in 
southern Turkey protects the 
region against any attacks 
from Iraqi troops which 
crushed a Kurdish revolt af- 
ter Iraq's Gulf war defeat. 

Mr. Ataman said Turkey 
did not dismiss the possibility 
that PKK could be involved 
m the Zakho incident. 





KUALA LUMPUR (^v 
—Two days after packfr .": ■ •_ 


a British runaway, Maia“V 
officials reported Wedm'V 


they had foiled a bid V \ 
teenaged boy to enteri/.-re 
country from New Zea 
using his sister’s pass*'’ ’ 
The 16-year-old Mala Z' 
lad. who arrived two r ^ 
after 14-year-old Peter l/", 
slipped into the county “ 
week on his father’s 
was caught at the itmr 
tion checkpoint at the Sa e 
Airport, officials said. j»| 1 
boy, whose family is lljHJ 
residing in New Zealjj^ 
failed in his bid last Frills i 
ouiwit immigration by l J 
guising himself as a girl mi] 
using his 16-year-old s*jj jj** 
Malaysian passport. HfcJ 1 
sian immigration spokes ■ 

.Axis Cacmin said the bo; ... 
charged at the weekend 
using another person 'str ■ 
document. He is on i '- 
awaiting sentence by 
court at the end of 
month. “We have dswj • ' 
him as a runaway and ) : 

detained him for fnn 
questioning," Mr. Axis s /.'• 
The boy could be fined & . 

10,000 ringgit ($4.000) 
jailed for five years, or & 

If convicted. Ivfr. /'■-rissaic ' •• 
action was taken ag^- : ' ■; 
young Peter Kerry, who . • 
deported Monday. Thee-, 
sior. was based on hnm& ■ 
rian grounds following r r • . ’ 
between the Malaysian g'-'.. 
ernment and £he British K - 

Commission. 
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BRUSSELS (aFP) — BT 
giu— 5 ended compulse 
military conscription after 


years Tuesday with the 

• • 

mobilisation of the hst &■ 

N o 

strong contingent catted ! ; * 

serve the flag. Among t" * 
nna: group was a soldier t; 

... tor 

lec Adam Huismam, pwn 

ting the army iouraa! togp * 

the news with the tror : - 

r" ; ■ 

"Adam, the firs: man - 



Earth, the last Belgian -cr' 
script." Belgium decides! - 


July 1992 to end compnhj 
military service from Ja • 
last year with a view to cn - ;. 
ing professional army by J! : 
and catting the number 
those serving while maim! 
ing its NATO obligaw 
The government them 
dded to release the last 
conscripts on Feb. 28. At 
start of the 1990s. tbe i 
rcriois numbered so 
35.GG0, all of iher. peifc" 'is 
ing non-operational tasks.?, 
a special ceremony m 1 
g res, northwest of Liege, i .* 
fence Minister Karel Pirn 
said that, since tbe end of. 
Cold War, "the Belgian a- 
has participated more <■ . 
more in missions abroad T 
v.'hich the conscripts’ HmT. 
training is less adapte 
Pitmen also pointed oot 
ract that only “one yonng * 
in four has been doing & 
ary service these past 
years" because of various., 
emptions. In !9?7. tbe IT 
gian army is set to sfn'T 
'.■om its c-JTcnt SO-GGOrf" - 
-iu-dins 47.757 oie-.esrlon' * 
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TvlSSEMBOURG. Fra - 

(AFF) — The wreckage^ • ._ 

World War *1 Messersch' : v -. . 
bomber has been found.; -* „ 

field near the FranW; - 
German border, officials 1 . V 
Tuesday. The plane, beli(. W-- ... ^ 
to have been shot dow. 
ian, 14, 1945. was found - 
month by a fanner worlaf 
bis fields who came acra 
metal object. Tbe d ; sca 
was kept secret for sew-,}. ^ 
reasons. The wreck oft.., ’ 

ME 262, tbe first typ*. of 

German jet bomber, * 

tinued some 50 live si. 
which were defused by et ^ 
rives experts. It was 
near the Alsatian tow. .^'. 1 “ 
Seitz. Among the piece; ■-.T'. 
wreckage still intact W - 

century later were its 1 ; •. 

engines, guns and pietf7.£j>.- 
the undercarriage. A r ‘ if* ~ - 
museum has taken ciiaq '- 
restoring its ar,d mour ii r. ■' y ■/. 
public exhibition. • 
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BANGKOK (AFP) 
pedd’er of phony 
£.r:d Christian Dior" V-; : '5 '? 
watches, apparently an ■;•**: 
ts join Thailand's econ ; *.rj f .*- 
boom, was found at an £,' 
national trade show prC - X C ‘-'i- 
ing Thai products abj- i-v" 

The vendor, who offei* fl S 'T - ' 
tors a variety of fake 
watch.es at a "50 ^ 

discount" was cataghl s* •> 


pieces, a poiice oKSciri^i;’.'^’; 







